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The  group  of  buildings  illustrateil  in  this  numljer  uf  Tin: 
liecord  is  among  tiiose  most  uoticeul)le  at  the  centre  of  the 
viHage.  used  for  public  or  business  purjioses.  A  more 
extended  account  of  them  is  given  in  the  papers  on  the 
"Buildings  of  Winchester,"  prepared  for  the  Historical 
Society,  by  Mr.  George  I).  Rand.  } 

.No.   1   is  the    "Wakefield    House,"    so    called    from    Mr.  \ 

Wakefield,  of    Reading,    by    whom    it    was    built    a    little  ; 

before    1838.       It    stands    in    the    angle    formed    by    the  j 

railroad  and  Main  Street  coming  from  the  north.  j 

No.  2  is  the  store  now  occupied  by  Mr.  B.  F.  Holbrook.  i 

It  faces  toward  the  Wakefield  House  from  the  ojiposite  side 
of  the  wide  crossings.      It  was  built   in    1838  or  1839,  by      • 
Mr.  James  Bridge. 

No.  3  was  built,  in  part,  in  1848,  by  :\Ir.  Samuel  S. 
Richardson,  and  afterward  considerably  enlarged.  It  was 
first  occupied  as  a  grocery-store  by  Taylor  &  Sanderson, 
and    continuously    by    Mr.    E.    Sanderson    to    the    present  ; 

time.  A  pleasant  hall  in  the  second  stor}-  was  enlarged 
and  improved,  in  ISSO,  by  the  late  Mr.  Josiali  F.  Stone. 
It  is  on  Main  Street,  nearly  opposite  to  the  Wakefield 
House. 

No.  4  shows  two  buildings.  The  small  one  at  the  left 
was  built  in  1837,  on  the  site  of  the  larger  one,  by  Mr. 
Sumner  Richardson,  for  his  cousin,  Mr.  Samuel  S.  Richard- 
sou,  and  was  used  bj-  the  latter  for  a  shoe-factory. 

The  other  building,  which  will  be  recognized  at  once,  by 
all  who  have  seen  it,  as  Lyceum  Hall,  was  built  in  1851.  by 
the  Lyceum ,  Corporation,  of  v.-hich  Mr.  Charles  Mclnticr 
was  president  and  i\Ir.  Josiah  Hovcy  was  secretary.  oNIr. 
Voelckers,  of  Boston,  was  architect  of  the  building,  and 
Richardson  &  CoUamore  the  contractors. 
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EDWARD   CONVERSE. 

Among  the  first  settlers  of  Woburii,  Edward  Converse 
has  always  been  regarded  as  a  pioneer  and  leader.  Yet  our 
knowledge  of  his  history,  as  of  nearly  all  his  associates, 
must,  at  this  late  day,  be  fragmentary  and  of  course  imper- 
fect. There  seerns  to  be  no  doubt  that  this  busy  man  of 
affairs,  and  officer  both  in  town  and  church,  was  born  in  or 
about  the  year  1590,  though  tlie  exact  date  and  place  of  his 
English  birth  cannot  now  be  given. 

In  the  Histor}'  of  Rindge,  New  Hampshire,  juiblished  in 
1875,  the  author,  Ezra  S.  Stearns,  in  an  interesting  account 
of  th'e  Converse  family  of  that  town,  traces  their  descent  to 
Edward  Converse,  of  Woburn,  and  gives  various  historical 
facts  which  the  present  writer  has  seen  nowhere  else,  and 
which  are  gratefully  welcomed  as  pertinent  to  our  object. 
Without  attempting  to  give  a  tithe  of  this  extended  notice, 
the  following  items  are  regarded  as  especially  valuable : 
'•  The  original  seat  of  the  Converse  family  was  in  Navarre, 
France,  from  whence  was  Roger  de  Coigniers,  who  emigrated 
to  England  near  the  end  of  the  reign  of  William  the  Con- 
querer,  and  to  whom  the  Bishop  of  Durham  gave  the 
constableship  of  Durham.  Among  his  descendants,  Conyers 
of  Horden,  Durham,  was  created  a  baronet  July  14,  1628. 
Sir   Ilumphj-ey,    the    eighth    generation,    wrote    the    name 
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Coigners,  and  Sir  Christopher,  tlie  twentietli  generatimi, 
adoiited  the  orthography  of  Conyers.  In  Navarre,  in  tiie 
sixteenth  centnry,  the  residence  of  a  faniil}'  of  tliis  name 
was  known  as  tlie  Chateau  de  Coigniers.  Those  bearing 
the  name  were  Huguenots,  or  French  Protestants.  In  tlie 
massacre  of  St.  Bartholomew's  da}",  in  1572,  uiau}-  of  this 
family  fell  victims  to  the  rage  of  the  Papists,  and  Pierre 
Coigners,  who  was  attached  to  the  court  of  Henry  IV  of 
France,  having  witnessed  the  assassination  of  his  kinsman. 
Admiral  Coligny,  and.  fearful  of  his  own  safety,  escaped 
witli  his  wife  and  two  infants  to  England,  and  settled  in  the 
county  of  Essex,  where  his  son  married  a  lady  of  consiiler- 
able  possessions  in  that  and  an  adjoining  county.  It  was 
Ralph,  a  son  of  this  marriage,  who  was  created  a  baronet  i 

by  King  Charles  II.  | 

"  In  England  the  name  was  naturalh*  changed  to  Conyers,  r^ 

corresponding  with  the  English  pronunciation,  and  members        ,| 
of  the  family  still   spell  the  name    in    this    manner,  while  '\ 

others,  in   the   change   of    a  single   letter,   have   taken    the  'i 

name  of   Convers.     From  these  emigrations  to  England    is  | 

descended  the  Converse  family  of  this  country.     The  name  5 

was    spelled    Convers    for    several    generations  .after    the  1 

emigration  to  New  England.     Tlie  coat-of-arnis  of  Coigniers,  p 

Conyers,  and  Convers  is  essentially  the  same,  which  sustains  i 

the  tradition  that  all  are  of  a  common  origin."  | 

An  engraving,  taken  from  an  illustration  furnished  by  the  g 

Rev.  J.  K.  Converse,  of  Burlington,   \"ermont,  presents   the  J 

emblems  of  heraldry  which,  for  many  generations,  have  been  | 

associated  with  the  family  name,  and   is    read    as    follows  :  • 

Anni*.     Argent    upon    Bend   Sable    between    two   ^launches  * 

Azure,  Trefoils.  On  Crest  an  Aim  in  Armor  out  of  a  Mural 
Crown  Gold. 

The  term  argent  represents  that  the  shield  is  white,  or  of 
silver  color,  and  sable  that  the  bend,  or  belt,  is  black  ;  the 
bend  is  a  scarf  (.if  honor  for  cmirage   in   battle:   the   trefoils 
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are  emblems  of  tlie  Trinit}-,  and  were  bestowed  for  service 
ill  the  maintenance  of  the  church  ;  the  maunches,  or  empty 
sleeves,  were  added  to  the  arms  of  those  who  had  been 
celebrated  -in  the  councils  of  sovereigns ;  the  mural  crown 
represents  a  battlement,  and  was  bestowed  on  those  who  iirst 
mounted  the  walls  and  there  lodged  a  standard;  and  the 
motto :    //(   Deo  Solo    Confulo,  "  In  God  alone  I-  trust." 

From  this  Huguenot,  and  by  adoption  English,  family 
came  Edward  Converse,  one  of  Winthrop's  famous  company 
of  emigrants,  who  arrived  in  New  England  in  1630.  A  man 
of  more  than  usual  enterprise,  we  find  him,  from  the  very 
outset,  ever  restless^  pushing  forward  some  new  work.  In 
less  than  a  year  after  settling  in  Charlestown,  he  established 
a  ferry,  the  first  between  Charlestown  and  Boston.  By 
order  of  the  court,  June  14,  1631,  he  was  autliorized,  under 
certain  rules  and  regulations,  to  manage  this  enterprise,  and 
for  several  years  it  was  a  leading  part  of  his  business.  In 
Winthrop's  History  of  New  England,  we  find  the  following 
accouut,  given  also  in  substance  in  Frothingham"s  History 
of  Charlesto\\n :  — 

"  The  governor  and  treasurer,  by  order  of  the  General 
Court,  did  demise  to  Edward  Converse  the  ferry  between 
Boston  and  Charlestown.  to  have  the  sole  ti-ansporting  of 
passengers  and  cattle  from  one  side  to  the  other,  for  three 
years  from  tlie  first  day  of  the  next  month,  for  the  yearly 
rent  of  forty  pounds  to  be  paid  (quarterly  to  the  treasurer: 
Provided  that  he  see  it  be  well  attended  and  furnished  with 
sufiicient  bnats,  and  that  so  soon  as  may  be  in  the  next 
spring  he  set  up  a  convenient  house  on  Boston  side,  and 
keep  a  boat  there,  as  need  shall  require,  and  he  is  allowed  to 
take  his  wonted  fees,  namely,  2(7.  for  a  single  person,  and  \d. 
apiece  if  there  be  more  than  one.  as  well  on  lecture  days  as 
at  other  times :  and  for  every  horse  and  cow  with  the  man 
that  goeth  with  them,  6(7.,  and  for  a  goat  If?.,  and  for  a  swine 
'-'1. :  and  if  any  shall  desire  to  pass  before  it  is  light  in  the 
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morning,  or  if  it  is  after  dark  in  tiie  evening-,  he  may  tai<e 
recompense  answerable  to  tiie  season  and  liis  pains  and 
hazard,  so  it  be  not  excessive."" 

This  lease  was  given  in  1631.  and  November  9.  1637,  it 
was  renewed  for  three  years,  ilr.  Converse  agreeing  to  pay 
each  year  forty  pounds  into  tlie  colonial  treasury.  This 
ferry,  which  crossed  the  river  where  now  the  Charlestown 
bridge  crosses  it.  was  calleil  the  "  Great  Ferry.'"  to  distin- 
guish it  from  another  which  Tlmnias  Williams  had  -'set  up," 
a  short  time  before  its  establishment,  between  Charlestown 
and  Winnisimmct. 

iMeanwhile  Edward  Converse  was  made,  during  the  first 
year  of  engagement  with  the  ferry  (1631),  a  freeman  of  the 
Colony,  and  subsequently  served  the  town  of  Charlestown 
on  the  board  of  selectmen  from  1635  until  his  removal  to 
his  new  home  in  the  wilderness,  which  afterward  became 
Woburn.  This  removal  appropriately  introduces  his  con- 
nection with  tlie  enterprise  of  founding  the  new  town.  It 
is  hardly  too  much  to  say  that  he  was  un  every  committee 
and  had  a  jiart  in  every  movement  tliat  had  this  new  settle- 
ment in  view.  He  was  one  of  the  small  company,  who,  in 
September,  1640,  went  from  Charlestown  to  search  the  unex- 
plored land  to  the  northward,  and  experienced  an  almost 
miraculous  escape  from  death  in  a  terrific  night-storm  by  the 
fall  of  a  large  tree  under  which  they  liad  laid  themselves 
down  for  the  night.  He  was  nne  of  a  cummittee  of  thirteen 
chosen  by  the  town  of  Charlest<iwn.  November  4,  1640,  '■•to 
sett  the  bounds  betwixt  Charlestown  and  the  Village,  and  to 
appoint  the  place  for  the  village.""  His  name  stands  first  in 
a  list  of  seven  men  chosen  by  the  church  in  Charlestown, 
November  5,  1640.  the  day  after  the  a})pointment  of  the 
town  conimittce  of  tliirteen,  as  commissioners  for  "erecting 
a  church  and  town  ""  and  "for  the  carr[y]ing  on  the  afiaires 
of  this  new  Town.'"  Six  of  these  seven  commissioners  were 
on  the  town  committee  of  thirteen,  and  to  these  sis  men, 
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with  Edward  Converse  at  the  head,  was  due  tlie  success  of 
the  enterprise  tliey  had  in  view.  At  their  first  nieetino-, 
held  December  18,  1G40,  thirty-two  men  were  found  ready 
to  aflix  tiieir  names  to  the  Town  Orders  for  Woburn,  upon 
wliich  they  had  agreed,  the  name  of  Edward  Couversc  being 
second  in  the  list.  Meanwhile  the  fears  of  the  church  at 
Charlestown  had  been  aroused  by  the  zeal  and  energies  of 
this  handful  of  men,  lest  the  town  should  be  depojiulated. 
But  the}'  went  steadily  forward,  and  the  church  at  leno-th 
yielded,  Converse  and  his  associates  being  accorded,  Decem- 
ber 22,  full  power  to  go  on  with  their  work.  As  ever, 
Converse  seems  to  have  outstripped  all  others  in  his  zeal. 
and  to  have  erected  a  house  in  the  territory  of  the  proposed 
town,  previous  to  January  4,  1641,  for,  under  this  date,  a 
meeting  was  held  at  his  house,  according  to  Johnson's 
Wonder -Working  Providence,  in  which  many  persons  were 
admitted  to  -'set  down  their  dwellings  in  this  town,  yet 
being  shallow  of  brains,  fell  ofe  (off)  afterwards."  It  is 
possible,  as  some  writers  have  suggested,  that  the  meeting 
was  held  at  his  house  in  Charlestown,  and  the  words  "in 
this  town"  refer  simply  to  what  was  "this  town  ""  when 
Johnson  wrote.  But  early  in  the  next  month,  February  10. 
1641,  the  same  writer  tells  us,  as  others  also  do,  that  the 
first  bridge  was  laid  over  the  "Abersonce,"  elsewhere  and 
generally  called  the  Abajona.^  River,  "over  against  Edward 
Converse's  house,''  and  called  "Could  [or  Cold]  Bridge." 
This  record  also  seems  to  assume  that  the  house  was  there 
when  the  bridge  was  built,  though,  of  course,  the  reference 
to  it  may  possibly,  but  not  naturally,  be  in  anticipation  of 
its  actual  erection.  Mr.  Champney,  in  his  contribution  to 
the  History  of  Middlesex  County,  vol.  ii,  p.  526.  after 
saying  that  the  bridge  was  built  in  February,  1G41,  adds : 
"and  the  first  dwelliug-iiouse  was  erected  over  against  it," 
that  is,  the  bridge.     This  is  doubtless  correct,  so  far  as  the 

'This  name  Is  written  Aberjuniili,  Abarjona,  and  Abajona  by  different  writers,  — the 
latter  the  most  freiiuentlj-  In  modern  usage.  — Ed. 
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location  of  tlie  house  was  concerned,  but  it  exactly  reverses 
the  statements  of  the  records  and  of  tlie  historian,  which 
affirm  that  the  bridge  \^as  built  " over  against  the  house  " ; 
the  statement  of  the  former  implying  that  the  bridge  was 
built  first,  and  that  of  the  latter,  that  the  house  was  built 
first.  "Whatever  may  have  been  the  exact  date  of  tlie  erec- 
tion of  the  house,  there  seems  to  be  no  doubt  that  it  was 
the  first  dwelling-house  erected  in  Woburn  :  that  of  John 
Mousall  being  built  but  a  little  later  on  -'Hilly  ^^'ay.''  In 
the  words  of  the  quaint  old  historian  and  poet,  Johnson, 
referring  to  these  men:  — 

"Too  [two]  imrs<.'S  les^  undaunted  then  [tlian]  the  rej^t. 
tRrst  bowses  lEnisb." 

The  location  of  the  Converse  house  involves  difficulties 
and  differences  that  seem  to  demand  a  notice  more  extended 
than  can  well  be  given  here  ;  and  it  is  therefore  thought 
best,  on  the  whole,  to  defer  a  consideration  of  it  to  an 
appendix,  wjiere  it  will  appear  in  connection  with  '•  The 
description  of  Edward  Converse's  possessions  in  1638,  and 
his  will  in  1059." 

The  historical  facts  of  the  first  house  and  the  first  bridge. 
and  probably  also  the  first  mill,  in  AVoburn,  so  intimately 
associated  with  Edward  Converse's  enteri>rise,  appropriatelv 
introduce  us  to  the  part  he  acted  in  the  organization  and 
affairs  of  the  new  town. 

We  have  already  noticed  that  his  name  is  at  the  head  of 
the  seven  commissioners  appointeil  to  superintend  the  gen- 
eral business  of  settling  the  tnwn.  wliich  issued  in  securing 
the  act  of  incorporation  in  lti42.  His  connection  with  the 
work  of  gathering  the  church  previous  to  October  6  of  that 
year  (the  date  of  the  incorporation),  we  jiass  for  the  present, 
in  order  to  notice  more  consecutively  his  secular  life  and 
activities.  To  the  persistent  agency  of  Edward  Converse, 
more  than  to  anv  otJier  one  man,  the  success  of  tlu-  seven 
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comiiiissioners  seems  to  have  been  due.  And  when 
"  Charlcstown  ViUage '"  was  finally  called  "  Woobonrne," 
by  tlie  act  of  the  General  Court,  and  recognized  as  the  twen- 
tieth town  in  the  jMassachusetts  Colony,  we  can  easily 
imagine  that  the  satisfaction  and  joy  of  no  other  man 
equaled  those  of  this  ever-restless  worker. 

Why  the  newly  incorporated  municipality  did  riot  imme- 
diately so  far  organize  as  to  choose  the  appropriate  officers 
for  administering  its  affairs  is  at  present  wholly  a  matter  of 
conjecture.  The  records  mention  a  general  meeting  as  earlj- 
as  November  9, 16-13,  in  which  some  minor  and  comparatively 
unimportant  matters  of  business  were  transacted,  but  tliere 
is  no  hint  of  a  regular  organization  till  April  13,  1*344,  about 
eighteen  months  after  the  incorporation.  On  that  day,  the 
freemen  of  the  town  made  choice  of  the  first  board  of  select- 
men, consisting  of  Edward  Johnson,  Edward  Converse,  John 
Mousall,  William  Learned,  Ezekiel  Richardson,  Samuel 
Richardson,  and  James  Thompson  —  seven  good  and  honest 
men.  The  name  of  Edward  Converse  stands  second  on  this 
board,  as  given  in  the  Woburn  records.  From  this  time 
onward  until  his  death,  he  appeared,  as  ever  before,  to  have 
been  a  foremost  man  in  all  public  business.  On  March  3. 
ltJ49,  he  was  one  of  four  of  the  selectmen  appointed  to 
negotiate  with  the  town  of  Charlestown  the  matter  of  the 
disputed  boundary  between  the  two  towns.  He  was  also, 
year  after  year,  one  of  a  board  of  commissiimers  for  the  trial 
of  "small  causes."  In  16G0  he  was  deputy  to  the  General 
Court.  And  fur  nineteen  years,  from  1644  till  16i>o,  when 
he  died,  he  was  annually  chosen  a  member  of  the  btiard  of 
selectmen. 

We  come  now  to  a  consideration  of  Edward  Converse,  in 
his  religious  cJntracfer  and  life. 

In  the  very  outset  of  his  career  as  a  citizen  of  Charles- 
town,  we  find  his  name  in  the  list  of  subscribers  to  the  First 
Church  covenant  of  that  town  (August  27,  1630),  the  first 
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name  being  that  of  Governor  Winthrop.  When  tliis  original 
First  Church  was  removed,  three  mouths  afterward,  to  Boston, 
though  his  relation  to  it  for  some  time  remained  as  before, 
he  did  not,  like  Winthroj)  and  many  others,  remove  liis 
family  across  the  river.  Accordingly,  when  the  present  First 
Church  of  Charlestown  was  organized  (November  2,  lGo2), 
he  and  others,  having  obtained  letters  of  dismission  froin  the 
church  in  Boston,  united  with  those  who  liad  not  been  mem- 
bers of  that  church  in  the  new  organization.  As  a  member 
of  that  church,  he  was  ever  prominent ;  and  was  one  of  the 
seven  members  of  it  who  were  commissioned  to  effect,  in  the 
name  of  the  mother  church,  as  also  in  the  presence  and  wirh 
the  consent  of  the  appointed  rei)resentative  of  the  Colony, 
the  outward  organization  of  the  church  in  Woljurn.  This 
organization  was  effected  August  24.  1642,  and  on  the 
second  day  of  the  following  December  Thomas  Carter  was 
ordained  and  installed  pastor.  It  is  highly  probable,  though 
not  definitely  ascertained,  that,  of  the  two  men  who  laid 
their  hands  on  the  young  candidate's  head  and  formally 
ordained  him  to  the  work  of  the  ministry,  instead  of  dele- 
gating the  power  to  the  messengers  of  the  churches,  Edward 
Converse  was  one.  It  is  certain  that  he  was  one  o'f  the  first 
two  deacons  of  the  church,  and  remained  in  otfice  till  his  death. 
From  all  that  has  been  ascertained  respecting  the  religious 
character  of  Edward  Converse,  we  readily  infer  that  he  was 
a  maa  of  strongly  marked  idiosyncrasies.  Prompt,  clear- 
headed, devout,  conscientious,  outspoken,  and  unflinching, 
and  yet  prudent,  self-contained,  and  uniform,  are  the  adjec- 
tives that  best  describe  his  whole  career.  A  single  curious 
incident,  mentioned  by  Johnson  in  his  Wonder -Work  iivj 
Providence,  well  illustrates  a  trait  which  often  seems  to 
manifest  itself.  It  occurred  more  than  twenty  years  after 
his  removal  from  Charlestown  to  Woburn,  and  only  about 
three  months  before  his  death.  "  In  May,  1G03,  Isaac  Cole, 
constable,  and  Edward  Converse,  one  of  Capt.  Johnson's  asso- 
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ciates  in  the  Board  of  Selectmen  at  Wobiun,  were  arraigned  : 
the  former  for  refusing  to  take  and  publisli  the  King's 
letter,  and  the  latter  for  having  spoken  of  it  as  Popery. 
The  Court,  after  a  hearing,  discharged  Converse,  on  the 
ground  that  his  language  did  not  retlect  on  his  Majesty's 
letter."  This  account  assumes  that  Converse  did  speak  of 
the  king's  letter  as  iioperv,  but  in  language  "so  carefully 
guarded  that  even  papal  servants  of  tlie  king  could  not 
easil}"  make  out  a  ease  against  him. 

But  though  the  good  old  father  of  the  town  came  forth 
from  his  arrest  by  the  otiicers  of  the  king  unscathed  and 
apparently  untroubled,  there  was  one  passage  in  his  busy 
life  as  a  citizen  which  seems  to  have  seriously  disturbed 
him  and  which  resulted  in  an  arbitration  between  him  and 
one  of  his  neighbors.  The  erection  and  operation  of  his 
mill  on  the  Abajona  Eiver  so  overflowed  the  adjacent 
meadow  of  Robert  Hale  as  to  be  an  insuperable  obstacle  in 
the  way  of  the  hitter's  improvement  of  his  own  land.  This 
naturally  led  to  complaint  and  difficulty.  But  at  length 
an  honorable  arbitration  seems  to  liave  happily  ended  tlie 
controversy  in  a  very  fair  and  Christian  way.  The  paper 
which  gives  the  terms  of  the  adjustment  is  dated  1649,  and 
is  given  in  tiie  paper  of  iMr.  A.  E.  Whitney,  which  follows 
this. 

This  paper  is  signed  by  John  Mousall,  John  Wright, 
Edward  Johnson,  Miles  Nutt,  Samuel  Richardson,  and  James 
Thompson.  These  six  men  were  all  friends  of  Converse, 
and  at  tliis  time  associated  with  him  on  the  board  of 
selectmen.  It  does  not  appear  that  they  were  not  also  the 
friends  of  Hale.  They  seem,  therefore,  to  have  been,  in  all 
respects,  very  suitable  men  to  act  as  arbitrators  in  this  case, 
and  their  decision  seems  to  have  given  entire  satisfaction  to 
the  differing  parties. 

Of  Edward  Converse  in  his  domestic  relations  m(ire 
might  be  said   than  our  present  limits  would   justify.     We 
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liave  not  the  full  name  of  liis  first  wife,  nor  the  tlate  of  his 
first  marriage.  ^Ve  only  know  that  her  name  was  Sarah, 
and  tliat  they  were  married  several  yeais  before  their 
embarkation  from  England  for  the  New  World.  Of  their 
four  children,  three  were  born  in  England :  Josiali  about 
1618,  James  about  1620,  and  Mary  jirobably  about  1G22 : 
their  ages  being  respectively  twelve,  ten,  and  eight  years, 
when  the  family  came  to  Charlestown.  The  fourth  child. 
Samuel,  was  born  in  Charlestown.  March  12,  1638.  Each  of 
the  three  sons  liad  ao  honorable  history  worthy  of  separate 
notice.  The  sad  death  of  Samuel,  in  1669.  by  an  accident 
in  the  old  Converse  Mill,  has  been  well  described  in  a  valu- 
able paper  lately  read  by  Mr.  A.  E.  Whitney  before  the 
Winchester  Historical  and  Genealogical  Society.  The 
daughter  j\Iary  married.  December  19,  1643.  Simon  Thomp- 
son, the  second  son  of  James  Thompson,  of  the  North 
Village  in  Woburn,  and,  like  Edward  Converse,  one  of 
the  first  settlers  of  the  town  and  one  of  the  first  board  of 
selectmen.  Of  the  two  sons  and  four  daughters  of  Simon 
and  Mary  (Converse)  Thompson  only  two,  one  son  and  one 
daughter,  are  known  t.i  have  lived  to  reach  maturity.  The 
son,  a  young  man  in  his  twentieth  year,  and  named  James 
for  his  grandfather,  was  in  the  mill  with  his  uncle  Samuel 
when  the  fatal  accident  to  the  latter  occurred.  His  mother, 
Mary  Converse,  having  been  left  a  widow  in  1658,  married, 
in  1659,  John  Sheldon,  of  Billerica.  There  she  had  another 
son,  John  Sheldon,  Jr.,  who,  at  the  time  of  his  death,  in 
1724,  was  a  deacon  of  the  church  in  that  place.  ^Meanwhile 
her  father.  Deacon  Edward  Converse,  lost  liis  wife,  Januarv 
14,  1662,  and,  in  nine  months  after  tier  death,  and  in  less 
than  a  year  before  his  own  death,  which  occurred  August  10, 
1663,  he  married.  Seiitember  9,  1662.  Joanna  Sprague,  the 
widow  of  Ralph  Sprague,  of  Charlestown.  Eor  jnore  con- 
venient reference,  the  family  record,  gathered  from  various 
sources,  is  given  in  the  following  condensed  form  :  — 
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Edward  Convorse,  b.  England,  January  ■M^,   l.",;i(i;  j.  Aug:ust   10, 
1G03,  aged  seventy-threi;  years,     ni.  Sarah .     Children:  — 

1.  Josiah,  b.   England,   KSIS    (deacon);   d.  February  3,    IC.'JO,  aged 

seventy-two  years,    m.  Esther,  dau-hter  of  Kiciiard  Champuey, 
of  Cambridge,  March  2<>,  10.51. 

2.  James,  b.    England,   1020   (lieutenant);    d.   May    10,    171.",,   aged 

ninety-five    years,      m.   Anna,   daughter    of    Hubert    Long,   of 
Charlcstown,  October  24,  KU.i. 

3.  Mary,  b.  England,  1022;  d. .     m.  Simon  Thompson,  Januarv 

19,  1043.     m.  2d,  John  Sheldon,  February  1,  lO.VJ. 

4.  Samuel,  b.  Charle<town,  March  12,  1037;  d.  February  20,    lOiil), 

aged  thirty-one   years,     m.  Judith,  dau.   Rev.   Thomas   Carter, 
June  s,  1000. 
Edward  Converse,  m.,  2d,  Joanna,  widow  of   IJalph  Sprague,  of 
Charlestown,  September  I),  1002. 

3f  the  family  of  Edward  Converse  is  reserved 


APPENDIX. 

The  following  account  of  the  possessions  of  Edward 
Converse,  in  1638,  is  taken  from  the  Third  Report  of  Com- 
missioners of  the  City  of  Boston  and  Charlestown  Land 
Records : — 

"The  Possession  of  Edward  Converse  witliiii  Chajltowne 
Limites. 

"1.  One  roode  of  growude  by  estimation,  more  or  lesse, 
scituate  in  the  middle  row,  butting  north  west  and  south 
west  upon  the  market  place,  south  east  upon  the  marsh 
towards  the  harbour,  bounded  on  the  north  east  by  Capt. 
Sedgewick,  with  a  dwelling-house,  store-house,  and  other 
aptiuances. 

"  2.  Ftive  acres  of  earable  land  by  estimation,  more  or 
lesse,  scituate  in  the  east  feilde  butting  south-west  upon  the 
long  way;  north  east  upon  Will  Bates,  bounded  on  tiie 
north  west  by  George  Bunker,  and  on  the  south  east  by  .Mr. 
Symmes,  Capt.  Sedgewick,  and  Rice  Cole. 

"3.  One  acre  and  haulfe  of   earable  land   bv  estimation. 
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more  or  lesse,  scituate  in  the  east  feilde,  butting  south  west 
upon  the  back  streete.  northeast  upon  Will  Johnson,  bounded 
on  the  southeast  l;y  Will  Dade,  and  upon  the  northwest  by 
Sam.  Carter. 

"4.  Three  acres  of  meadow  by  estinu^tion.  more  or 
lesse,  scituate  in  the  south  meaddowes,  buttiiig  north  west 
toeards  the  streete  way.  south-east  upon  a  creeke,  bounded 
on  the  south-west  by  Mr.  Simvnes,  and  on  the  north  east  by 
Ra.  Sprague. 

"5.  One  acre  of  meadow  by  estimation,  more  or  less, 
scituate  in  the  south  meade. 

"  6.  Comons  for  milch  cowes  ffive  and  a  quarter. 

"7.  Two  acress  of  meaddow  by  estimation,  more  or  less, 
scituate  and  being  in  the  line  Feilde.  with  a  p'cell  of  upland 
adioiniug  on  the  west  side  of  it,  bounded  on  the  west  by  the 
high-way;  on  the  east  by  Winstamies  river,  on  the  south 
by  Mr.  Simmes,  and  on  the  north  by  George  Bunker. 

"  8.  Eight  acres  of  arable  land  by  estimation,  more  or 
less,  scituate  in  the  line-Feilde,  butting  east  upon  the  high- 
way; west  upon  Rob.  Long,  bounded  on  the  south  by  Mr. 
Simmes,  and  on  the  northe  by  Daniell  Shepeardson  and 
Will  Brakenbury. 

"  9.  Three  acres  of  meaddow  by  estimatif)n,  more  or  lesse, 
lying  on  the  north  of  mount  J^'spect,  bounded  on  the  west 
by  the  river,  on  the  east  by  the  Comon,  on  the  South  by 
Ezecheall  Richardson,  and  on  tlie    northe    by  Tho.  Lynde. 

"  10.  Ffive  acres  of  woodland,  more  or  lesse,  scituate  in 
Mistick  Feilde.  butting  west  and  south  upon  the  drift  wav. 
east  upon  the  landway,  bounded  on  the  north  b}'  George 
Hutchinson. 

"11.  Thirtie  and  tJive  acres  of  woodland,  more  or  less. 
scituate  in  Mistick  Fvilde,  butting  south  west  upon  the 
reserved  land,  north  east  ujion  Will  Brakenbury,  James 
Pemberton,  and  Peter  Garland,  bounded  on  the  north  west 
by  Tho.  Moulton,  and  on  the  south  east  by  Jolui  Martin. 
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"  12.  Eightie  acres  of  land  by  estimation,  more  or  lesse, 
scituate  in  Waterfeilde,  boiimled  on  the  east  by  the  river,  on 
tiie  north  west  by  Eze.  Richardson,  Rob.  Rand,  Tlio.  Moul- 
ton,  and  John  Crow  ;  on  the  north  west  i  by  Tho.  Moulton, 
John  Martin,  and  Mr.  Simmes. 

"  13.  Ffive  acres  of  Woodland,  more  or  lesse,  scituate  in 
Mistick  Feilde,  butting  south  west  upon  George  Bunker, 
north  east  upon  Ed.  Mellowes,  bounded  on  the  north  west 
by  George  Whiteland,  and  on  the  south  west  by  John 
fedd." 

The  will  of  Edward  Converse,  dated  August,  1659,  is  as 
follows  :  — 

"  In  the  name  of  God,  Amen,  I,  Edward  Convers,  of 
Woburne,  in  the  Couu.  of  Midd.  in  the  Massachusetts 
Collony  in  Xew  England,  being  in  p-feet  memory  though 
weake  of  Bod}',  do  make  this  my  last  will  and  testamt,  to 
dispose  of  my  lauds,  goods  and  chatties,  that  the  Lord  hath 
lent  unto  mee,  dureing  my  naturall  life,  wliich  my  Will  is 
shall  be  disposed  of  in  mannr  as  foUoweth. 

"  Imp.  I  give  and  bequeatli  unto  my  beloved  wife  Sarah 
Convers  ten  pounds  pr.  a  year,  to  be  pjayd  unto  Her  from 
yeare  to  yeare  during  her  naturall  life,  that  is  to  say,  five 
pounds  a  yeare  out  of  my  sonne  Josias  Convers  his  house. 
and  ye  other  live  pounds  a  year  out  of  tlie  Mill.  Also  my 
will  is  that  my  wife  shall  have  such  roomes  to  live  in  dureing 
her  life  in  the  house  that  I  now  live  in,  as  She  shall  make 
choyce  of  for  Her  use,  and  one  of  the  gardens  before  the 
house,  which  she  shall  make  choyce  of  for  her  use,  and 
ten  of  the  apple  trees  in  the  old  orchard  dureing  her  life 
which  she  siiall  make  choyce  of.  Also  my  will  is  that  my 
wife  shall  have  a  fourth  part  of  all  my  moveable  goods  and 
chattels  when  my  debts  and  legacyes  and  my  funall  be  dis- 
charged.    Also   I  give  unto  my  sonne,  Josias   Convers,  the 

'  Apparently  an  error  either  In  the  ti-tnscnption  or  type.    Probably  It  should  be 
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House  wherein  He  now  liveth  and  the  baines  anil  outliuuses 
and  the  orchard  before  the  house,  with  the  yards  and  otiier 
appurtenances  to  tiie  same  belonging,  and  the  hind  that  lyeth  j 

in  the  great  field,  and  all  that  meadow  that  lyeth  in  the  west  I 

side  of  the  brooke  iu  bucke  meadow.     My  Will  is  that  my  J 

Sonne  Josias  shall  enjoy  all  these  houses  and  lands,  with  other  j 

the  appurtenances  above  specified,  for  Him  and   his   heyres  | 

lawfully  begotten  of  his  body,  and   for  want   thereof,  to  my  | 

Sonne  James  Converse,  his  sonne  Edward  Convers,  and  to  his  j 

Heyres  lawfully  begotten  of  his  body,  and  for  want  tliereof  | 

my  "Will  is  that  it  shall  be  divided  between   the  rest  of  my  ] 

Sonne    James    his    children   equall3%  or  to  the  next  Heyre  * 

according  to  law,  and  for  the  field  called  the  sheep-pasture,  I  I 

give  it  to  my  to  sonnes  Josiah  and  Samuel  together  with  my  i 

mill  and  mill  house  and  the  appurtenances  to  them  belong-  5 

ing,  to  be  possessed  by  the   longest  liver  and  his  Heyres.  j 

Also  I  give  to  my  sonne  Samuel  Convers  my  liouse  wherein        ^     r 
I  now"  dwell  and  all  the  land  lying  behind  the   house  to  the  -| 

brow  of  ye  Hill  northward,  and  all  the  land  that  is  plowable  ■ ' 

lying  on  the   north  side   of  the   blind  bridge,  together  with  | 

all  the  meadow  that  lyeth  adjoyning  to  the  said  land  and  all  r^ 

that  p'cell  of  laud  that  lyeth  on  the  east  side  of  the  rode,  'X 

next  to  the  mill  j)ond  betweene  the  aforesaid  biynd   Bridge,  ;-■* 

'and  my  dwelling  house.     Also  I  give  to  my  sonne  Samuel  /j 

all  ye  meadow  land  yt  lyeth  on  \q  east  side  of  the  river  iu 
Bucke  meadow,  and  my  English  pasture  that  is  fenced  in  on 
the  other  side  the  mill  river,  and  my  will  is  that  for  all  the 
rest  of  ye  land  that  is  not  plowalile  lying  on  the  north  side 
of  blind  Bridge,  together  with  all  the  rest  of  my  pasture 
lands,  shall  be  equally  divided  between  my  three  sonnes, 
Josiah,  James,  and  Samuel,  only  reserveing  the  timber  that 
is  upon  the  said  pasture  lands  from  my  sonne  James,  who 
shall  have  no  part  therein,  but  it  shall  be  injoyed  by  my 
other  to  sonnes  Josiah  and  Samuel  and  their  Heyres.  Also 
my  will  is  that  if  my  sonne  Samuel  shall  dy  without  Heyres 
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lawfully  begotten  of  :.is  body,  that  the  estate   tliat   I   have 

criveii  to  Him  shall  be  divided  between  ye  cbildien  of   my 

daughter  Mary  Thompson.     Also  I  give  to  my  sonne  James 

Convers  the  sums  of  thirty  pounds  and  I  give  to  my  daughtt-r 

Mary  Sheldon  the  sume  of  twenty  marks.     And  I  give  t.. 

my  kinsman  Allin  Convers  the   sume   of  ten  pounds,  and  I 

crive  to  my  kinswoman  Sarah  Smith  the  sume  of  live  pounds. 

Also  I  o-ive  to  my  kinsman  John   Parker  the  sume  of  forty 

1  shillino-s,  and  for  the.e  legacyes  my  will  is  that  they  shall  be 

paid  within  three  years  after  my  decease   as  my  Executors 

i  shall  see  meete  and  are  able  to  pay  the  same,     and  for  all  ihat 

i  land  that  Iveth  comon  between  the  houses  my  will  is  that 

i  it  shall  ly  comon  for  perpetuity,  and   for  all   my  moveable 

;  croodes  and  chattels  that  remaineth  of  what  is  given  to  my 

'  wife   I  oive  to  thirds  of  the  same   to   my  sonne   Josiah  and 

i  the  otlier  third  to  mv  sonne  Samuel,     and  for  the  legacyes 

*  that  I  have   given   my  will  is   that  they  shall   be  payd  in 

i  Coriie  and  catUc,  or  either  of  them.     Also   my  will  is  that 

'  my  sonne  Josiah  and  ray  sonne   Samuel  shall  be  my   sole 

i  executors.     Also  mv  will  is  that  my  sonne  James   Convers 

\  and    mv    kinsman    AUin    Convers,   and    my    kinsman    John 

I  Parker"shall  be  the  overseers  of  this  my  Will.     .My  will  also 

i  is  that  all  mv  moveable  goods  shall  be  apprised  distinctly. 

!  '.  Signed  and  subscribed  the day  of  August,  l(io9. 

i  "EDWAKD   CONVERS." 

i  [Ami  .1  seal.] 

I  In  the  presence  of  us, 

!  ALLCs    CO>rVERS, 

1  JXO.  PARKER. 

[  "  Mv  Will  is  that  mv  sonne  Josiah  shall  have  the  meadow 

\  that'is  fenced  in  on  the  other  side  of  the  mill  brook,  lying 

I  next   unto   mv  sonne   James  his   meadow  for  Him   and  his 

I  Heyres,  as  the  rest  of  the   lands  within  expressed. 

'  "Cambri.l-e   7,   Sth,   ie.i33.      At    the    Coun    Court    then 

sittin.^    at    C\unbrldge,    Allin     Convers     and    John     Parker 
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appearing  in  Court,  do  on   their  oath  given   them   say  that 
Edward  Convers  deced  being  of  a  disposeing  mind,  tliev  saw 
Him  signe,  seale  and  publish  tlus  in^trumet  as  his  hist  Will 
and  testament,  and  that  they  know  of  no  other. 
'•Entred  and  Kecurded,  7,  8th,  1663. 

'^THOMAS   DAXFOIITH,  LWonl." 

In  immediate  connection  \^-ith  the  foregoing  documents. 
we  come  at  length  to  a  consideration  of  Edward  Converse's 
bouse.  The  writer  approaches  this  part  of  our  general  sub- 
ject with  some  hesitancy,  not  because  he  has  no  settled 
opinion  of  his  own  to  express,  but  because  lie  is  aware  that 
his  opinion  is  not  accordant  with  that  of  some  others  whose 
views  he  is  both  bound  and  inclined  to  respect.  For  more 
than  sixty  years,  he  has  been  accustomed  to  hear  the  oldest 
people  in  Woburn  say  that  the  house  of  Edv.-ard  Converse 
stood  on  the  east  siile  of  the  road  and  between  the  road  and 
the  river,  on  or  "very  near  the  site  of  the  house  of  the  late 
Deacon  Benjamin  F.  Thompson.  And  till  recently,  he 
never  knew  that  any  man  entertained  the  opinion  that  it 
stood  on  the  west-side  of  the  road  near  the  house  of  tlie  late 
.S.  S.  Richardson.  Least  of  all  was  he  prepared,  with  the 
record  of  Converse's  possessions  and  a  copy  of  his  will  before 
him,  to  hear  the  statement  that  Converse  never  ouned  any 
land  on  the  east  side  of  the  road. 

As  the  writer  can  express  only  his  own  views  and  give  his 
reasons  fur  them,  he  has  no  alternative  but  tu  du  so  and  leave 
it  to  others  to  exercise  the  same  liberty. 

The  only  article  of  the  thirteen  describing  the  possessions 
of  Edward  Converse  within  Charlestuwii  limits  in  1638, 
which  is  understood  to  have  any  reference  to  lands  in  the 
territory  that,  four  years  later,  became  that  part  of  Woburn 
now  included  in  Winchester,  is  the  twelfth.  This  describes 
eighty  acres,  situated  in  Waterlielde.  Waterfielde  is  believed 
ti>  be  the  rea;ion.  or  rather  includes  the  region,  lying  west 
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of  the  Abajoiia  River  at  Wiiicliester.  extending  some  distance 
northerly,  and  farther  westerly,  inclnding  the  vicinity  of 
Horn  Pond  and  perhaps  reaching  still  farther  west.  What- 
ever may  have  been  the  extent  of  these  lands,  it  is  clear  that 
the  river,  and  not  the  road,  was  the  eastern  boundary  of  that 
part  of  tliem  owned  by  Converse. 

Further,  in  his  will,  twenty-one  years  later,  EdA\ard 
Converse  not  only  bequeathed  to  his  sou  Samuel  property 
lying  on  "the  east  side  of  the  rode,"  but  also  meadow-land 
that  lay  on  the  "  East  side  of  the  river,'''  thus  revealing  the 
fact  that,  during  the  intervening  j-ears  betv.'een  the  dates 
of  these  two  papers,  he  had  acquired  consideralde  land  on 
the  other  side  of  that  well-known  stream.  Keeping  these 
important  items  in  distinct  view,  the  writer  would  suggest 
the  following  reasons  for  his  belief  that  the  original  Converse 
house  stood  on  the  site  above  suggested :  — 

1.  There  is  nothing  in  the  "  Possessions "  that  2^recludei- 
the  conclusion  that  the  Converse  house  was  on  the  east  side 
of  the  road.  On  the  contrary,  Edward  Converse,  even 
before  he  built  it,  owned  all  the  land  between  the  road  and 
the  river  from  the  bridge  for  some  distance  northerly. 

"2.  His  will  clearly  implies  that  he  not  only  still  owned 
this  land  in  1659,  vrhen  he  gave  it  away,  but  had  acquired 
a  considerable  tract  of  other  land  on  the  cast  side  of  the 
river. 

3.  The  natural  implication  of  the  oft-recurring  words 
"over  against,"  in  the  various  notices  of  the  house  and  mill 
and  the  adjacent  bridge,  is  that  the  house  and  mill  were  on 
opposite  sides,  and  not  on  the  same  side,  of  the  road.  It 
ma}-  safeh"  be  presumed  that,  in  a  vast  majority  of  instances, 
if  not  in  all,  in  which  this  familiar  form  of  words  is 
employed,  it  implies  this.  (See  Webster  and  Worcester 
on  the  words  "  over '"  and  "  against.") 

4.  The  bequests  of  the  Avill  in  the  light  of  subsequent 
facts. 
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It  will  be  noticed  tliat  the  father  gives  the  house  in  which 
he  himself  lived,  with  certain  qualifications,  to  his  son 
Samuel,  who  was  to  have  the  special  care  of  the  mill.  ?Ie 
also  o-ives  him  "  all  the  land  lying  behind  the  house  to  the 
brow°of  the  Hill  northward;'  etc.  The  land  "behind"  a 
house  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  road  from,  that  of  the 
traditional  site  could  not,  it  does  not  seem,  extend  to  the 
brow  of  a  hill  "northward."  It  would  be  southward 
indefinitely  and  no  "  hill."  On  the  contrary,  the  land  in  tlie 
rear  of,  and  northerly  from,  the  traditional  site  does  extend 
to  higher  ground  at  no  very  great  distance.  And  this  house, 
thus  given  to  Samuel,  was  that  one  of  several  houses  which, 
as  we  should  expect  in  the  home  of  the  miller,  was  nearest 
to  the  mill.  Then,  as  Samuel  did  not  long  survive  his  father 
to  occupy  it.  it  seems  reasonable  that  James,  to  whom,  unlike 
both  the  other  sons,  his  father  had  given  no  home,  should 
.  succeed  to  the  occupancy  of  the  homestead.  If  this  be  so, 
it  explains  the  fact,  otherwise  not  accounted  for,  that  in 
subsequent  years  we  find  James  there,  as  is  assumed  by 
Mr.  Sewall  in  his  History  of  Woburn  (pp.  176,  177),  and  in 
the  familiar  story  of  the  Honorable  Judge.  Sewall  stopping 
there  on  his  journey  and  "  discoursing  "  him  under  the  far- 
famed  shady  elm  in  1702. 

It  hardly  need  be  added  that  there  is  no  lack  of  evidence 
that  this  venerable  and  well-remembered  tree  was,  like  old 
ancestral  shade-trees  generally,  on  the  same  side  of  the 
road  with,  and  immediately  in  front  of,  the  house.  If  the  old 
tradition  concerning  the  ancient  house,  wliich  many  still 
remember,  is  reliable,  this  tree  was  certainly  so  located  as 
to  overshadow  it;  as  it  did  also,  till  cut  down  (about  1841), 
the  house  of  Deacon  B.  F.  Thompson,  on  or  very  near  tlie 
same  spot. 

5.  The  traditions  and  early  impressions  of  the  oldest 
people  of  botli  the  past  and  the  present  time. 

It  has  alreadv  been  stated  that  the  writer,  who  cannot 
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i 
remember  the  day  when  he  was  not  curious  to   know  and  | 

treasure  up  all  such  stories  of  the  olden  time,  never  till  of  ' 

late  heard  any  other  tradition  than  the  one  to  which  he  still  ! 

adheres.  He  distinctly  remembers  hearing  often  in  his 
childhood  days  this  account  of  the  old  house,  then  occupied  I 

by  Abel  Richardson.  I 

George  R.  Baldwin,  Esq.,  now  in  his  eighU'-eighth  year, 
testifies  that,  when  a  boy,  he  attended  a  school  in  Medford,  j 

and  was  continually  passing  the  spot  to  and  from  that  place,  j 

and  then,  as  now,  believed  the  house  to  be  that  of  Edward  ! 

Converse.  j 

The   writer    recently    met    Sherman    Converse,    Esq.,    of  \ 

Woburn,  now  seventy-five  years  old,  a  lineal  descendant 
of  Edward  Converse,  and,  before  stating  his  object,  asked 
him  if  he  remembered  any  family  tradition  in  regard  to  the 
site  of  the  first  Converse  house.  Very  promptly  he  replied : 
"  Yes ;  when  I  was  a  boy.  my  father  i  carried  me  to  the  old 
house,  then  occupied  by  Abel  Richardson,  and  told  me  that 
was  the  house  of  his  ancestor,  Edward  Converse." 

A  few  days  later,  on  meeting  Judge  Parker  L.  Con- 
verse, a  son  of  Luther  Converse,  and  also  a  descendant  of 
Edward,  the  writer  proposed  a  similar  question  and  received 
for  answer  a  reiteration  of  the  same  family  tradition  :  he 
adding,  and  repeating  with  emphasis:  '•  I  knoiv  that  my 
father  used  to  say  it  was  there.''' 

6.  The  former  condition  of  the  land  adjacent  to  the  river 
on  the  west,  or  at  this  locality  the  southwest,  side  of  tlie 
road. 

Within  the  memory  of  some  persons  now  living,  a  wet 
boggy  marsh,  sometimes  overflowed,  extended  from  the  river 
up  beyond  the  site  of  S.  S.  Richardson's  house.  The  writer 
well  remembers  this  low  and  wet  region,  and  has  been  told 
that  it  was  not  till  after  a  very  large  amount  of  gravel  and 
soil  from  a  neighboring  hill  had  been  carted  there,  that  it 
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was  at  all  suitable  fur  the  sites  of  tlie  dwelling's  now  there. 
It  might  have  been  utilized  for  a  mill  or  a  barn,  and  in.deed 
there  is  reason  to  believe  that  one  of  the  barns  uf  Edward 
Converse  actually  stood  there,  with  a  cellar  under  a  part  of 
it,  against  whose  walls  there  was  an  occasional  overflow  of 
water.  But  it  could  not  have  been  suitable  for  a  human 
habitation. 

This  reason  for  rejecting  the  supjiosition  that  the  Converse 
house  stood  on  this  side  of  the  mad  introduces  another,  and 
tlie  last,  which  will  be  here  given. 

7.  The  singular!}-  shrewd  sagacity  of  the  man. 

No  trait  in  the  character  of  Edward  Converse  stands  out 
in  the  record  of  his  whole  career  M'ith  more  prominence  than 
that  of  his  quick  good  sense :  his  ability  to  see  at  a  glance 
the  best  tilings,  and  to  seize  upon  the  most  promising  oppor- 
tunities for  accomplishing  a  desirable  object.  The  writer  of 
this  paper  has  all  along  been  so  impressed,  in  his  investiga- 
tion, with  this  trait  of  the  man,  that  it  seems  to  liim  exceed- 
ingly improbable,  if  not  impossible,  that  such  an  oivner  of  the 
land  on  both  stiles  of  the  road  woidd  reject  the  more  elevated, 
and  every  way  very  eligible,  location  behind  the  great  elm 
on  tlie  east  side,  and  choose  instead  the  wet  boggy  lowland 
on  the  opposite  side,  of  the  road. 

L.   THOMPSON. 


THE   OLD    HOME   OF   EDWARD   CONVERSE. 

WoiJUUN,  August  24.  1885. 
Aiu.r.vH  TifOMPsox,  E.-^(i. 

Dear  Sir.  —  In  an  iiiterview  with  an  aunt  of  mine.  ^liss 
Lydia  Converse,  who  is  a  direct  descendant  of  Deacon  Edward 
Converse,  one  of  the  priiieipal  founders  of  the  town,  and  also 
one  of  the  lirst  two  dcicuns  of  the  First  Ciiurch  of  Woburn, 
she,  without  anv  hesitation,  savs  that   the  old  house  which 


The  Mi/sterlous  Cellars.  243 

formerly  stood  on  the  lot  of  land  now  occupied  by  tlie  house 
built  by  your  father,  the  late  Deacon  Benjamin  F.  Thomp- 
son, on  the  easterly  side  of  Main  Street,  and  known  by  the 
older  iidiabitants  as  the  Abel  Richardson  house,  was  built, 
owned,  and  occupied  by  Deacon  Edward  Converse,  and  tiiat  /^ 

he  continued  to  occupy  the  premises  during  liis  life.  She 
states  furthermore  that  this  was  the  first  house  built  within 
the  limits  of  the  town,  the  second  being  that  of  Deacon 
John  Mousall.  and  was  located  on  what  is  n<jw  IMontvale 
Avenue,  on  or  near  lot  of  land  now  owned  and  occujued 
by  Mrs.  George  Rted,  in  Woburn  Centre.  Deacon  Mousall 
and  Deacon  Converse  were  the  first  two  deacons  of  the  First 
Church  of  Woburn,  and  were  intimately  associated  in  the 
affairs  of  both  town  and  church. 

Yours,  etc. 

ALVAIl  S.  WOOD. 


The  above  statement  is  in  accordance  with  my  knowledge 
and  belief. 

LYDIA  COXVEIISE. 


THE   xMYSTERIOUS   CELLARS. 

Ix  1857  Joel  F.  Hanson  bought  of  Lorenzo  Dupee  the 
farm  then  known  as  the  George  Wymau  place,  situated 
on  Cambridge  Street,  nearly  opposite  to  the  place  then 
called  the  Luke  Reade  farm. 

At  this  time,  in  tlie  north  corner  of  his  farm,  and  near  the 
shore  of  Winter  Pond,  Mr.  ILmson  found  the  remains  of 
two  cellars  —  one  supposed  to  have  been  the  site  of  a  house, 
the  other  that  of  a  barn.  At  a  little  distance  from  the  former 
was  a  hedge  of  a  kind  of  shrub  often  used  in  England  for 
that  purpose,  but  not  a  native  of  this  countrv ;  on  tlie 
other  side  of  this  hedge-row  was  an  old  well,  nearly  filled 
with  stones  and  rulibish. 
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The  bricks  found  in  these  ruined  cellars  were  English  face- 
bricks.  Near  the  house  cellar  stood  two  large  elm-trees, 
the  grass  beneath  them  being  soft,  fine,  and  long,  —  like 
wood-grass,  —  as  if  undisturbed  for  many  years. 

No  information  could  be  gathered  as  to  '•  what  manner  of 
man "  once  lived  there.  The  oldest  person  then  living  in 
that  neighborhood  did  not  remember  any  buildings  on  these 
cellars,  nor  had  heard  from  any  source  of  buildings  ha\ing 
been  there.  It  had  been  observed  that  the  old  well  was  as 
well  stoned  as  any  ever  seen,  and  it  was  evident  that  the 
people  living  there  must  have  been  very  early  settlers,  bring- 
ing from  their  English  home  the  bricks  and  the  favorite  ' 
homestead  shrubbery ;  these,  with  the  cellars  themselves, 
being  all  that  had  survived  the  ravages  of  time. 

Mr.  Hanson,  for  several  years,  kept  these  relics  undis- 
turbed: but  finally,  wishing  to  use  the  land,  cut  down  the 
ancient  elm-trees  and  filled  the  mysterious  cellars. 

Mrs.   STEPHEN  S.   LANGLEY. 
Winchester,  March  3,  18S5. 


The  solution  of  this  mystery  is  to  be  found  in  Sewall's  J 

History  of  Woburn,  containing  the                             _  a 

GENEALOGY    OF    RICHARD    GAltDXER.  1 

"  Richard     Gardner    came,"    says    the    familj-   tradition.  ^> 

"from    the    county   of   Surrey,   England,    and   settled   first  ' 

within    the    bounds    of    Woburn,   having    his    house    nrarJij  '[ 

opposite    to    the    mansion    of  the    late    Luke    Reed,    Esq..    in  'i 

Woburn  West  End.  about   forty  rods  from   the  road,  where  ;^ 

the  remains  of  the  cellar  and  well  were  discernible  in  1857.  !^ 

"But  between  1661  and  1667  he  removed  to  '  Charlestown  -i 

End,'  to  the  spot  where  the  two  maiden  ladies,  Miss  Patience  i 

Gardner  and  her  sister,  had  their  habitation."  | 

This,  therefore,  was  the  "manner  of  man"  who  selected 
that  beautiful  site  on  the   shore  of  Winter  Pond,  and  the 
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following  genealogical  table  will  reniind  man}-  Wincliester 
families  of  their  own  connection  with  Mrs.  Langlcy's  tale  of 
"The  Mysterious  Cellars."' 

The  reason  for  the  abandonment  of  the  premises  thus 
admirably  selected,  and  both  tastefully  and  expensively 
improved,  is  not  given  in  any  record  at  present  within  our 
reach,  and  we  may  conjecture  that  no  reason  less  than  a 
serious  question  of  title  to  the  land  could  probably  have  led 
to  this  result. 

The  "  Charlestown  End  "  place,  named  above,  is  that  now 
known  as  the  Magee  place,  near  the  junction  of  Church  and 
Cambridge  Streets,  Winchester.  "  Gardner's  Row "  ex- 
tended from  Cooke's,  afterward  Cutter's,  mill,  in  Arlington, 
to  this  Kichard  Gardner's  (Mague)  place.  And  long  after 
the  territory  of  Woburn  was  set  off.  what  was  subsequently 
West  Cambridge  (Arlington)  continued  a  part  of  Charles- 
town  and  was  called  "  Charlestown  End." 

The  Misses  Gardner,  named  by  Sewall,  were  descendants 
of  Richard,  and  were  living  at  the  homestead  within  the 
recollection  of  our  older  citizens. 

The  house  next  south  on  Cambridge  Street  was  built  by 
Edward  Gardner,  and  subsequently  purchased  by  John 
Swan,  —  father  of  the  present  occupant.  Mr.  Samuel 
Gardner  owned  and  occupied,  during  his  life,  the  house 
upon  the  west  side  of  the  same  street,  next  below  Mr. 
Butters,  which  house,  in  recent  times,  was  purchased  by 
the  late  D.  N.  Skillings,  and  was  afterward  di-stroyed  by 
fire,  —  the  cellar  walls  still  visible.  Deacon  Henry  Gardner 
lived  on  High  Street,  next  bej'ond  the  Andrews  place. 
These  relics  of  the  Gardner  family  are  knowu  to  our  older 
citizens.  —  Ed. 
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I.  Kicluird  (ianlniM-  inarricil  Aniui  lihiiirhard.  of  Acton  (Savage 
says,  of  Cliarle>towii,  widow  of  Thomas,  of  .Mystic-  Side,  or  Maldi-ii), 
Octobor  IS,  l(;.-,l,  l)y  whom  hf  had:  — 

1.  John,  b.  Aiignst  14,  \iV,i.     (Wobiini  Rocoi-d  Births.) 

2.  Anna,  b.  January  17,  ICVt-"..     Ditnl  before  lier  father.     (Wobvini 

Record  Births.) 

3.  Benjamin,  b.  DeeiMnber  I'i'j,  Ki.'ii;.     Died  l)efore  liis  fatlier.     (\Vo- 

burn  Iteeord  Birtiis.) 

4.  Henry,  b.  Feliruary  1l',  li;."i7-.s.     (W'oburn  Herord  Birtlis.) 

5.  Estliqr,  b.  Oetober   lo,  Km'.i;   ni.  William  Jolin>i)n,  eldest  son  of 

"Win.  and  Esther.     ("VVobuni  Record  Births.) 

6.  Euth,  b.  April  1,  IGi'.I  ;   in.  John    (lypson   (Gibson?).     Woburn 

I'pcord  Birlh-:.)     Born  after  removal  to  Charlostown  End. 

7.  Hannah  (Charlestown  Records) ;   m. Codding-ton. 

8.  Abijraii  (Charlestown  Ri'cords) :  m.  Jas.  Tliompxm. 

9.  Rebecca    (Ch.arlestown    Records) ;     m.    Samuel     Wliirtimore,  of 

CambridiiC. 
10.  Mehctabel  (t'harle-town  Record-):  m.  (J(jiin)  C'lmnet. 

Richd.  Gardner  d.  ^[ay  :.'l)  (al.  :Mar.  i),  ir.'.is,  ajred  about  79.— 
[Gravestone.] 

H.     Hem-y   Gardner  (1  above);   ni.  Elizabeth ,  bv  whom  he 

had:  — 

1.  John,  b.  July  22,  IC'Jo. 

2.  Henry,  b.  August  2.  KJ'.ls. 

3.  Samuel,  b.  Sejiteudjer  10,  1700:  d.  unmarried,  March  3   (al.  De- 

cember 3),  172;!. 

i:  Elizabetli,  b.  Decend>er  25,  17"2:  ui. Sawyer. 

5.  Mary,  b.  May  2s,   170.3;  '-Do.  of  Charle-town  ";  m.  Zechariah 
Flagg,  AVoburn,  January  2.  17:'.3. 
Henry  d.  February  2i',  171::-U,  aged  .J7,  while  hi-   sou  John  wa- 
in college. 

HI.  John,  was  graduated  Harv.  Coll..  171.",:  ordained  at  Stow; 
died,  tlie  minister  of  that  town.  January  lu,  177.'..  aged  >'i. 

He  was  the  father  of  the  Hon.  Henry  fiardner,  Trca*.  of  Mas-,  in 
the  time  of  the  Revolution;  al>o  of  the  Rev.  Franci-  Gardner, 
minister  of  Leomin-ter.  —  Wob.  Itec.  of  Births,  etc. 
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INSCRIPTIONS     FROM     THE     OLDER    BURIAL- 
GROUNDS   IN   WOBURN, 

Relating  to  persons  known  to  have  been  residents  of.  or 
supposed  to  have  been  connected  with,  that  part  of  Wrjburn 
now  embraced  in  the  town  of  Winchester.  Communicated 
by  William  R.  Cutter. 

From  the  First,  or  Oldest,  Buri/iwj-ground,  on  Park  Street. 

CONVERSE. 
Memento  mori.  Fugit  buru. 

Here  lyes  the  body  of  Deacon  Josias  Conuers  aged  72 
years  deceased  the  3  of  February  1G89-90.1 

Here  lyes  ye  Ijody  of  Ann  Conuers  wife  to  James  Conuers 
aged  69  years  died  August  the  10  1691. 

Edward  Conuers  son  of  Edward  &  Sarali  Conuers  aged  3 
dayes  died  28  of  Octobr  1691. 

Here  lyes  ye  body  of  Edward  Conuers  aged  37  years  died 
ye  26  of  Inly  1692. 

Timothy  Convers  son  of  Josias  &  Ruth  Convers  aged 
2  mo  died  September  5  1693. 

Ebenezer  Convers  son  of  James  &  Hannah  Convers  aged 
about  5  years  died  Xouember  9th  1693. 

Josias  Conuers  son  of  Josias  &  Ruth  Conuers  aged  3  years 
died  December  30,  1693. 

Elizabetli  Conuers  Daughter  of  James  &  Hannah  Conuers 
aged  19  years  died  Inly  27  1694. 

Here  lyes  ye  body  of  Esther  Convers  died  November  7t!i 
1703  in  the  16  vear  of  her  acre. 


^ 
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Memento  inori.  Fugit  Iiora.  ] 

Here  lyes  buried  ye  bod_v  of  Maior  lames  Coimers  Esqr  j 

aged  Gl  years  who  de^iarted  this  hfe  Inly  ye  8th  1706.  i 

Memento  mori.                                                            Fugit  hoia.  ' 

Here  lyes  ye  body  of  Pashence  Conver  daughter  of  Maior  > 

lames  &  Haniiali  Conver  who  deijarted  this  life  luly  ye  23rd  1 

1707  in  ye  21st  year  of  her  age.  'r| 

Here    lyes    ye    body   of    Sarah    Convers    who    deceased  j 

December  ye  10th  1713  in  ye  25th  year  of  her  age.  il 

Memento  niori.  Fugit  liora.  ^  \ 

Here  lyes  tlie  body  of  Lieut  James  Conuers  who  departed  A 

this  life  Ma}-  the  lOtli  1715  in  ye  95th  year  of  his  age.  S 

The  Memory-  of  tlio  Just  is  Bks-fJ.  I 

Here  lyes  buried  the  bfidy  of  Capt  Josiah   Convers  who  g 

departed  this  life   July  the  15th  1717  in  the  68th  year  of  k 

his  age.  | 

The  memory  of  ye  Just  is  Blessed.  g 

Benjamin  Converse   Son  of  Capt  Robert  and   Mrs  Mary 

Converse   Deed  Augt  19th   1729   in  ye   Eleventh  Year   of  & 

his  Age.  I 

Here  lyes  Buried  the  Bodj-  of   Mr   Ebenezer  Converse,^  \ 

who  departed  this  life  Sept  ye  6th  1765  in  ye  56th  Year  | 

of  His  Age.  ; 

Frovi  the  Second  Burying-ground,  on  Montvale  Avenue.  \ 

Joseph  Converse,  son  &  only  child  of  Joseph  &  Abigail 
Conver.se,  died  August  17,  1803,  .Et.  2  years  &  5  months. 

•  Ebenezer  Converse,  bora  November  1,  170S,  son  of  Captoin  nobert  aurt  Marr 
(Sawj-er)  Convers  {vide  Sewall's  HisMry,  B06),  ami  jrrandson  of  M.ajor  James  Convers 
(see  a  previous  epitaph),  was  a  selectman  of  Woburu,  1743, 1753,  and  17W;  ami  admitted 
to  membcrsliip  in  Wolmrn  i'irst  Cburcli,  XovembiT,  17iS  (r/rf-'  Cliurch  Manual,  p.  10). 
He  married  wife,  Rutli.  His  house  was  in  "  Carter's  guartcr  "  (South  Village),  1712. 
—  fide  Sewall's  Woburu,  iil,  etc. 

The  foreffoin^'  are  all  tlie  stones  lieariUL'  the  Converse  name  in  the  first  burj-ing- 
pround. 
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Erected  in  memory  of  Mrs.  Huiiiiah  Converse,  wife  of 
Mr.  Jacob  Converse,  died  suddenly,  .Inly  13.  1820,  .Et.  41. 

Therefore,  be  ye  also  ready,  for  in  such  an  hour  as  ye  think  nut, 
the  Son  of  Man  cometh. 

In  Memory  of  ]Mr.  Benjamin  Converse,^  who  died  March 
6th,  1824,  in  the  T3d  year  of  his  age. 

In  Memory  of  Sarah  Converse,  who  died  June  24,  1824, 
in  the  73d  year  of  Her  Age. 

Erected  in  Memory  of  Mrs.  Susannali.  wife  of  Dea.  Jesse 
Converse,  who  died  Octr  10,  1825,  ^Et.  53.  [Concludes  with 
four  lines  of  poetry.] 

In  memory  of  Dea.  Josiah  Converse,  who  died  Septr.  8, 
1840,  in  the  82d  year  of  his  age. 

In  memory  of  Oilman  Converse,  who  died  April  14th, 
1846,  Aged  22  yrs.  &  4  mos.  [Concludes  with  four  lines  of 
poetry.] 


THE   OLD  CONVERSE   MILL. 

"  More  servants  wait  ou  man 
Than  he'll  take  notice  of; 

For  us  the  winds  do  blow 
The  earth  doth  rest,  the  Heavens  move, 
And  fountains  flow."' 

George  Heudekt,  1033. 

In  the  settlement  of  the  early  New  England  villages 
and  towns  it  was  held  of  the  greatest  importance  to  secure  a 
good  source  of  water-supply.  It  will  be  remembered  that  in 
the  early  days  of  Charlestowu  the  want  of  good  water  nearly 

was  son  of  Elienezer  (epit;>ph  hi  former  ynnl). 
Sarah    Wriglit,  1).  July   IS,   174S;   m.    lienjainin 


1  He  IlTcd  at 

Wincliester  Centre 

Sarah  was    hi 

wi.Iow.      She    was 

Converge,  Mv^ 

i»t  C,  1T72. 
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proved  fatal  to  the  settlement.  "  The  people  grew  (li>coii- 
tented  fur  want  of  water,  who  generally  notioned  no  water 
good  for  a  town  but  running  springs"  (Charlestown 
Records).  The  leaders  of  the  eolony,  including  Governor 
Winthroj),  decided,  December  6,  1630,  to  remove  from 
Charlestown  to  Roxbury  and  build  a  town  there,  but  eight 
days  afterwanl  cuncluded  not  to  do  so,  as  "there  was  no 
running  water."  (Savaye's  Winthrop.  i,  38).  Shawmut, 
Watertown,  and  Dorchester  were  settled  at  this  time  by 
people  fi'om  Charlestown,  who  were  attracted  to  these  places  j 

by  finding  "  good  waters  "  there.  I 

After  tliis  "  dispersion  "  of  the  inhabitants  of  Charlestmvn,    '         1 
there  were  left  upon  tlie  records  of   the  town    tlie    names  j 

of  seventeen  who  remained,  and  among    them  were    three  j 

-w-ho  took  part  in  the  settlement  of   that  part    of    Woburn  I 

which  is  now  called  Winchester:  Increase  Xowell.  Edward  j 

Converse,  and  Ezekiel  Richardson.  | 

Edward  Converse  was  the  builder  and  first  owner  of  the  'i 

"  Old  ]\Iill  "  in  this  town,  now  known  as  Whitney's  Mill.  | 

His  house  and  farm  \^ere  near  this  sjiot.     It  is  very  probable  | 

that   after   his   experience   in    Charlestown    he    appreciated  i 

"good  waters,"  and  chose  the  banks  of  the  Abajona.  I 

.    We  shall  have  the  less  to  s;'.y  of  Edward  Converse's  life  i 

in  this  paper,  as  a  much  fuller  paper  is  bring  prepared  by  \ 

another  member  of  this  Society.  I 

In  the  earliest  records  both  of  Charlestown  and  Woburn  j 

he  is  prominent  as  a  town  and  a  church  ollicer,  as  a  large  ' 

taxpayer,  and  a  citizen  of  great  energy  and  enterprise,  as 
well  as  leader  in  some  of  the  most  important  movements. 

The  first  mention  made  of  him  in  connection  with  Woburn 
or  the  locality  in  which  we  now  live,  is  found  in  the 
Records  of  Charlestown  under'  date  of  1635,  where  we 
read:  "Edward  Converse,  William  Brackenbury,  and  Mr. 
Abraham  Palmer  were  desired  to  go  ui)  into  the  country 
upon  discovery  three   or  four    days,"   for  which    they  were 
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to  be  "riatisfied  at  the  charge  of  the  town."  On  subsequent 
ex])editions.  made  by  different  parties  into  tliis  region,  then 
called  "  Waterfield,"  Edward  Converse  was  the  header. 
Those  who  moved  in  the  matter  of  settling  this  town  are 
spoken  of  thus:  "3  of  10  mo.  —  Full  2)ower  was  given  to 
Edward  Conuars  and  company  to  go    on  with    the  work." 

The  first  house  ei-ected  in  Woburn  was  undonljtedly  that 
of  Edward  Converse,  which  was  probably  close  to  his  mill 
and  near  the  site  of  the  present  Thompson  House  on  Main 
Street.  Here  also  was  erected  the  first  bridge  over  the 
"Abersonce,"  or  Abajona,  at  a  point  on  the  river  called  the 
"  King's  Ford,"  and  doubtless  near  the  present  bridge.  The 
record  by  Edward  Johnson  reads  as  follows:  "10  of  12  mo. 
—  The  first  bridge  was  laid  over  the  Abersonce  River,  over 
against  Edward  Conuars  house  and  called  Could  Bridg."' 

Another  record  virtually  substantiates  the  date  previous 
to  which  the  Converse  house  must  have  been  built.  It  is 
the  introduction,  or  prologue,  with  which  Ed\\-ard  Jdhnson 
commenced  his  work  as  recorder. 

"KECOR])S   FOll  THE  TOWXE  OF   WODUIiXE. 

'MlVoui  the  yiMi-  liUn;  tlic:  s:  day  of  th:   lu  month     , 
Paulisper  Fui. 

"Ill  pcuilos  a.Lic  I,  Wobunic  Tow  iie.  bciiuu; 
Charles  Towne  first  moued  tho  Court  luy  liiis  to  span 
To  vewe  my  land  place,  couii>ild  body  IJeare 
Nowell,  Siniii,  Sedjovick,  tlies  my  i)aterons  were: 
Sum  fearinj;  He  grow  g:re;U  upon  the^e  prownds 
Poor  I  wa-e  putt  to  nur>  anioni;  the  Clownes 
Who  being  taken  with  .-ucli  miglity  thing'; 
As  had  been  work  of  Xoble  Qeein--  and  King- 
Till  Babe  gau  crye  and  great  disturbance  make 
Nurses  Repent  tliuy  did  liar  undertake 
One  leaves  her  quite,  anotiicr  hee  dotli  hie 
To  foreii  lauds  free  from  tlie  Babys  Cr\e 


252  Tlie  Winchester  Record. 

"A  naiglibour  1>\ ,  liupeinu'  tlir  Babe  \\  nld  bi-e 
A  pi-itty  Girle,  to  I{<ickiiijf  liar  went  liee. 
Too  nurses  le<s  uiidaiUO(l  tlicn  tlie  rest 
ffirst  liouses  tfini-li.  tlius  the  Girle  \xaw  drest. 
Its  Kare  to  see  how  this  poore  Towne  did  rise 
By  weakess  means  two  weako  in  great  ons  eys. 
And  sure  it  is  that  mettells  cloere  exstractiou 
Had  neuer  share  in  this  Poorc  Towns  erexion 
Without  which  metall  and  sum  fresh  suplys 
Patrons  conclud  she  neuer  upp  wold  rise." 

This  is  veritable  history,  if  not  poetry,  and  the  characters 
alluded  to  are  readily  itnderstood.  The  •'  two  nurses  "  were 
Edward  Converse  and  John  ]\Iousall,  wjiose  houses  were 
"finished  first,"  and  pri-or  to  December  8,  1640,  the  date  of 
this  jirologue. 

We  must  lielieve  the  Converse  Mill  to  have  been  built 
very  soon  after  the  house.  Converse  was  a  man  of  too  much 
energy  to  wait  a  very  long  time  before  he  set  the  water  at 
work  grinding  corn,  wliich  was  so  essential  to  tlie  iieople  of 
the  new  town.^ 

The  first  legal  document  we  find  on  record,  relating  to 
this  mill,  recites  an  agreement  or  arbitration,  under  date  20, 
12  mo.,  1649.  —  between  John  Hale  and. Edward  Converse, 
—  before  Edward  Johnson,  as  to  the  fiowage  of  Hale's 
meadow  by  Converse's  milldani. 

This  was  seven  years  after  the  incorporation  of  the  town, 
and  the  dam  must  have  been  built  and  the  meadow 
overflowed  before  the  damage  complained  of  could  have 
occurred. 

The  arbitration  reads  thus  :  — 

"Upon  an  Arbitration  between  Robert  Hale  and  Edward 
Converse,  concerning  meadow  Land  overlliowed  by  the  ^lill 
of  the  said  Edward,  It  is  agreed  By  us  whose  names  are 

the  e.irlv  work  of  tliU  mill,  as  it  is  salil  to  he  tlie  fa.-t 


Ut  l3  not  iiiiprolj 

,blc  tlia 

In  its  later  hist..r> 

tlie    « 

October  to  April, - 

ml  the 
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underwritten,  that  the  said  Edward  Converse  shall  pay  for 
full  satisfaction  the  sume  of  seven  pounds  to  the  said  Robert 
Hale  and  this  in  Current  money  or  in  corne  or  in  Cattle  at 
a  valluable  consideration,  provided  notwithstanding  that  If 
any  part  of  the  said  meadows  be  recovered  out  of  the  watter 
it  shall  be  lawfull  for  the  said  Robert  Hale  to  repossesc  the 
same ;  paying  to  the  said  Edward  Converse  tweutie  shillings 
an  Acor  for  so  much  as  he  shall  think  fitt  to  make  use  of 
againe.  And  further  If  the  whole  shall  be  recovered,  then 
the  said  Robt  Ilale  shall  Pay  Backe  Againe  the  whole  sume 
of  seven  Pounds,  and  untell  the  money  be  repaid  as  above 
Expressed,  it  shall  be  used  by  the  said  Edward  Converse. 

"  Dated  the  Twentyetii  of  the  twelfth  mo  1G49 

"The  payment  nf  the  said  sume  of  seven  Pounds  to  be 
payd  by  Edward  Ci inverse  to  Robert  hale  shall  be  by  the 
twent3-etli  of  the  ninth  month  next  Insueing  the  date 
heare  of 

"JOim  MOUSALL 

EDWARD  JOILN'SON 

JULES   Xl'TT 

JOHN  WrJGIIT 

SAJSIUEL  RICHARDSOX  [mark]  X 

JA:yiES   TUOMPsOX   [mark]   T 

"This  above  written  Is  a  true  Copy  of  the  Oridginall 
Writing  Compared  word  for  word  this :  Last  day  June 
1662.  pr  me 

"EDAVAED  BURTT 


We  would  note,  in  passing,  that  Robert  Hale  lived  in 
Charlestown,  and  was  the  ancestor  of  Nathan  Hale,  executed 
by  the  British  in  the  War  of  the  Revolution  as  a  spv.  He 
owned  a  meadow  lot  in  "  Watertield,""  as  all  the  central  part 
of  Winchester  was  then  called.  This  meadow  was  on  the 
east  side  of  the  stream,  next  to  Samuel  Richardson's  lot  of 
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ninety  acres,  wliieli  latter  extended  into  the  "  Rock  field,"  as  | 

the  land  along  and  above  our  present  Highland  Avenue  was  | 

then  called.  i 

It  may  now  be  asked.  How  did  Edward  Converse  obtain  \ 

possession  of  liis  laud?     He  obtained  it  as  an  inhabitant  of  ^ 

Charlestown.     The  early  inhabitants  parceled  out  the  lands  \ 

gi-anted  to  their  respective   towns,  —  sometimes   bestowing  ^] 

them  for  eminent  services,  at  other  times  dividing  them  under  j 

direction  of  the  selectmen  or  special  committees  appointed  | 

by  the  town.'     And  it  will  be  remembered  that  the  earliest  y 

immigrants  were  each  entitled  to  fifty  acres  of  land,  by  the  ;| 

regulations  of  the  London  Company,  and  also  fifty  acres  for  /  .': 

each  servant.     (Frothinghara's  Historj'  of  Charlestown.)  ^ 

In  some  or  several  of  the  ways  named.  Converse  obtained  | 

the  thirteen  different  lots  of  land  accredited  to  him  in   the  | 

"Charlestown  Book  of  Possessions."     In  1638  he  is  recorded  | 

as  the  owner  of  these  thirteen  distinct  i)roperties,  numbered  K 

consecutively    in    the    Records,    and    No.    12    includes    the  k 

ground  of  the  present  Wliitney  Mill,  as  it  does  also  that  of  ji 

the    Cutter   and   the    Cowdery,  Cobb   &    Nicholls   Mills  in  i. 

Winchester.  I- 

The  description  of  this  Xo.  12  is  as  follows:  —  [■: 

"Eightie  Acres  of  land  by  estimation,  more  or  lesse,  Scit^  ;' 

Mate  in  Waterfield,  bounded  east  by  the  river,  on  the  Xorth-  \ 
west  by  Eze.   Richardson,  Rob.   Rand,  Tho.    Moulton    and 
John  Crow:  on  the  Northwest  (?)  by  Tho.  Moulton,  John 
Martin  and  Mr.  Simms." 

This  last  boundary  is  evidently  recorded  wrong,  as  the 
boundaries  of  Moulton  and  Symmes  "  butted  Northeast  on 

'"163*.  The  first  mnnth,  the  iS:  d.iy  |  Abm :  Palmer,  rhosen  by  the  Toivne 
for  keepeing  the  Towne  Booke,  as  also  to  Recorii  all  pprieties  of  Houses,  Lands, 
Meadow  or  Pasture,  as  any  Inhabitants  of  ye  Towne  are,  or  shall  bee  possest  of 
accordg:  to  an  ordr  of  Court  provided  in  yt  behalfe." 

"  1G38.  ' 

•■  On  the  iSth  day  of  the  X  month  was  Uiken  A  True  Record  of  all  .-uch  houses  & 
Lands  as  are  Possessed  hy  the  Inhabitants  of  Charlestown,  whethr  by  jiurtliase,  by 
gift  from  the  Towne,  or  by  allottnieiits  as  they  were  devlded  amongst  them  by  A  Joyut 
Consent  aftr  the  OeuU  Court  h.id  settleil  thelre  Bounds,"  etc.  —  Charlestown  liecnrds.  ; 


The  Old  Converse  Mill.  255 

Converse";  which  is  shown  also  hy  the  ancient  plan  of  the 
Symmes  farm  in  the  archives  of  our  Society. 

If  the  tender  consciences  of  the  present  Winchester 
landholders  are  trouhled  with  the  thought  that  these  lands 
were  stolen  from  the  poor  Indian  hefore  the  town  of 
Charlestown  could  thus  bestow  them,  the  history  .of  Squa 
Sachem  and  her  deeds  of  conveyance  (as  described  in  The 
Record,  by  Mr.  Symmes,  pp.  19-21)  will  satisfy  them, 
doubtless,  that  these  lands  were  duly  conveyed,  and  the 
chain  of  title  was  as  good  as  it  could  well  be.  And  it  is 
interesting  to  know  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Frothingham, 
in  his  History  of  Charlestown,  that  one  of  Squa  Sacliem"s 
residences  was  near  Gardner's  I!ow,  in  West  Cambridge, 
which  would  bring  it  near  the  present  residence  of  Abijah 
Thompson. 

Satisfied  that  Edward  Converse,  in  common  with  other 
ancient  landowners  in  Winchester,  had  good  and  sufficient 
title  to  his  farm  and  mill  privilege,  let  us  consider  what 
business  was  carried  on  there  in  1640. 

It  is  probable  that  he  used  the  water-poM'er  for  no  otlier 
purpose  than  to  grind  corn. 

In  the  old  deeds  it  is  invariably  called  a  "  corne  mill,"  and 
no  allusion  is  found  to  an}'  other  uses  of  the  water-power  at 
this  point.  Indian  corn  was  the  principal  product  of  the 
soil,  the  principal  article  of  food,  and  the  grinding  of  it  the 
only  business  at  that  date  requiring  the  use  of  water-power. 
Power-saws  or  other  machinery  for  wood  or  metal  were  not 
introduced  till  long  after  this  date. 

But  so  important  was  the  cornmill  that  it  determined  the 
location  and  construction  of  the  highways. 

"  Plain  St.,"  now  Cambridge  Street,  was  laid  out  in  1G46 
from  Woburn  to  Captain  Cook's  mill  (referred  to  in  Squa 
Sachem's  deed.  The  Eenord,  p.  21),  professedly  to  reach 
that  mill ;  and  "  Driver's  Lane,"  now  Church  Street,  leading 
from   the   "  King's   Furd "  (near  Converse's  mill)  to   Plain 
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Street,  seems  to  liave  had  tlio  mill  as  its  main  object.  The 
great  road  to  Charlestown  may  indeed  have  been  determined 
in  part  by  other   considerations,  such   as   directness   and  the  j 

absence  of  ditlicult  liills,  yet  we  find  the  roads  from  Woburn  i 

Centre  and  Richardson's  Row,  as  well  as  other  ancient  roads,  •; 

actual  ways  of  access  to  Converse's  milh  '\ 

The  building  of  "  Longe  Bridge."'  August  26,  1G41   (the  ! 

second  bridge  named  in  the  Woburn  Records),  it  is  certainly  . ; 

reasonable  to    suppose,   was   required    by    the    necessity    of  j 

travel  to  and  from  a  mill,  —  not  Cooke's  mill,  for   a   road  to  \ 

that  mill  was  not  projected  till  1840,  —  and,  if  it  was  Coii-  % 

verse's  mill,  it  raises  an  interesting  (piestioii  as  to  the  actual^         1 
location  of  that  bridge.     The  saddle  and  pillion  were  used  '■ 

to  convey  the  peorile  to  church  and  ou  all  other  occasions  ;. 

requiring  conveyance,  except  "going  to  the  mill."  ■^- 

In  the  Woburn  Records,  under  date  of  "  20  of  G  mo.'"  1641. 
we  read:  "A  bridge  was  made  across  Horn  Pond  River: 
though  the  place  was  so  boggy  that  it  swallowed  up  much 
wood  before  it  could  be  made  passable,  yet  it  was  linishcd 
and  called  Longe  Bridge." 

Horn  Pond  River  is  the  stream  llowing  from  the  outlet  of 
Horn  Pond  to  its  junction  with  the  Abajona,  near  tlie  land 
of  Mr.  D.  N.  Skillings,  at  which  point  the  junction  is  seen 
when  the  water  is  drawn  from  the  millpond.  ', 

Hence  at  any  point  on  the  stream  a  bridge  could  be  said 
to  be  "across  Horn  Poud  River." 

The  bridge  across  this  river,  in  tJie  rear  of  ilr.  Sullivan 
Cutter's  residence,  called  "  Blind  Bridge,"  and  so  designated 
as  early  at  least  as  the  date  of  Edward  Converse's  will  (see 
page  2.3.5  of  The  Record'),  was  un(iUestionably  on  the  road 
from  Woburn  Centre  to  the  old  mill,  and  must  have  been 
built  at  a  time  when  Edward  Converse  himself  was  in  a 
position  of  superior  iulluenee  in  town  affairs. 

But  little  reflection  is  needeel  to  convince  us  that  among 
the  verv  earliest  needs   of   the    town   would    be    a  "  bridge 
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across  Horn  Pond  River  "  at  sucli  a  point  as  would  connect 
the  mill  and  the  oldest  settlement  in  the  town  with  the 
central  village. 

The  discussion,  however,  of  this  question  of  the  location 
of  the  -"  Longe  Bridg  "'  involves  too  much  investigation,  and 
woidd  occupy  more  space  than  can  be  reasonably  devoted 
to  it  in  this  article :  therefore  the  writer  hopes  that  another 
opportunity  will  be  had  for  a  fuller  presentation  of  his 
reasons  for  hesitating  to  receive  the  common  belief  that  it 
was  located  at  the  outlet  of  the  pond  at  Pond  Street. 

As  we  have  said,  Edward  Converse  died  in  1G63.  He 
was  succeeded  at  the  mill  by  his  sons. 

Of  these  sons  we  shall  now  record  nothing  except  an 
account  of  the  death  of  Samuel,  who  was  killed  by  the 
■water-wheel,  February  20,  16G9.  The  record  of  this  acci- 
dent is  full  and  complete,  and  found  in  tlie  Middlesex  Court 
Records,  file  20,  1670,  paper  3. 

It  seems  strange  that  this  record  has  not  been  discovered 
before.  It  has  never  been  alluded  to  b}-  any  historian  of 
Woburn,  and  has  been  lost  sight  of  by  the  Couvei'se  famih' 
for  many  years ;  even  the  date  of  his  death  is  not  given  by 
Sewall  in  the  Converse  Genealogy. 

It.  may  be  claimed  as  a  crumb  of  original  local  history 
brought  to  light  by  the  formation  of  this  Society. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  know  that  at  this  early  date,  more 
than  one  hundred  years  prior  to  the  Kevolution,  our  fathers 
knew  how  tu  hold  such  inquests  "  decently  and  in  order." 

The  papers  referred  to  are  labeled  •'  Samuel  Converse 
Jury."     "•  Verdict  on  his  death." 

The  first  papier  is  the  deposition  of  two  witnesses  to  the 
accident,  and  reads  as  follows  :  — 

"  We  Isaac  Brooks  and  James  Thompson  being  about  the 
21  of  Feb.  G9  in  the  Corne  mill  belonging  to  the  Converses, 
at  Wooburne,  on  of  suddain  we  heard  a  voice  about  the  mill 
wheel  saying  stop  the  wheel,     upon  wh.  the  said  Thompson 
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did  run  to  the  luill  gate  &  looking  towards  the  mill  wheel  he 
saw  as  he  thought  a  man  laid  down  and  cried  oat  my  unkle 
is  killed.  Isaak  in  the  mean  time  did  run  to  the  waterwheel 
and  found  Samuel  Converse  wth  his  iiead  fastened  between 
the  water  wheel  and  water  wall. 

•■,"  The  said  Thompson  in  tlie  mean  time  did  shut  the  gate 
and  came  running  to  the  sd  Brooks.  Now  the  water  wheel 
being  turned  backwards  did  raise  upwards  and  wee  seeing 
his  head  cleared  went  unto  lum  and  did  take  him  up  alive 
who  bled  excessively.  We  did  carry  him  into  his  house  and 
soon  after  we  brought  him  in  his  bleeding  stopt  >k.  in  about 
half  an  houres  time  as  we  conceive  he  was  quite  departed.  ', 

"  The    Verdict  of  the  jurij  of  quest  on  the  death  of  Samuel 
Converse. 

"We  subscribed  being  by  the  Constable  of  Wooburn 
Summoned  a  jury  of  quest  upon  the  suddain  and  untimely 
■death  of  Seargt  Samuel  Convars  late  of  Wooburne,  upon 
examination  of  the  Witnesses  tliat  did  take  him  up,  going 
to  the  place  from  whence  he  was  taken  up  &  viewing  of  the 
Corps,  doe  conceive  that  the  said  Convars  was  cutting  some 
ice  from  off  tiie  water  wheele  of  the  corne  mill  &  so  over- 
reaching with  his  axe  was  caught  by  his  coate  with  some 
parte  of  the  wheele  whereby  his  coate  was  rent  to  the 
ChoUer  thereoff  &  that  not  giving  way  his  head  was  drawne 
downe  untill  it  was  sucked  in  between  the  water  wall  &  the 
water  wheele.  now  as  is  said  he  did  call  to  shutt  down  the 
wheele  but  in  all  probabillitie  he  received  his  mortall  wound 
scone  after  he  spake  to  stop  the  Wiieele.  We  saw  much 
blood  in  the  place  whereabouts  he  was  judgeil  to  stand,  also 
there  was  blood  upon  the  snow  from  the  place  to  his  house, 
as  is  said  he  was  carried  to  his  house  alive  and  being  set 
in  a  chair  his  blood  quickly  settled  within  him  wholly  pre- 
venting him  from  speaking  &  in  about  half  an  hour  was 
dead.     We  found  the  back  side  of  his   head  greatly  bruised 
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his  nose  grizzle  as  wee  think  was  broken  so  that  the  said 
Couvars  his  liead  lying  as  before  expressed  we  judge  his 
death  to  be  by  the  water  wheele  of  the  Corne  ^lill. 
22:  12:  69. 
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The  history  of  the  successive  ownership: 
remains  to  be  told. 
M.A,ncu  3,  188.3.  ARTHUR   E.  WHITNEY. 


WINCHESTER   IN    1640. 


My  paper,  read  January  6,  1885,  related  to  the  character 
of  the  wilderness  as  described  in  Edward  Johnson's  Wonder- 
working Providence,  and  the  manner  of  commencing  the 
new.  settlements,  and  the  action  of  the  General  Court  in 
granting  additional  land  to  Charlestown  for  the  settlement 
of  Woburn,  with  quotations  from  the  Woburn  Records  from 
Maj-  14,  1G40,  to  September  30  of  the  same  year. 

"  On  the  5th  of  9  mo,"  we  read  from  the  same  Records, 
"  the  perstins  above  specified  were  now  chosen  by  tlie  church 
of  Charlestown  for  the  carrying-on  of  the  aftairs  of  the 
new  town." 

We  must  remember  that  the  actors  were  all  still  living 
in  Charlestown.  The  persons  referred  to  in  the  record 
just  read  were  Edward  Converse,  Edward  Johnson,  John 
Mousall,  ]Mr.  Thomas  Graves,  Samuel  Richison,  and  Thomas 
Richison.  And  the  meetings  which  are  recorded  are  held  at 
one  or  another  of  their  Charlestown  iiouses. 
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On  the  ninth  of  the  same  month  (or  November  9),  "these 
persons,  associating  to  them  Edward  Johnson,  who  con- 
tinued with  tlieni  during  the  whole  work,  went  to  discover 
the  hind  about  Shawshin  River ;  being  lost  were  forced  to 
lie  under  the  rocks,  whilst  the  rain  and  snow  did  bedew  their 
rocky  beds." 

On  the  seventeenth  of  the  same  month  (November)  "  a 
meeting  was  held  to  set  a  division  between  Charlestown  and 
Wobui'uo,  wliieh  was  in  part  assented  to,  but  afterwards 
denied."  And  on  the  twenty-third  of  the  same  month  we 
read :  — 

"The  church  of  Charlestown  meet  to  consider  of  those 
that  should  go  up  to  this  town  ;  and  seeing  many  appear, 
fearing  the  depopulation  of  Charlestown,  from  that  day 
forward  had  a  suspicious  eye  over  them." 

But  upon  the  third  of  December,  the  clmrch  seems  to  have 
relented,  for  the  entry  reads  thus :  — 

"  3  of  10  mo. —  Full  power  was  given  to  Edward  Converse 
and  compan\"  to  go  on  with  the  work." 

And  on  the  twenty-second  of  December  we  read :  "  Con- 
sidering the  weightiness  of  the  work  and  the  weakness  of 
the  persons,  this  day  was  set  apart  fur  humble  seeking- of 
God  by  prayer  and  fasting  for  help  in  a  work  of  so  great 
consequence,  which  was  performed  at  the  house  of  John 
Mousall,  by  the  forenamed  persons  and  their  wives,  the  Lord 
assisting." 

Four  days  previous  to  this,  however,  or  on  the  eighteenth 
of  December,  we  find  the  meeting  was  held  at  which  the 
organization  of  the  new  town  was  effected. 

At  this  meeting  "  Edward  Johnson  was  appointed  Re- 
corder, who  drew  a  plot  of  the  town."  And  at  this  meeting 
"  town  orders  were  concluded  on." 

The  preamble  was  imitated,  almost  copied,  word  for  word, 
from  that  of  the  author  of  the  "  Liberties  of  the  Massachu- 
setts   Colonic,"    attributed    to     Mr.    Nathaniel    Ward,    who 
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might,  or   might    not.    have    originally   framed    the    noble 
thoughts  it  contains. 

Mr.  Ward  tva»,  hdwever,  the  author  of  the  code  of  laws 
which  was  adopted  by  the  General  Court  and  known  as  the 
"  Liberties  of  the  Mass.  Colony."  ^ 

TOWN    ORDERS. 

"  The  free  fruition  of  such  liberties  and  privileges  as 
humanity,  civility,  and  Christianity  calls  for  are  due  to  every 
man,  with  his  place  and  proportion,  without  impeachment 
and  infringing,  which  hath  ever  been,  or  ever  will  be,  the 
tranquillity  and  stability  of  Christian  Commonwealths  ;  and 
tlie  denial  or  the  deprival  thereof  the  disturbance,  if  not  the 
ruin,  of  both." 

"  We  hold  it,  therefore,  our  duty  and  safety  for  the  better 
disposing  of  all  the  lands  and  benelits  of  the  town  of 
Woburne,  and  for  the  preventing  of  all  troublesome  com- 
plaints, and  the  maintainance  of  love  and  agreement,  it 
is  required  that  all  persons  admitted  to  be  inhabitants  in 
the  said  town  shall  by  voluntary  agreement  subscribe  to 
these  orders  following ;  upon  which  conditions  they  are 
admitted :  — 

"  First  order.  For  the  carrying-on  common  charges,  all 
such  persons  as  shall  be  thought  meet  to  have  land  and 
admittance  for  inhabitants  shall  pay  for  every  acre  of  land 
formerly  laid  out  by  Charlestown,  but  now  in-  the  limits  of 
Woburn,  sixpence ;  and  for  all  hereafter  laid  out,  twelve- 
pence. 

"  Second  order.  Every  person  taking  lot  or  land  in  the  said 
town  shall,  witiiin  tifteen  months  after  the  laying-out  of  the 
same,  build  for  dwelling  thereon,  and  improve  the  said  land 
by  planting  either  in  part  or  in  whole ;  or  surrender  the 
same  up  to  the  town  again.  Also,  the}'  shall  not  make  sale 
of  it  to  any  jierson  but  such  as  the  town  shall  approve  of. 

>  See  IntroiluctloD  to  Woii'ler-  Working  rroridence,  p.  101.    By  Wm.  F.  Poole. 
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"  Third  order.  That  all  manner  of  persons  shall  fence 
their  cattle  of  all  sorts,  either  by  fence  or  keeper ;  only  it  is 
required,  all  garden  plots  and  orchards  shall  be  well  inclosed, 
either  by  pale  or  otherwise. 

"  Fourth  order.  That  no  manner  of  persons  shall  entertain 
inmate,  either  married  or  other  for  a  longer  time  than  three 
days,  without  the  consent  of  four  of  the  selectmen ;  every 
person  offending  in  this  particular  shall  jiay  to  the  use  of 
the  town,  for  every  day  tiiey  offend  therein,  sixpence. ^ 

"  Fifth  order.  That  no  person  shall  fell  or  cut  any  young 
oak,  like  to  be  good  timber,  under  eight  inches  square, 
upon  forfeiture  of  five  shillings  for  every  such  offence." 

Thirty-two  persons  subscribed  to  these  orders. 


Edward  Johnson. 
Edward  Converse. 
John  Mousall. 
Ezckill  i;iLhi.soii. 
SaiiiueHvell  Jticliisuu 
Thomas  Itichison. 
William  Lernodt. 
James  Thompson. 
John  Wright. 
Jlichall  Bacon. 
John  Seers. 
Mr.  Thomas  Graven. 
Nicholas  Davis. 
Nicholas  Treericc. 
John  Carter. 
Jimies  Converse. 


Danill  Bacon. 
Edward  Winne. 
Henry  Beldi^n. 
Fi-aiK'is  Kendall. 
John  Teed. 
Ilem-y  Fnitliiiig-ham. 
Will  Greene. 
Benjamin  Butterfield. 
Henry  Jcfts. 
James  Parker. 
John  lUissclI. 
James  Brittun. 
Thomas  Fuller. 
Kichard  Lowden. 
John  Wyuian. 
Francis  Wvman. 


Upon  the  fourth  of  January  the  record  reads  :  — 
"  Meeting  at  Edward  Converse  house,  where  were  admitted 
many  persons  to  set  down  their  dwellings  in  this  town ;  yet 
being  shallow  in  brains,  fell  off  afterwards.  At  this  meeting 
Mr.  George  Bunker  surrendered  up  his  lot  to  the  town's 
disposal,  and  had  recompense." 


*  It  ajipears  by  subsequ 
violating  tills  onkr. 


records  tiiat  Gi 


severely  ilealt  with  lor 
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From  the  manner  in  wliieli  Mr.  Bunker  is  spoken  of  we 
are  to  infer  tliat  lie  was  not  included  in  the  class  of  the 
shallow-brained.  He  appears  in  history  as  the  owner  of 
Bunker's  Hill,  in  Charlestown,  and  is  honored  by  the  monu- 
ment which,  as  long  as  it  is  called  "  Bunker  Hill  ^lonument." 
will  show  that  he  was  wiser  than  he  knew  in  backing  out  of  I 

the  Woburn  speculation. 

On  the  tenth  of  Februar}-  '•  the  first  bridge  was  laid  over 
the    Abersonce    Eiver    (later    called    the    Abajona),    "over  1 

against    Edward    Converse's    house."    and    "  called    Could  j 

Bridg." 

From    the    last   two   entries    just    read,    we    gather    the  j 

following  facts  :  —  j 

1.  That  Edward  Converse  had,  prior  to  the  eleventh  j 
month,  1640.  built  and  occupied  a  house  upjon  this  territory,  ,' 
which  we  know  from  various  sources  was  near  Mr.  Whitney's  '■ 
mill,  in  Winchester. 

2.  That  the  meetings  spoken  of  as  held  at  his  house  were 
tlie  first  meetings  held  within  the  territory  of  Woburn.  and 
this  house  the  first  headquarters  of  the  town. 

3.  That  the  bridge  across  the  Abajona  at  this  point  was 
the  first  Iniilt  in  the  new  town. 

The  year  1640,  by  the  mode  of  reckoning  then  used.' 
ended  with  the  last  day  of  February. 

This  month  of  Februarj-  was  a  very  busy  one,  as  well  as 
a  cold  one,  if  we  may  infer  as  much  from  the  name  they  gave 
to  this  first  bridge,  "  the  Could  Bridg." 

On  tlie  eighth  "  the  men  aj^pointed  for  this  town  aft'airs 
travelled  to  discover  a  fitting  place  to  lay  tliis  town  out. 
After  two  days  search,  it  was  by  the  greater  number  thought 
meet  to  be  laid  out  on  the  east  side  of  the  land  granted  to 
this  town,  whicii  accordingly  was  done  after  two  days  more.'" 

On  the  twelfth  they  held  a  "  meeting  at  Samuel  lliehi- 
son's  "  to  consult  about  a  minister,  and  admit  more  persons 
to  the  new  town. 
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Ou  the  thirteenth  they  met  at  Ezekill  Richison's,  sucli  as 
proposed  to  settle  here,  and  appointed  tlie  Tuesday  following 
(sixteenth),  for  meeting  at  the  ground  which  had  been  . 
selected  for  the  town,  but  •'  they  received  no  small  dis- 
couragement "  from  Mr.  Increase  Nowell.  the  magistrate, 
and  the  Rev.  Zechariah  Symnies,  the  minister. 

On  the  sixteenth  they  came,  forty  of  them  however,  to 
the  selected  place.  •'  where,"'  says  Mr.  Johnson,  '•  the  new 
town  should  have  been  placed,  marking  trees  and  laying 
bridges,"  but  "  the  way  being  so  plain  backward  that  divers 
never  went  forward  again." 

On  the  twent3'-nintli  (it  was  leap  year),  "  Mr.  Nowell. 
Capt.  Sedgewick,  Lieut.  Sprague,  and  some  others  by 
Charlestown  appointed,  advised  to  remove  the  houselots  and 
place  for  the  meeting-hnuse  to  the  place  where  they  now 
stand." 

Thus  ends  the  record  of  1640. 

Early  in  tlie  sjiring  which  succeeded,  the  lots  of  land  were 
marked,    allotted,   and   at   once    improvements   upon    them 
commenced. 
March  3,  18s5.  ABI.TAII  THOMI»SOX. 


OUR   ABORIGINES. 

SOJIE  notice  of  the  natives  found  in  occupancy  by  our 
forefathers  properly  belongs  to  our  history. 

By  some  law  or  freak  of  association,  which  it  might  be 
difficult  to  deliue,  we  are  reminded,  while  reading  up 
"authorities'"  upon  these  aborigines,  of  the  "house  that 
Jack  built."  One  builds  upon  another,  others  upon  their 
predecessoi-s,  until  a  mass  of  literature  accumulates  which 
promises  abundant  light,  while  it  gives  but  little,  as  to  the 
ethnological  or  ethnographical  questions  involved.  "We  have 
insuthcient    data    for    determining    whetlicr    tiiese     Indians, 
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most  commonly  called  Pawtuckets,  are  in  any  degree  akin 
to  the  Mound-builders,  from  whom  they  may  have  degener- 
ated, or  to  tlie  Iroquois,  or  to  other  of  the  conjectural  race- 
divisions.  Neither  skull,  color,  feature,  traditional  customs, 
nor  languages  afford  any  satisfactory  answers  to  questions 
siich  as  are  [ilausibly  successful  respecting  most  other  grand 
divisions  of  mankind. 

\Ye  must  be  content  witli  the  fragments  of  observation 
left  by  those  who  tirst  looked  upon  them  ou  these  shores 
and  in  these  forests. 

The  terms  "  Aberginians,"'  *' Abergenymen,"  "Abarginuy- 
meu,"  and  the  like,  in  tlie  earliest  mention  of  the  natives 
of  Massachusetts,  seem,  by  some  bungling  corruption  of  the 
word  "  aborigines,"  to  have  denoted  only  the  savages  at 
large. 

John  Smith  (1614)  designates  those  found  on  this  coast 
as  the  "  Massachusetts,"  and  estimates  their  number  at  about 
three  thousand  (Mass.  Hist.  Coll.  xxxvi,  p.  119) ;  describing 
them  as  a  "well-proportioned  people."  Wood,  in  his  tract 
entitled  "New  England's  Prospect"  (1634),  describes  the 
"  Aberginians " ;  and  Bancroft  (vol.  iii,  p.  3)  quotes  his 
description  as  follows :  — 

."  First  of  their  stature,  most  of  them  being  between  five 
and  six  foot  high,  straight  bodied,  strongly  composed,  smooth 
skinned,  merry  countenanced,  of  complection  more  swarthy 
than  Spaniards,  black  haired,  high  foreheaded,  black  eyed, 
out-nosed,  broad  shouldered,  brawny  armed,  long  and  slender 
handed,  out-breasted,  small  waisted,  lank  bellied,  well 
thighed,  flat  kneed,  handsome  grown  legs,  and  small  feet. 
In  a  word,  take  them  when  the  blood  brisks  in  their  veins, 
when  the  flesh  is  on  their  backs  and  marrow  in  their  bones, 
when  they  frolick  in  their  deportments  and  Indian  postures, 
and  they  are  more  amiable  to  behold  (though  only  in  Adam"s 
livery)  than  many  a  compounded  Phantastick  in  the  newest 
fashion." 
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It  will  be  remembered  by  the  readers  of  The  Record  tJiat 
Captain  Edward  Johnson,  a^^i^^ng  in  1630,  with  Winthrop's 
company,  betook  himself  at  once  to  the  Indians  for  purposes 
of  trade,  and  was  exceptionally  well  acquainted  witli  them 
during  liis  life.  It  is  refreshing  to  be  able  to  turn  from  the 
-  dull  iteration  of  authorities,  to  be  found  in  the  town  his- 
tories all  around  us,  to  the  very  graphic  though  quaint  obser- 
vations of  Captain  Johnson,  in  wiiich  the  citizens  of  Woburn 
and  Winchester  may  properly  feel  a  family  interest. 

On  page  15  of  the  Wonder-Working  Providence  he  writes 
of  a  well-known  incident  in  the  following  picturesque  style: 
"  Not  long  before,  the  whole  Nation  of  the  Mattachusets  were 
so  affrighted  with  a  Sliip  that  arrived  in  their  Bay,  having 
never  seene  any  before,  thus  they  report:  some  persons 
among  them  discerning  a  great  thing  to  move  toward  them 
upon  the  Waters,  wondering  what  Creature  it  slinuld  be, 
they  run  witli  their  liglit  cannowes  (which  are  a  kind  of 
Boates  made  of  Birch  Kindes  and  sowed  together  with  the 
rootes  of  white  Cedar-Trees),  from  place  to  place,  stirring 
up  all  their  Countrcymen  to  come  forth  and  behold  this 
monstrous  thiiig :  At  this  sudden  news  the  shores  for  many 
miles  were  filled  with  this  naked  Nation,  gazing  at  this 
wonder,  till  some  of  the  stoutest  among  them  manned  out 
these  Cannowes,  being  armed  with  Bow  and  Arrowes,  thev 
approached  within  shot  of  the  Ship,  being  becalmed,  they 
let  tly  their  long  shafts  at  her,  which  being  headed  with 
bone,  some  stuck  fast,  and  others  dropped  into  the  water, 
they  wondering  it  did  not  cry.  but  kept  quietly  on  toward 
them,  till  all  of  a  sudden  the  Master  caused  a  piece  of  Ord- 
nance to  be  fired,  which  stroke  such  feare  into  the  poore 
Indians,  that  they  hasted  to  shore,  having  their  wonders 
exceedingly  increased  ;  but  being  gotten  among  their  great 
multitude,  they  waited  to  see  the  sequell  with  much  amaze- 
ment, till  the  Seamen  firling  up  their  salies  came  to  an 
Anchor,  manned    out    their  long  bote,  and  went  on  shore. 
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at  whose  approach  the  Indians  fled,  although  they  now  saw 
they  were  men,  wlio  made  signes  to  stay  tlieir  flight,  that 
they  may  have  Trade  with  them,  and  to  that  end  they 
brought  certaine  Copper-Kettles;  The  Indians  by  degrees 
made  their  approach  nearer  and  nearer  till  they  came  to 
them,  when  beholding  their  Vesseils,  which  they  had  set 
fortli  before  tliem,  the  Indians  knocking  them-  were  much 
delighted  with  the  sound,  and  much  more  astonished  to  see 
they  would  not  breake,  being  so  thin:  for  attaining  those 
Vesseils  they  brought  them  much  Bever,  fraughting  them 
richly  away  according  to  their  desires." 

With  respect  to  the  tribes  which  dwelt  upon  our  particu- 
lar territory,  it  is  noticeable  that,  while  others  describe  them 
as  the  Pairtitcki'ts,  he  does  not  anywhere,  in  his  frequent 
mention  of  them,  employ  this  designation,  although  he  has 
much  to  say  of  the  "  Mattachusetts,"  the  "  Nianticks,"  the 
"Pequods,"  the  "  Narrowgansits,"  the  "  Tarratines,"  and 
others.  The  onl}- passage  in  the  Wonder-Working  Providence 
which  has  the  form  of  ethnological  description  is  the  follow- 
ing, on  page  16,  where  he  is  speaking  of  the  desolating 
sickness  which  occurred  about  1013-16  :  — 

"  The  Abari/inn j/-men,  consisting  of  JIattachusets,  Wippa- 
naps,  and  Tarratines,  were  gi'eatly  weakened,  and  more 
especially  the  three  Kingdoms,  or  Saggamore  ships,  of  the 
Mattachusets,  who  were  before  this  mortality  most  populous, 
having  under  them  seven  Dukedomes,  or  petty  Saggamores, 
and  the  JVianticks  and  JS'arrowgansits."  "  The  Pecods  were 
also  smitten  at  this  time." 

Gookin,  Massachusetts  Historical  Collection,  i,  p.  149,  — 
an  authority  accepted  by  Frothingham  and  others,  —  repre- 
sents the  Pawtuckets  as  a  distinct  nation  from  the  I\Iassa- 
chusetts,  separated  by  the  Charles  River,  the  latter  extend- 
ing south  and  west,  and  the  former  occupying  the  territory 
as  far  as  the  Piscataqua  River  on  the  east  and  nortliward  to 
Concord  on  the  Merrimack. 
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The  subdivisions  of  the  Pawtucl^et  trilje  Mr.  (jookin  gives 
as  "  Peiinakooks,  Agawoiues,  Xaanikeeks,  Pascatawayes, 
Accomintas,  and  others,'"  each  of  which  divisions  (or  duke- 
doms, as  Johnson  has  it)  was  under  a  distinct  sagganiore  ; 
the  great  sacliein,  or  king,  being  Nanepaslieniit.^ 

The  form  of  government  of  tliese  tribes  was  jiatriarchal 
and  liereditar3-,  as  we  ma}'  infer  from  the  histoiy  of  Nane- 
pasheniit's  family  as  it  has  been  preserved  by  our  forefatliers. 
This  king  at  his  death  hift  a  widow,  Squa  Sachem,  and  tliree 
sons,  the  widow  becoming  queen  of  all  the  Pawtuckets,  and 
the  sons  saggamores ;  as,  Wonohaqualiam,  or  Saggamore 
John  of  Mystic:  Montowampate,  Saggamore  James  of 
Lynn;  and  Wenepoyken,  Saggamore  George  of  Salem,  the 
latter  of  whom  became,  after  the  death  of  Squa  Sachem. 
the  grand  sachem  of  tlie  Pawtuckets,  about  1GS4.2 

The  most  succinct  and  pithy  description  of  the  char- 
acter of  this  Indian  government  is  given  by  tlie  spiteful 
Thomas  ^lorton,  of  Merry  Mount  notoriety,  in  his  book 
entitled  The  Xew  English  Canaan,  printed  at  Amsterdam. 
1637,  in  which  he  says  of  the  Indians :  "  They  may  be 
accounted  to  live  richly,  wanting  notliing  that  is  needful, 
and  be  commended  for  leading  a  contented  life,  the  younger 
being  ruled  by  the  elder,  and  the  elder  ruled  by  the  Powahs, 
and  the  Powahs  are  ruled  by  the  Devill,  and  then  you  may 
imagine  what  good  rule  is  like  to  be  amongst  tliem." 

As  to  their  domestic  life  and  martial  traits  it  is  not  our 
present  purpose  to  speak  further  than  to  (|aote  one  or  two 
passages  from  our  own  redoubtable  Johnson. 

In  describing  the  reception  of  the  •'  Solemne  Embassage  " 
at  "  Cannonicus  Court."  1637.  of  which  Juhnson  was  a  mem- 
ber, he  says:    "  TJiey  were  entertained  royally  with  respect 

>  See  nrti<le  on  Squa  Snrlicin,  record,  1,  p.  19. 
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til  tlie  Iniliaii  luaiuier.  Boiled  Clitstmits  is  their  White-breiul, 
wiiich  are  very  sweet,  as  if  they  were  inixt  witli  Sugar ;  and 
because  they  would  be  extraordinary  in  their  feasting,  they 
strive  for  variety  after  the  English  fashion,  bojding  Puddings 
made  of  beaten  corne,  putting  therein  great  st(jre  of  black 
bei-ryes,  somewhat  like  Currants.  They  having  thus  nobly 
feasted  them,  afterward  gave  them  Audience"  in  a  State- 
house,  round,  about  fift}-  foot  wiile,  made  of  long  poles 
stucl:  in  the  ground,  like  your  Suinincr-houses  in  England, 
and  covered  round  about,  and  on  the  top  with  mats,  save  a 
small  place  in  the  middle  of  the  Kuofe,  to  give  light,  and  let 
out  the  smoke. 

"  The  Indian  Saclum  lay  along  on  the  ground,  on  a  Mat, 
and  his  Nobility  sate  on  the  ground,  with  their  legs  doubled 
up,  their  knees  touching  their  Chin :  with  much  sober 
gravity,  the}"  attend  the  Interpreter's  speech."  ^ 

The  following  passages  form  significant  pictures  of  their 
martial  traits  :  — 

'•"  They  [the  colonists]  send  forth  a  band  of  Souldiers,  who, 
arriving  in  the  Peaquod  Country,  address  themselves  to  have 
a  Treaty  with  them  about  delivering  up  the  murtherers; 
they  making  shew  of  willingness  so  to  doe,  bade  them  abide 
a  while  and  they  would  bring  them,  and  in  the  mean  time 
they  were  conversant  among  the  Souldiers,  and  viewing  their 
Annie  [armor]  pointed  to  divers  places  where  they  could  hit 
them  with  tlieir  Arrowes  for  all  their  C(u-slets."  Having 
obtained  this  information,  tlie  Indians  '"shewed  the  English 
a  fair  pair  of  heeles,  .  .  .  saying.  Englishman's  God  was 
all  one  Flye.  and  that  English  man  was  all  one  Squawe, 
and  themselves  all  one  Moor-hawks."  - 

"  The  Eyglish  .  .  .  concluded  to  storm  the  fort  a  little 
before    break    of  day ;    at    which    time    they  supposed   the 
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Indians  being  up  late  in  their  jolly  feasting,  would  bee  in 
their  deepest  sleep."  They  approached  the  fort,  ''  wliicii 
was  builded  of  whole  Trees  set  in  the  ground  fast,  and  stand- 
ing up  on  end  about  twelve  foot  high,  very  large,  having 
pitcht  their  Wigwams  within  it ;  the  entrance  being  on  two 
sides,  with  intricate  Meanders  to  enter."  The  English 
"•  found  the  winding  way  in  without  a  guide  where  they 
soon  placed  themselves  round  the  Wigwams  and  according 
to  direction  they  made  their  first  shot  with  the  muzzle  of 
their  Muskets  downe  to  ground,  knowing  the  Indian  manner 
is  to  lie  on  the  ground  to  sleep."  Then  follows  an  account 
of  the  slaughter  in  the  fort  and  a  battle  with  the  main  body 
at  a  little  distance  from  it ;  "  the  Squawes  crying  out.  '  Oh. 
much  winn  it  Englislimen  ! '  who  moved  with  pitty  toward 
them  Saved  their  lives ;  and  here  up  on  some  young  youth 
cryed  :  'I  squaw,  I  squaw  I'  thinking  to  find  like  mercy. 
There  were  some  of  these  Indians,  as  is  reported,  wliose 
bodyes  were  not  to  be  pierced  by  their  sharp  rapiers  or 
swords  of  a  long  time,  which  made  some  of  the  Souldiers 
think  the  Devil  was  in  them,  for  there  were  some  Poivwowcs 
among  them  which  work  strange  things  with  the  help  of 
Satan."  "  One  of  them  [the  English]  being  shot  through 
the  body,  neere  about  the  breast,  regarding  it  not  till  of  a 
long  time  after,  which  caused  the  bloud  to  dry  and  thickcTi 
on  eitheir  end  of  tlie  arrow  so  that  it  could  not  be  drawne 
forth  his  body  without  great  difiiculty  and  much  paine,  yet 
did  he  scape  his  life  and  the  wound  healed."' 


While  French  philosophers  and  poets,  in  the  distance, 
eagerly  proclaimed  the  discovered  solution  of  all  great 
social  problems  in  the  simplicity  and  beauty,  the  purity  and 
innocence,  of  these  unsophisticated  children  of  nature,  those 
who  knew  most  of  them  were  saying,  in  the  devout  (?) 
language  of  Johnson,  "They  knew  right  well. that  till  this 
cursed  crew  were  utterly  rooted  t)Ut.  they  should  never  be 
at  peace." 
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"Poor  Lo  I"  has  liis  poetic  aspects  and  attitudes,  and  liis 
claims  upon  tliose  wlio  have  appropriated  his  forests  and 
prairies,  hikes,  rivers,  and  hunting-grounds,  indefeasible  in 
the  atmosphere  of  Christian  charity  and  civilization.  Yet 
his  is  no  saintly  race,  and  the  term  "  savage  "  (Old  English 
"salvage,"  meaning,  "belonging  to  the  woods"' — from 
silva,  "wood")  came  by  no  unnatural  process  to  represent 
men,  as  well  as  wild  beasts,  characterized  hj  cruelty, 
ferocity,  brutality. 

The  few  traditions  and  relics  of  the  race  supplanted  here 
in  "  Waterfield  "  pertain  mostly  to  deeds  of  savage  cruelty 
or  the  imjilements  of  war. 

The  following  incident  is  recorded  in  Richardson's  Memo- 
rial, by  Vinton  (p.  119) :  — 

"Mr.  Samuel  Ricliardson,  son  of  Samuel,  one  of  the  first 
settlers,  lived  on  Richardson's  Row  "  (his  house  still  standing 
within  the  recollection  of  our  older  citizens,  a  few  rods 
uorth  of  the  present  residence  of  I\Ir.  Samuel    G.  Bodge). 

"In  the  afternoon  of  April  10,  1676,  he  was  employed  in 
carting  manure  in  his  field  accompanied  by  his  son  Samuel, 
a  boy  between  five  and  six  years  old.  Looking  toward  his 
house,  he  was  surprised  at  seeing  feathers  flying  about  it  and 
othej'  tokens  of  mischief  within.  He  also  heard  the  screams 
of  his  wife.  Apprehending  that  Indians  might  be  there,  he 
hastened  home  with  his  gun,  and  there  found  two  of  his 
family  murdered,  namely,  his  wife  Hannah,  who  had  been 
lately  confined,  and  his  son  Thomas,  twin-brother  to  him 
who  had  been  with  liim  in  the  field.  On  further  search,  it 
was  found  that  the  infant,  only  a  week  old,  had  been  slain 
by  the  same  ruthless  hands.  The  nurse,  it  appeared,  had 
snatched  it  up  in  her  arms  upon  the  alarm  of  danger,  and 
was  making  her  escape  to  a  garrison-house  in  the  vicinity ; 
but  so  closely  was  she  pursued  by  the  savages,  that,  finding 
she  could  not  save  herself  and  the  babe  too,  she  let  the  babe 
drop,  and  the  Indians  dispatched  it  at  once.     Mr.  Richard- 
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son  now  rallied  some  of  his  neighbors,  wlm  went  with  him 
in  pursuit  of  the  eueniy.  Following  them  some  time,  they 
espied  three  Indians  sitting  on  a  rock,  tired  at  them,  killed 
one,  and  drove  the  others  away." 

The  history  of  King  Philip's  War  abounds  in  incidents 
of  equal  barbarity.  The  sentiments  governing  their  hostile 
movements  seem,  as  a  rule,  to  be  less  reasonable,  and  more 
cruel,  than  can  be  illustrated  in  the  ravages  of  the  most 
ferocious  wild  beasts.  The  lighting  impulse,  love  of  inflicting 
torture,  and  indolent  habits  of  the  males,  scorning  the  labor 
imposed  upon  the  females,  are  the  traits  out  of  which  our 
estimates  of  the  Indian  character  are  chiefly  to  be  formed. 
The  exceptional  lights  in  the  dark  picture  are  analogous  to 
such  as  one  sometimes  notes  in  beasts  of  prey. 

Many  of  tlie  families  of  Winchester  are  descendants  of 
those  who  lived  in  continual  peril,  who,  as  Trumbull  ex- 
presses it,  "  asleep  or  awake,  at  home  or  abroad,  were  in 
constant  jeopardy." 

Among  the  mementos  of  the  tribes  that  dwelt  upon  our 
Winchester  soil  are  the  arrow  and  spear  heads,  stone  liatchets, 
and  pestles,  occasional!}-  found,  and  doubtless  many  families 
have  gathered  such  relics  while  tilling  the  ground  in  the 
vicinity  of  Mystic  and  Horn  Ponds,  which  were  evidently 
favorite  haunts  of  the  Indians. 

Some  have  found  their  way  to  the  cabinets  of  our  Society. 
A  short  time  since  a  nest  of  arrow  and  spear  heads  A\as 
found  on  Pine  Street,  near  the  residence  of  Mr.  Henry  C. 
Whiten,  by  the  workmen  engaged  in  laying  water-pipes. 
Their  being  thus  found  in  a  cluster  would  indicate  a 
probability  that  they  were  buried  with  the  brave  to  whom 
they  "belonged,  in  accordance  with  a  general  custom  among 
the  Indians,  as  well  as  with  the  well-known  Indian  concep- 
tion of  his  need  of  arms  and  food  for  his  long  journey 
beyond  the  grave.  It  does  not  appear  that  a  grave  was 
in  this  instance  actually  opened,  although,  as  the  superin- 
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tendent  of  tlie  water-woiks  informs  tlie  writer,  there  were 
indications  of  a  portion  of  a  grave  tluis  cut  into. 

A  singularly  beautiful  but  small  stime  hatchet  has  Ijeen 
presented  to  the  Society  by  Mr.  Joel  F.  Hanson,  which  was 
found  upon  the  Wentworth  farm.  This  may,  from  its 
diminutive  size  and  especially  careful  working,  so  as  to 
preserve  a  symmetrical  arrangement  of  the  stripes  in  the 
rock,  have  been  designed  for  an  ornament  rather  than 
a  practical  cutting  instrument. 

A  heavy  stone  pestle  fur  pounding  corn  has  been  pre- 
sented by  ilr.  William  E.  Boynton,  which  was  fcjund  upon 
his  land  between  Wildwood  Street  and  Church  Street,  which 
was  shaped  to  be  held  by  a  witlie  in  a  wooden  handle,  like 
an  axe. 

Traditions  represent  that  the  Indians  continued  to  visit 
this  region  even  after  tliey  were  driven  to  distant  parts. 
Frothingham,  in  his  History  of  Charlestown,  assigns  one  of 
the  residences  of  Squa  Sachem  to  Gardner's  R<j\v  (Cambridge 
Street),  and  the  stream  of  water  which  takes  its  rise  near 
the  schoolhouse  in  the  Hill  District,  flowing  down  the  valley 
west  of  the  Bartlett  jilace,  through  the  lands  of  the  late 
Stephen  Swan  and  Edmund  Dwight.  and  into  Mystic  Pond, 
has  borne  the  name  of  Squa  Sachem's  Bmok. 

Stephen  Swan  (deceased  in  1871,  aged  eighty-six)  fre- 
quently said  to  his  children  that  his  father  (John  Swan, 
born  1734)  spoke  of  the  yearly  visits  of  the  Indians  to  this 
brook,  where  they  would  remain  a  few  days.  They  had 
planted  certain  roots  and  herbs  upon  the  banks  of  this 
stream,  cNidently  tVa-  medicinal  pur]ioses.  They  often  came 
to  his  house  in  a  friendly  manner.  Also  lie  relates  that  the 
Indians  had  the  custom  of  passing  up  from  the  tide-water 
through  the  Mystic  Ponds  on  to  Horn  Pond,  where  they 
encamped  and  remained  during  some  part  of  the  warm 
season. 

This  custom  was  in    fact   continued   to   a    comparatively 
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recent  date,  —  even  after  the  completion  ol'  tlie  Middlesex 
Canal. 

Mrs.  Cyrus  Butters  remembers,  and  many  others  may  alsD 
remember,  the  Indians  coming  up  through  the  Middlesex 
Canal,  remaining  at  the  "Lock  House"  over  night;  moving 
their  canoes,  tents,  and  other  baggage  around  the  locks  upDU 
tlieir  backs. 

These  locks  were  near  a  point  on  Everett  Avenue,  and 
also  near  the  old  home  of  Mrs.  Butters  (the  old  Edward 
Gardner  house,  on  Gardner's  Kow.  nov-  occupied  by  Mr. 
John  Sv\-an),  and  in  plain  sight  fmm  the  house.  The  "Lock 
House '"  was  that  built  for  the  tender.  The  encampment  of 
these  Indians  was,  one  year  in  her  recollection,  on  the  laud  | 

wliere  our  High  Schoolhouse  now  stands.  \ 

Hannah  Shiner,  or  Scjua  Shiner,  was    an    Indian  woman  \ 

whom  our  old  families  had  occasion  to  know  about,  and  whu  ' 

seemed  to  have  become  a  solitary  waif  from  all  tribal  rela-  j 

tions,  to  subsist  uj^on  the  curiosity  and  crumbs  of  Winches-  \ 

ter    civilization ;    her    case   being    (race    and    kindred   ex-  \ 

cepted)  not  entirely  without  a  parallel  in  our  more  modern  \ 

history.     She  lived  alone,  part  of  the  time,  in  a  hut  by  a  i 

spring  upon  the  eastern  margin  nf  Turkey  Swamp,  where  she  | 

made    baskets   and    '-Indian   truikets "  for   sale,  when    not  \ 

employed  among  the  families  in  mending  chair-bottoms,  or 
other  services,  in  <^i(a.5J-corapensation  for  tlie  broken  food 
she  could  obtain.  At  another  time  she  is  remembered  to 
have  lived  in  an  old  house,  long  since  disappeared,  at  the 
corner  of  Church  and  Bacon  Streets,  and  is  described  by 
some  who  remeudjt-r  her.  as  she  appeared  to  their  childhood, 
as  short  and  small  in  stature,  with  a  thin  face,  traveling 
about  with  a  little  dog.  which,  when  she  called  at  a  house, 
she  was  accustomed  to  hide  under  her  skirts,  in  a  manner 
very  amusing  to  the  children.  She,  too,  had  the  habit  of 
visiting  tlie  Squa  Sachem  Brook,  and  tlie  Swan  family,  who 
dwelt  by  it.     On  one  cold  winter  day,  while  crossing  the  old 


Our  Alorii/hn's.  275 

Converse  bridge,  in  a  liigh  wind,  her  »ligiit  furni  was  bl(jwn 
I'rom  it  into  the  \\ater  and  she  was  drowned. 

Thus  tlie  h-gend,  as  tohl  by  a  hidy  whose  family  was  l)est  { 

informed  of  the  appearance  antl  the  disappearance  of  this  I 

relic  of  the  aboriginal  occupants  of  Winchester.     Though  { 

not  so  romantic  as  the  disappearance  of  the  •'  Last  of  the 
Mohicans,"  yet,  doubtless,  many  a  young  lady  among  lis  may 
be  able  to  frame  from  these  few  elements  a  picturesque  and  I 

pathetic  tale  of  the  "  Last  of  the  Pawtuckets."     Undoubt-  I 

edly  tlic  range  of  verisimilitude  and  poetic  conception  is 
about  as  wide  as  such  work  ordinarily  re<^uires.  That  our 
soil  contains  tiie  dust  of  numbers  once  living  upon  it,  wliose  ! 

deeds  of  bravery  and  scenes  of  love-making  threw  a  glamour 
over  these  beautiful  lakes  and  their  surrounding  scenery, 
is  .beyond   a    doubt,    though    no    necropolis    has    yet   been  j 

opened. 

The  only  Indian  grave  assuredly  testified   (so  far  as  tlie  ' 

writer  is  informed)  is  that  of  a  child,  —  a  bill  for  whose  cofiin  I 

is  cited  in  favor  of  S.  &  F.  H.  Johnson,  and  for  the  inter-  '■ 

ment  of   the   same    in  favor  of  Josephus    Johnson,  in    our  | 

Town  Report  fur  the  year  1852.  Doubtless  a  child  of  a 
strolling  band,  who  sickened  and  died  liere,  and  whose 
remains  were   cared  for  as  a  public  charity. 

As  attention  may  be  awakened,  nuicli  more  may  be  added 
to  our  meagre  local  Indian  history. 

Edward  Converse,  in  his  will,  speaks  of   '•  Indian  Hill " 
(in    Winchester).     The  ground    thus    designated    is    to    be 
identified  and  the  reason  to  be  explained. 
Septembkk  o.  1S8.J.  GEOIIGE   COOKK. 
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THE    HEADS    OF    FAMILIES    IN   WINX'HESTER 
IN    16S0.  — TITHING-MEN. 

Everybody  has  heard  of  the  tithiiig-meii,  ^vho  in  the  early 
times  of  our  towns  were  appointed  to  have  the  oversight 
of  their  neighbors,  and  to  see  that  they  kept  good  order  in 
their  houses.  To  enable  them  to  [lerfonn  their  ollice,  all  the 
inhabitants  were  distril)uted  into  companies  of  ten  adjacent 
families  each,  inclusive  of  the  family  of  the  overseer,  or 
tithing-man ;  a  number  or  compan}-  of  ten  families,  giving 
the  meaning  tii  the  word.  These  tithing-men  appear  in 
Woburn  in  1G76.  and  wei'e  all  men  of  the  first  respecta- 
bility in  the  town. 

A  note  on  page  49  of  Sewall's  History  of  Woburn  has 
siiggested  the  idea  of  a  way  of  getting  information  of  the 
names  of  the  heads  of  the  families  of  the  district  now  "Win- 
chester in  IGSO.  The  note  is  as  follows  :  "  At  a  meeting  of 
the  Selectmen,  5  of  5  mo  [5  July],  1G80,  nine  persons  are 
named  as  Tithing-men.  and  the  names  of  all  the  heads  of  the 
families  (82  in  all)  which  were  severally  assigned  to  them 
for  their  inspection  in  their  respective  districts.  —  Town 
Records,  vol.  ii,  pp.  153,  154." 

By  referring  to  the  original  records,  we  find  the  following, 
which  we  copy;  the  ten  families  in  the  first  group  all 
belonging  to  the  i)art  of  Woburn  now  in  Winchester. 

"oof  5  mo,  IGSC.i  persons  appointed  for  the  ins]:)eetion 
of  deeon  Jeisiah  Conuers  a,s  tithing-man  :  — 

'•  Jolin  Ilowkon.  Natliaiiell  Ilioliardson. 

Samii  Ilicliardsoii.  Capt  Carter. 

Steeuen  Itichanlson.  Eiisigue  Conuers. 

AVidow  lliciiardiuii.  Jolin  Carter.'" 

Izack  KicliardiOii. 
The  following  group  is    partly  in  Winchester,  or  on    its 
border : — 

■  Town  Ufcoids,  vol.  ii,  i>i>.  1..4,  I.V.. 
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"persons  appdiiiteil  for  the  inspection  of  Sargent   M;itlu.-\v 
Johnson  as  tithing-uuin  :  — 

"  Izack  Brooks.  Jolin  Brooks. 

John  Berheaue.  "William  Joliiisoii. 

John  Greene.  Sarg'  Jams  Conner^. 

Sargont  Thomas  Peirce.     Jacob  Ilamlctt." 
Henrv  Brooks. 

W.  R.  CUTTER. 


HISTORY   OF   THE   ROADS   OF   WINCHESTER 
PREVIOUS  TO    1850. 

GROVE   STUEET. 

The  llrst  plan  of  Grove  Street  on  record  was  made  iu 
1705.  It  is  to  be  found  in  the  Probate  Ottice  at  East  Cam- 
bridge, and  a  copy  of  this  phm  belongs  to  the  Winchester 
Historical  and  Genealogical  Society. 

The  road  was  probably  used  at  the  first  settlement  of  tlie 
country.  It  was  the  only  road  to  the  farm  granted  to 
Zechariah  Symmes  previous  to  16-10.  He  had  a  farm  and 
mill,  and  this  must  have  been  the  road  to  get  to  it. 

At  the  first  settlement  of  the  country,  tliey  used  the  rivers 
as  .highways.  INIedford  was  at  the  head  of  navigation 
on  the  jNIj-stic.  Iron,  salt,  and  West  India  goods  were 
landed  at  the  Square.  The  hay,  seaweed,  rockweed,  and 
kelp,  for  manures  of  their  farms,  were  brought  in  boats  as 
near  to  the  farms  as  possible,  then  taken  in  carts  to  the  land. 
The  first  landing  was  at  Rock  Hill,  near  High  Street, 
formerly  Grove  Street,  and  near  the  house  of  the  late  Mr. 
Edmund  Hastings.  It  was  here  tliat  Nanepashemit  landed. 
in  1615,  wlien  he  retreated  from  Saugus  after  the  great  war 
with  the  Tarratines. 

"In  1619,  four  years  after,  they  besieged  his  fortifications 
at  Rock  Hill  on  the  Jlystic,  where,  after  a  most  heroic 
resistance,  Nanepashenut  was  killed." 
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The  next  lainliiig,  ov  ford,  v.as  in  Wiiielifstei-.  at  IJaeoirs 
Bridge.  The  peuple  who  UvkI  on  thu  farm  wlierc  Mr.  John 
H.  Bacon  now  live.s  had  to  cross  the  Abajona  River  by  a 
ford  to  go  to  Boston  and  Cambridge.  John  S3-nimes  and 
family  went  to  meeting  at  West  Cambridge,  and  went  Ijy  the 
way  of  Grove  Street. 

Tradition  says  tliat  they  did  ni.it  put  on  'their  stockings 
and  shoes  until  they  had  crossed  the  stream,  —  then  they  put 
them  on. 

When  Edward  Convers,  Edward  Juhnsun,  and  others, 
in  1640,  went  up  the  country  to  locate  the  town  of  Woburn, 
they  must  have  taken  this  road. 

In  an  old  deed,  dated  1795,  the  piece  of  land  described 
was  bounded  on  the  northwest  by  the  road  leading  to  Cam- 
bridge. B}'  another  old  deed  a  piece  of  land  was  bounded 
by  the  road  leading  from  the  post-road  to  Weir's  Bridge, 
both  referring  to  Grove  Street. 


cami!RII)i;e  stkeet. 

In  1643  Edward  Convers  and  Ezekiel  Richardson,  of 
Woburn,  and  Cajitain  Cooke,  of  Camb]'idge,  were  chosen  a 
committee  to  lay  out  a  street  from  Woburn  to   Cambridge. 

We  find  that  in  1641,  August  26,  the  iieople  of  Woburn 
built  a  bridge  over  Horn  Pond  River.  The  place  was  very 
boggy  and  swallowed  up  much  wood.  Tliey  called  it  Long 
Bridge.  (Sewall.)  The  road  that  the  committee  laid  out 
must  have  been  the  road  now  called  Cambridge  Street,  as 
far  as  Pond  Street,  thence  liy  Pond  Street  across  the  above- 
mentioned  bridge  to  Woburn. 

Although  in  ltU6  the  town  of  Woburn  laid  out  a  street 
from  Woburn  by  the  house  of  Joseph  Gardner  to  Cooke's 
mill,  and  called  it  Plain  Street,  Joseph  Gardner  lived  on  the 
west  side  of  Woburn,  on  the  road  to  Lexington.  It  will  be 
seen  that  it  was  much  farther  than  by  Horn  Pond. 
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CHURCH  sti:j:et. 

The  town  of  Woburu  in  164G  voted  to  lay  out  a  road 
from  the  King's  Ford,  over  and  against  the  house  of  Edward 
Convers,  to  Plain  Street.  It  was  to  be  two  rods  wide,  one 
rod  to  be  taken  from  ^Ir.  Svuiuies  and  one  rod  from  Mr. 
Convers.  The  King's  Fnrd  was  wiiere  the  bridge  now 
stands,  near  Mr.  Whitney's  mill.  Plain  Street  is  now  called 
Cambridge  Street.  This  road  was  called  Driver's  Lane,  and 
was  used  for  driving  cattle  to  the  pastures  on  tlie  west  side 
of  the  town. 

WASHINGTON    STUEKT. 

In  1647  a  conujiittee  was  appointed  to  laj'  out  a  road  from 
the  three  Kichardsons  to  the  meeting-liouse  in  one  direction, 
and  to  Mr.  Thomas  Graves's  house  in  another.  The  three 
Richardsons  lived  on  Richardson  Row,  as  it  was  called,  —  now 
Washington  Street.  This  road  to  the  meeting-house,  I 
think,  is  Cross  Street.  The  town  record  does  not  tell  where 
Mr.  Graves  lived.  The  Rev.  Samuel  Sewall.  in  his  History 
of  Woburn,  says  he  did  not  own  a  house,  and  thinks  he 
lived  here  temporarily,  as  his  name  was  not  in  the  list  of 
freemen. 

Hutchinson's  koad,  or  fruit  street. 
In  1802  the  town  of  Cliarlestown  chose  a  committee  to 
report  on  the  encroachments  on  the  roads.  Among  others 
was  Hutchinson's  Road.  The  report  of  the  survey  says  the 
road  was  laid  out  two  rods  wide,  from  Mr.  Jolm  Hutchin- 
son's to  Mr.  Seth  Wyman's,  but  Mr.  Hutciiinson's  rotc-i/ard 
encroaclied  one  rod;  at  the  nther  end  Mr.  Daniel  Reed  had 
encroached  seven  feet. 

KLDGE    STREET. 

This  was  an  old  road,  but  1  can  tind  no  record  of  its  being 
laid  out  previous  to  1850.     The  same  witli  High  Street. 
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FOKE.ST   STREET.  | 

This  was  a  narrow  crooked  lane,  and  I  tliiid-c  there  was  no  . 

laying  out  pre\ious  to  1850.  | 

MAIN    STREET.  [ 

In   1G46  provision  was  made    to    construct    a    road    from  \ 
Woburn   to   Mystic   Bridge.   Medford.      The   present    Main 

Street,  from  "Woburn  to  Winchester,  follows  the  old  road  as  | 

far  as  the  house  of  Mr.  Stephen  Cutter;  from  there  the   t>ld  '-. 

road  went   around   the    meadows   by    Mr.    Joseph    Hunnc-  • 
well's  across  the  stream,  back  of  the  house  of  Mr.  Sullivan 

Cutter  ;  then  crossing  IMain  Street  at  right  angles,  it  ran  back  ; 

of  the  liouses  of  ^Messrs.  P.  W.  Swan  and  Edmund  Sander-  j 

son  ;  thence  Main  Street  to  Symmes  Corner.     Grove  Street  i 

was  used  to  go  to  Medford,  as  the  town  of  ]Medford  did  not  j 

lay  out  the  lower  part  until   1747.     In   tliat  year  ]Medford  i 

voted  to  lay  out  a  road  from   the   Great  Bridge  (same   as  j 

Mystic  Bridge  —  or  Craddock  Bridge,  as  it  is  now  called)  to  j 

Woburn.     It  was  called  the   Great  Road.     The   celebrated  ; 

Black  Hi)rse   Tavern  was  situated  on   this   Great   Road,  on  j 

Black   Korse  Hill.     Previous  to   1810  the   county   commis-  l 

sioners  caused  the  Great  Road  to  be  straightened,  from  Mr.  i 

Stephen  Cutter's  mill  to  the  house  of  ]\Ir.  Edmund  Sander-  i 

son.  by  filling  the  meadows  and  bridging  the  two  streams.  ; 

The  bridge,  now  built  vi  stone,  was  called  Blind  Bridge  ;  ^  j 
the  other  has  since  been  taken  away  and  the  stream  filled. 

BACUN    STREET. 

About    1828   the   county  commissioners   laid  out  a    road 
from  Symmes  Corner  to   Church  Street.     A  causewaj-  was  ; 

filled  across  the  pond,  and  willow-trees  planted  on  either 
side.  It  was  a  very  pleasant  street  until  the  Boston  and 
Lowell  Railroad,  to  avoid  a  grade  crossing,  built  a  bridge 
over  their  road,  and  made  the  steep  hill  which  now  has  to 
be  climbed  to  aet  over  it. 
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THE   SOUTH    WOBURN    SOCIAL   LYCEUM. 

During  the  autumn  of  the  year  1846  an  interest  began  to 
be  manifested  among  some  of  tlie  young  peo^ile  of  South 
"Woburii  on  the  subject  of  mutual  and  social  improvement. 
After  talking  the  matter  over  informally  for'  some  little 
time,  and  suggesting  various  ways  by  whieli  tlie  desired  ob- 
jects could  be  best  attained,  several  of  those  most  interested 
in  the  subject  met  at  the  house  of  Deacon  B.  F.  Thompson. 
for  the  purjiose  of  further  discussing  the   proposed  question. 

This  meeting  was  iield  on  tlie  evening  of  the  nineteenth 
of  October.  1846,  at  which  time  and  place  the  society  was 
formed  and  a  constitution  and  by-laws  adopted.  The  rules 
were  few  and  simple,  and  officers  were  chosen  rather  more 
for  formality  than  for  any  honors  that  might  accrue  or  any 
arduous  duties  tliat  might  be  imposed.  Xo  one  was  to  retain 
an  office  more  than  three  months,  so  tiiat  all,  otlicers  and 
others,  might  take  part  in  the  exercises  and  share  equally 
in  its  duties  and  honors,  such  as  they  were.  In  fact,  it  was 
a  strictly  democratic  institution  on  a  small  scale. 

The  society  was  caHed  "Tlie  Social  J^yceum,"  and  had  for 
its  objects  literary  and  social  improvement.  Its  exercises 
consisted  in  reading  selections  from  prose  and  poetry. 
original  compositions,  discussions,  conversation,  and  the 
cultivation  of  the  social  faculties  generally.  At  some  of 
the  earlier  meetings  vocal  music  was  sometimes  introduced. 
Young  men  could  join  the  society  by  receiving  a  vote  of 
two  tliirds  of  tlie  nienibers  and  paying  into  the  treasury 
a  small  sum,  nit-relv  u>  defray  inridental  expenses.  Ladies 
could  beci-ime  members  by  receiving  a  two-thirds  vote  and 
subscribing   tlieir  names  to  the  constitution. 

At  tlie  first  meeting,  the  following  officers  were  elected: 
Andrew  X.  Sliepard,  President;  Walter  M.  IJrackett,  ^'iee- 
presideiit ;  Abijah  Tiioinpson,  Secretary  and  Treasurer. 
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The  society  met  unee  in  two  weeks,  and  the  meetings  were 
generally  held  at  private  dwellings,  for  the  jiui-jxtse  of 
encouraging  a  greater  degree  of  sociability,  and  also  to  keep 
the  expenses  within  moderate  limits.  The  details  and  writ- 
ten reports  of  tlie  society  are  not  now  accessible,  neither  are 
the  compositions,  of  which  quite  a  number  were  presented 
and  read  by  the  writers  or  by  the  presiding  officer.  They  all 
reflected  due  credit  on  the  authors,  especially  those  written 
by  the  ladies.  To  these  essays  the  society  listened  with 
great  interest. 

Notwithstanding  the  records  of  the  society  are  so  meagre, 
and  its  written  documents  cannot  be  produced,  this  much, 
at  least,  can  be  said:  a  good  many  valuable  selections  were 
read,  quite  a  number  of  interesting  compositions  were 
written,  and  a  few  subjects  discussed.  Among  the  latter 
were  the  following :  "  Was  the  invention  of  gunpowder 
a  blessing  to  mankind?"  "Is  woman  in  her  proper 
sphere  when  actively  and  publicly  engaged  in  the  reforms 
of  tlie  day?" 

For  various  reasons  the  society  did  not  continue  in  exist- 
ence for  a  very  long  period,  certainly  not  over  a  year.  After 
the  novelty  of  the  affair  had  somewhat  worn  off,  and  some 
of  the  members  had  removed  from  town,  and  others  were 
removed  by  death,  the  interest  in  the  objects  of  the  society 
began  to  diminish,  and  the  attendance  became  quite  small. 
Finally  a  singing-school  was  opened  in  the  village,  which 
attracted  the  attention  of  most  of  the  members,  when  the 
meetings  were  discontinued,  and  the  society  came  to  an  end. 

But  notwithstanding  its  brief  existence,  tliere  is  no  doubt 
that  much  good  was  the  result  of  its  organization  in  various 
ways ;  chietly,  perliaps,  in  forming  a  better  acquaintance 
with  each  other,  and  in  cultivating  literary  tastes  and  capaci- 
ties, which,  in  later  years  and  under  different  circumstances, 
produced  more  conspicuous  results :  though  it  may  be 
doubted  whether  any  more  enjoyable  or  satisfactory. 
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The  follo\viir4-  are  tlie 
Andrew  X.  Slioiiard. 
Walter  M.  Brackett. 
Abijah  Tlioiiipson. 
Samuel  B.  White.  Jr. 
William  Henry  A\'hite. 
Benj.  11.  Shepanl. 
Theodore  P.  liogers. 
Kanellum  W.  Baker. 
C}nns  Blood. 
William  P.  Walker. 
George  M.  Starkey. 
Edward  A.  Fessseiiden. 
Josiah  Oilman. 
R.  F.  Knights. 

Mansfield. 

Parker. 

WixcHESTKi:,  .Tune  17,  ls8.!i. 


uiies  of  tlie  nieinber.s  : — 
Lydia  L.  Hutchinson. 
Eliza  A.  Hutchiiipon. 
Lavinia  ,1.  Kogers. 
IJebecca  A.  Itogers. 
Susan  F.  Whittemore. 
Maria  S.  Swan. 
Eliza  A.  Swan. 
Lucy  A.  Diiane. 
Esther  B.  Newcomb. 
Luthcra  Tecle. 
Martha  Wilder. 


SA.NR'EL  B.  WHITE,  Ji;. 


Mr.  Teel,  having  applied  k>y  membership,  writes  the 
following :  — 

"  Jamaica  Plain,  Roxbuky,  August  26,  1846. 

*•  To  the  Members  of  the  Society  for  ilutual  Improvement 
of  Young  Men.  —  Xext  Friday  night  being  the  time  to  which 
yoii  adjourned  at  the  last  meeting  in  March,  I  shall  not  be 
able  to  attend,  but  I  will  write  a  line  to  you  to  let  you  know 
my  feelings  on  the  subject.  1  hope,  for  one,  that  we  shall  be 
able  to  succeed  in  this  work  that  we  have  begun.  I  mean 
to  be  there  the  first  Friday  in  October,  and  I  will  try  to  do 
what  I  can  to  keep  it  up.  Keep  it  a-moving ;  we  have  got 
hold,  and  let  us  keep  hold  and  never  let  go.  The  ouly  way 
we  can  get  along  is  to  persevere.  Never  mind  that  singing- 
school  ;  whoever  wants  to  attend  that  can  do  so  besides. 
We  have  a  long  winter  before  us  and  a  good  chance  for 
improvement  for  all  that  I  can  see,  and  as  for  any  changi.ug 
of  tlie  constitution,  I  will  go  as  the  majority  saj's.  About 
a  library,  as  was   talked    of  by   some,  —  I    think  we    have 
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not  got  along  far  enoiigli  tor  tliat,  bin   as  the  uiajmity  goes 
I  will  go. 

"  Rouse  up.  ye  l)oys  of  South  Woburn.  and  put  a  sound 
in  every  corner  of  the  old  schoolhouse  that  shall  take  the 
shine  off  the  old  National  Theatre  it.self  I 

"Yours  respectfully, 

"■\VAiatEX   TKEL." 

Nearly  forty  years  afterward  ]\Ir.  Teel,  having  been  written 
to  for  recollections  of  those  early  days  in  South  Woburn, 
■wrote  the  following  letter :  — 

"DAVExroirr.  ]uwa.  March  30,  1885. 

"■Dear  Mr.  Tltomp.^un. —  Yvuv  letter  of  the  twenty-lifth 
instant  came  to  hand  last  Saturda}-,  and  contents  iioted.  I 
wish  I  could  recall  wluit  you  desij'e  to  know  about  the  old 
events  that  transpired  in  the  lonj,  lon<j  ago,  when  Winchester 
was  South  Woburn,  and  was  familiarly  called  Black  Horse 
Village.  But  as  I  grow  old  and  the  farther  end  of  the  'long 
path  '  comes  in  sight,  the  events  that  transpired  in  dear  old 
Woburn  came  vividly  before  nie,  and  Winchester  seems  all 
a  blank. 

'•Away  back  in  the  thirties  I  can  see  your  dear  old  father 
and  mother,  then  comparatively  young  people,  living  in  what 
was  to  me  a  pialaee,  on  Pleasant  Street,  near  the  General's.  I 
can  see  them  both,  and  you  and  Martha,  and  the  old  pew  in 
Father  Bennet's  church.  I  also  remember  the  very  day  you 
all  removed  to  South  Woburn,  having  been  preceded  by 
S.  S.  Richardson,  who  removed  frum  the  foot  of  Academy 
Hill. 

"  Perhaps  I  may  be  so  fortunate  as  to  have  something  about 
these  new  events  in  old  South  Woburn  come  to  me.  I  shall 
have  what  you  want  to  know  upon  my  mind  the  next  few 
weeks,  and  if  anything  offers  to  me.  will  note  it  down  and 
send  to  you.     All  seems  a  blank  to  me  now.     John  Gilson, 
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machinist :  Joe  Sluircm,  wocuhvorker  :  a  Mr.  Adams,  Usher's 
son-in-law ;  Alvin  Taylor  :  E.  A.  Brackett,  sculptor,  and  Dr. 
Piper  and  Warren  Teel  were  among  the  members  of  Dr. 
Youngman's  Society.  Where,  u'hen,  and  who  met  with  us,  I 
cannot  recall.  Still,  it  may  yet  come  to  me :  if  it  does,  1  will 
let  you  know. 

"  If  my  dear  old  sister  Lucy  were  alive,  how  much  she 
could  tell  you  about  the  early  settlers  of  South  Woburn,  and 
Sol.  Fletcher.  A  history  of  South  Woburn  without  Solomon 
in  it  were  like  the  play  of  Hamlet  with  Hamlet  left  out. 

"  When  I  have  tried  to  think  of  something  the  last  twenty- 
four  hours  about  what  you  want  to  know,  my  mind  comes 
right  whacJc  on  to  S.  S.  Richardson. 

"  I  have  a  good  anecdote  to  tell  about  him,  which  you 
might  insert  in  your  history.  It  is  a  funny  one.  Well,  I  will 
give  it  to  you  soon.  Truly  yours, 

"  WAEIIEX  TEEL." 

Since  receiving  the  above  letter,  Mr.  Teel  has  sent  us 
the  following 

EEMINISCEyCE. 

On  the  last  Wednesday  of  :\Iay,  in  the  year  1835,  fifty 
j'-ears  ago,  the  first  car  conveying  passengers,  drawn  by  a 
locomotive  on  the  Boston  and  Lowell  liailroad,  passed 
through  Black  Horse  Village  on  its  way  to  Lowell. 

Notice  had  previously  been  given  that  the  great  event 
was  to  take  place  on  old  "  election  day,"  which,  in  the  old 
time,  occurred  always  on  the  last  Wednesday  in  May.  It 
was  an  occurrence  of  great  importance,  and  the  jieople, 
young  and  old,  along  the  route  from  Boston  to  Lowell, 
gathered  to  the  line  of  the  railroad  to  see  this  new  wonder. 
I  was  then  a  lad  of  seven  years,  and,  with  the  others, 
gathered  at  the  clump  of  birches  just  below  the  old  mill  on 
the    Thomas  Ixichardson    place — the    old   mill  where  your 
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Mr.    Harrison    Parker    and    brother    Asa    used     to    cut    up  I 
mahogany.     All  ••  Richardson  Row  "  was  there  :  the  Jiouses 

along   tlie    road    to    Reading,    in    this    part    of    the    town,  \ 
were   deserted;    with  patience  they  waited  for  the  wonder 
to    appear.      That    you    may    know    how   little    was    their 

knowledge  about  railroading,  I  will  relate  an  incident  that  i 

occurred  while  waiting  for  the  train.  I 

For  a  small  boy  I  had  quite  an  engineering  turn  of  mind,  ■ 

and  for  days  I   had  pondered   over   this   scheme   of  running  ; 
•wagons  on  a  rail  by  steam.     What  seemed  uppermost  iu  my 

mind   was   how    thick    a   substance    could    be    successfully  \ 

placed  upon  the  rail  without  incurring  an   accident  to  the  \ 

train.     I  laid  awake  nearly  all  the  night  before,  revolving  iu  ; 

my  mind  what  I  might  put  on  the  rail  the  next  day  to   test  ', 

the  experiment.    I  privately  concluded  that  an  old  Bungtov,-n  = 

copper  cent  would  be  the  thing.     But,  alas,  how  few  mortals  \ 

are  equal  to  the  situation  !    When  the  news  arrived  that  the  \ 

cars  were  coming  in  sight  my  courage  failed,  but  not  until  \ 

Col.  Samuel  White,  who  was  present  on  the  occasion,  had  \ 

detected  me  in  trying  to  place  the   coin  on  the  rail,  where-  I 

upon  he  roundly  rated  me  upon  my  hazardous  venture  ;  still,  1 

being  a  little  curious  himself,  he  compromised  the  matter  by  s 

loaning   me   au   old-fashioned   fourpence    half-penny    (6  1-4  \ 
cents).     It  being  well  worn  and  very  thin,  he  thought  there 
would  not  be  much  risk,  so  I   boldly   marched  up   to  the 

track,  and,  before  all  the  crowd,  placed  it  upon  the  iron  rail,  \ 
and  breathlessly  waited  for  the  huge  monster  to  come  along.         '  ; 

Various  were  the  emotions  in  my  breast  those  few  moments.  \ 

I  am  happy  to  state  that  remorse  overtook  the  Colonel  and  I 
myself  about  the  same  moment,  and  we  both  vied  with  each 
other  in  our  haste  to  remove  the  obstacle  from  the  track. 
After  having  accomplished  this  we  felt :  that  is.  I  did :  we 
were  good  enough  to  go  straight  to  heaven  if  we  died  that 
moment.  But  I  should  not  be  doing  the  Colonel  justice  if  I 
did  n't  now  state  that,  to  the  best  of  my  recollection,  he  was 
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the  first  to  remark  after  the  engine  and  car  passed :  ■•  Slio  ! 
you  might  have  put  a  silver  doUar  on  the  rail  and  no  harm 
come  of  it !  " 

This  was  half  a  century  ago.  Now,  here  on  these  Western 
prairies,  we  run  over  a  Texas  steer  and  don"t  know  it  until 
the  bill  comes  for  damages  to  the  steer. 

WAEREN  TEEL. 
Daventokt,  Iowa,  April  10,  1885. 
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At  a  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  South  Village  in 
Woburn,  held  at  the  Wakefield  House,  .Alay  12, 1840,  for  the  j 

purpose    of    taking   into    consideration    the    importance    of    .  \ 

forming  a  new  religious  society,  Mr.  Zachariah  Symmes,  2d,  \ 

was  chosen  cliairman,  and  Benjamin  F.  Thompson,  secretary.  I 

The    subject   having   been    thoroughly   discussed,  it   was  | 

voted  that  it  is  expedient  to  form  a  new  religious  society,  to  i 

be  called  the  Woburn  South  Ctmgregational  Society,  pro- 
vided a  sufficient  number  of  persons  can  be  obtained  to 
afford  a  good  prospect  of  success. 

Benjamin  F.  Thompson,  Loring  Emerson,  and  Sumner 
Richardson  were  chosen  to  procure  names  in  addition  to 
those  present,  and  report  at  an  adjourned  meeting. 

May  19,  1840,  at  the  adjourned  meeting  the  committee 
reported  a  list  of  names  of  those  persons  who  wished  to 
become  members  of  said  society.  All  present  were  called 
upon  perscmally  to  answer  the  following  question :  Shall 
we  proceed  to  a  regular  organization  of  said  society?  All 
present  answered  in  the  affirmative. 

Benjamin  F.  Thonipsim,  Stephen  Cutter,  Stephen  Swan, 
Alvah  Hatch,  and  Sumner  Richardson  were   chosen  a  com- 

•  Transcribed  from  vol.  1,  p.  I. 
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I 
mittee  to  take  the  necessary  steps  for  a  regular  orgaiazatiou 

of  said  society.  '  ! 

The  meeting  was  then  dissolved. 

B.  F.  TIIOiMTSOX,   Secretary.  \ 

PETITIONING    FOR   A    WAKKANT.  \ 

To  Col.  Leonard  2'hom2>»o7i,  Jimticc  of  the  Peace,  in  and  for 
the  County  of  3Iiddlescx,  —  You  are  hereby  requested  to 
issue  a  warrant  for  a  meeting  of  the  legal  voters  of  the 
South  Congregational  Society  in  Woburn,  for  the  purpose  of 
organizing  said  society  by  the  choice  of  oftlccrs,  and  otlier  ; 

necessary  business,  namely :  —  i 

To  see  what  measures  the  Ptirisli  will   take    to    erect    a  ' 

House  of  Worship,  or  do  anything  in  relation  to  the  same.  | 

To  see   what  measures  the   Parish  will  take  to  procure  j 

necessary  Fuuds  to  defray  the  expenses  of  building  a  ]\Ieet-  1 

ing-house  and  other  expenses  of  said  Parish.  | 

To  see  if  the  Parish  will  procure  a  lot  of  land  to  locate  i 

the  Meeting-house   on,  or  do  anything  in    relation    to    the  : 

same.  ! 

To  see  if  the  Parish  will  procure  Musical  Instruments,  or 
do  anything  in  relation  to  the  same. 

bexja:*iix  f.  Thompson,    alvaii  hatch, 

STEPHEN   SWAN,  SUMNER   PJCILVP.DSON, 

STEPHEN  CUTTEP., 

Petilioners. 
WARKANT    on    the   F01;EG0ING    APrLICATION. 

To  Benjamin  F.  Thompson,  one  of  the  Members  of  the  South 
Congregational  Parish  in  Woburn,  in  the  County  of  Middle- 
ser,  — In  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts, 
you  are  required  to  notify  and  warn  all  the  members  of  said 
Parish  qualified  by  law  to  vote  in  said  Parish,  to  meet  at  the 
schoolhouse,  in  Ward  Xo.  G,  at  three  o'clock  p.m..  on  Mon- 
day, the  first  day  of  June  next,  to  act  upon  the  following 
articles,  namely:  — 
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Article  1.  To  elect  all  such  ottieers  as  may  be  wanting 
to  serve  the  Parish  the  ensuing  year. 

Art.  2.  To  see  what  measures  the  Parish  will  take  to 
erect  a  House  of  Worship,  or  do  anything  in  relation  to  the 
same. 

Art.  3.  To  see  what  measures  the  Parish  will  take  to 
procure  the  necessary  funds  to  defray  the  expenses  of  build- 
ing a  Meethig-house  and  other  expenses  of  said  Parish. 

Art.  4.  To  see  if  the  Parish  will  procure  a  kit  of  land 
to  locate  the  Meeting-house  on.  or  do  anything  in  relation 
to  the  same. 

Art.  5.  To  see  if  the  Parish  will  procure  Musical  Instru- 
ments, or  do  anything  in  relation  to  the  singing  in  said 
society. 

And  you  are  hereby  directrd  to  serve  this  warrant  by 
notifying  personally  every  member  qualified  to  vote  in  said 
Parish,  or  by  leaving  at  his  place  of  abode  a  notification 
exjiressing  the  time,  place,  and  purposes  of  said  meeting, 
seven  days  at  least  before  the  time  apj^ointed  for  the  same. 
Hereof  fail  not,  and  make  return  of  this  v^-arrant  witli  your 
doings  thereon  to  the  said  meeting  at  the  above  time  and 
place. 

Given  under  ray  hand  and  seal,  and  dated  at  said  Woburn 
this  twenty-second  day  of  May,  a.d.  1840. 

LEOXAED   TJIOMPSOX,   Justice  of  the  Peace. 

Woburn.  June  1.  1840. 

■Pursuant   to   the    within    warrant,    I   have    notified    and 

warned  all  the  members  of  said  Parish,  qualified  by  law  to 

vote  in  said  Parish,  to  meet  at  the  time   and  place,  and   for 

the  purposes  specified  in  said  warrant. 

BEXJA3I1N  F.  THOMPSON. 

Proccedht'/s  at  a  meeting  for  the  organization  of  the  Wo- 
burn South   Congregational   Parish   and   the   transaction  of 
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other  business  June  1, 1840,  holden  in  the  sehot)lhouse  Ward  ! 

No.  6.  j 

The  Petition,  warrant,  and  answer    to  the  warrant  were 

read  by  Coh   Leonard  Thimipson,  Justice  (if  tiie   Peace.  '■ 

1.  The  vote  for  clei'k  was  called  for  by  Col.  Leonard  \ 
Thompson  ;  and  Sumner  Pichardson  was  cliosen,  and  ([uali-  j 
fied  by  taking  the  necessary  oatli  before  the  cliairman.  I 

2.  Zachariah  Synnnes,  2d,  jModerator.  j 

3.  Voted  to  choose  a  Parish  Committee  of  tliree.  Chose  ' 
Stephen  Cutter,  John  Fiske,  Harrison  Parker,  Committee.  j 

4.  Voted  to  choose  assessors  on  one  ballot.  Chose  Lor-  | 
ing  Emerson,  Joseph  Wyman,  Luther  Elliott,  Assessors.  j 

5.  Chose  Benjamin  F.  Thompson,  Treasurer.  j 

6.  Chose  Samuel  B.  White,  Collector.  | 

7.  Voted   to    choose    two    Auditors.     Chose    Nathan   B. 
Johnson,   Stephen    Symines,   Auditors.  j 

■8.     Voted  to  build  a  I\Ieeting-house.  j 

9.  Voted  to  choose  a  committee  of  seven  to  build  the  \ 
house.  Chose  Benjamin  F.  Thompson,  Stephen  Swan.  \ 
Harrison  Parker,  Henry  Cutter.  Marshall  Wyman.  Nathan  i 
B.  Johnson,  Sumner  Eichardson,  Committee.  | 

10.  Voted  that  those  persons  who  have  subscribed  for  j 
pews  be  requested  to  pay  to  the  Treasurer  twenty-five  dollars  ' 
on  or  before  the  first  day  nf  July,  and  those  who  are  willing 

be  requested  to  pay  more. 

11.  Voted  to  authorize  the  Treasurer  to  hire  one  thou-  \ 
sand  dollars  and  give  his  note  in  behalf  of  the  parish.  I 

12.  Voted  that  the  Committee  build  such  a  house  as  they  •; 
think  proper,  not  exeeeiling  five  thousand  dollars,  including  ^ 
land  and  every  expense.  j 

13.  Voted  that  the  Building  Committee  be  authorized  to  •  j 
procure  a  lot  of  land  for  building  the  house  upon. 

14.  Voted  that  the  singing  be  referred  to  the  Parish  i 
Committee. 

15.  Voted  to  take  up  Article  3  again.  .        j 
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16.  Voteil  to  raise  such  sums  of  money  as  the  parish  may 
neecl  for  parish  purpMses  liy  suljseriptioii. 

17.  Voted  tliat  the  assessors  be  a  committee  to  procure 
the  above  subscriptions. 

Attest.  SU:Si:s"Ei;   PJCIIATIDSON,  Parish  Chrk. 


Transcript  of  names  of  members  ; 
they  stand  (vol.  i,  pp.  4  and  5,  and  V( 


the   order  in  which 
ii,  pp.  350-353). 


NOTE.  — The  *  indicnte?  Ueceased  members.    Tln>  ile~isnatioii  is  not  copied  from 
the  records,  but  supplied  from  infornmtiou  obtained  wiiile  the  article  is  in  press.  —  Eu. 


♦Benjamin  Frauklhi  Thompson. 

♦Nathan  Brooks  Johnson. 

♦Joseph  "Wyman. 

*Samnel  Synimes. 

♦Isaac  Shattnck. 

♦Marshall  Wynian. 

♦Eli  Kcn.lall." 

Stephen  C'nttor. 
♦Francis  Johnson. 
♦Henry  Cuttur. 
♦Francis  Johnson,  Jr. 
♦Stephen  Nichols,  "id. 
♦Rei  Hills. 
♦Alvah  Hatch. 
♦Jesse  lUchardson. 
♦S.  Stanley  Wyman. 
♦John  H.  Coates. 
♦Job  A.  Da\-is. 
♦Josiah  Stratti.n.  Jr. 

George  Sanderson. 
♦Samuel  Steele  Richardson. 

Oliver  Richardson  Clark. 
♦Stephen  Symmes. 
♦Joseph  B.  Synimes. 
♦Matthew  Griswold. 
♦Horatio  Symmes. 
♦Jeremiah  "Watson. 

♦Stephen  Swan. 

•John  Fisk. 


Jr. 


Andrew  Cutter. 
*Nathan  Jaquith. 
Harrison  I'arkor. 
John  C!.  Itichardson. 
♦Isaiah  Rt'cd.  Jr. 
♦Luther  Elliott. 
♦Samuel  B.  White. 
♦John  Hathaway  Richard 
♦Georyje  Eaton. 

Sullivan  Cutter. 
♦Zachtiriah  Symmes.  "id. 

Sumner  Richardson. 
♦Johnson  Symmes. 
♦Cahin  Richardson, 

Gardner  Symmes. 
♦William  Fierce. 

John  Buxton. 

Stephen  H.  Richardson. 
♦Caleb  Richardson. 
♦Loring-  Emerson. 
♦Jetterson  Ford. 
♦Caleb  Richardson.  Jr. 
♦Thomas  Richardson. 
♦John  G.  Usher. 
♦Charles  W.  Stevens. 
♦James  Bell. 
♦John  Cutter. 

William  Richardson. 

Samuel  Smith. 
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*Putnani  Emerson. 
*Thomas  Iliiti-liinsoii. 
*A.  "W.  Goodell. 
*Jaraes  H.  Sliepard. 

Stephen  Syinmej,  Jr. 

Moses  C.  Greene. 
*Samuel  Kendall. 
*Thonias  Collins. 
*Charles  liusscll. 

Stephen  II.  Cutter. 

Horace  Hatch. 

Salem  T.  AVard. 

Joseph  Symnies. 

Lucius  B.  Xuttiiig. 
*John  "Whitteiiiore. 
*Johu  Aver. 
*Sanuiel  M.  Kice. 
*Francis  II.  Johnson. 
*Joseph  Ilnnnewell. 
*Charles  I're-sey. 

Joseph  Iluse. 
*James  Bridge. 

John  X.  Kuiidall. 
*Alvin  Taylor. 
John  C.  Wortlien. 
John  A.  Cram. 

Charle-  Hall. 
*W.  W.  B.  Lindley. 
*Peleg'  Lawrence. 
Isaac  Holmes  Kendall. 
*Richard  W.  Piper. 
*Zebadiah  Abbott. 
*Nathau  Blanchard. 
*WUliam  A.  Dodge. 
♦Joseph  B.  Bhiuchard. 
♦William  A.  Warron. 
A.  N.  Shepard. 
Charles  AV.  AVilder. 
Lutlier  IJiihardson. 
•James  T.  Langley. 
David  Youiigman. 
*Samuol  Ki-ndall. 
Abijah  Thompson. 


Elizabeth  I!ichurd>nn. 
*Phebe  Bell. 
*Nancy  B.  Eaton. 

Lucy  Sellers. 
*Clarimond  Wymaii  Pierce. 

Delia  Pierce. 
*Hannah  Wyman. 
*Mary  Cutter. 
*Josiuli  A\'alker.' 

Since  1S50. 

Samuel  S.  Holton. 

Jonathan  Clark. 
*Abel  Houghton. 

Joseph  Stone. 

Edwin  A.  Fessenden. 
*Asa  Fletcher. 
*Alonzo  Chapin. 

Stephen  A.  Holt. 

James  R.  Bay  ley. 

J.  C.  Johnson. 
*Eeubeu  T.  Kobinson. 

Elmore  Johnson. 
*Josephus  Jolmson. 

E.  W.  Clark. 

William  D.  Maxwell. 

John  T.  Manny. 
*  Joshua  Lane. 

Lemuel  Holton. 

Warren  Coffin. 

Alfred  Norton. 

Samuel  B.  White,  Jr. 

Thomas  P.  Tenney. 
•S.  T.  Sanborn. 
*Abel  Green. 
♦Phillip  Kelley. 

Robert  Crawford. 
♦Charles  Goddard. 

Henry  Stone. 

Edmund  Sanderson. 
•Alvan  Cheney. 
•J.  C.  Roberts'. 
•A.  E.  Bates. 
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♦David  Nelson  SkiUinr 
*Thomas  V.  Holtoii. 

Steplien  Thompson. 

AUan  F.  Boone. 

George  11.  Cliapiuan, 

Justin  Lawrence. 

Sylvester  G.  Pierce. 

A.  W.  Quimby. 

Daniel  AV.  Iviinball. 

Edward  H.  IJice. 
*  James  11.  Prince. 

S.  B.  Pratt. 

Charles  O.  Shoplira-d. 

W.  C.  Kcdfern. 

George  l?ice. 

Thomas  Shepard. 

Levi  C.  Ela. 

Charles  F.  Lunt. 

Charles  E.  Conant. 
•PL  K.  Thatcher. 

Robert  Cowdrey. 

Charles  W.  Underliill 

Oliver  P.  Clark.  Jr. 

Joseph  H.  Tyler. 

M.  A.  Herrick. 

H.  F.  Clark. 
•Ed^iu  Lamson. 

James  F.  D-s\inell. 

P.  AV.  Swan. 

Leone  S.  Quimby. 

AA'arren  Johnson. 

Andrew  Allison. 

Edward  F.  Sanborn. 

Marcus  C.  Cook. 

I.  S.  Palmer. 

F.  AY.  I'rince. 

Henry  A.  Emer.son. 

Benjamin  Bray. 

Henry  F.  Johnson. 

George  G.  Stratton. 

AVm.  P.  Grcelev. 


AVixcni>Ttu.  June  2',  1S85. 


Cyrus  AV.  Blood. 
A.  E.  Powe. 
Harrison  Parker.  :.'d. 
J.  AV.  Hemingway. 
George  Cooke. 
John  S.  Kicliardsori. 
A.  K.  P.  Joy. 
Edwin  Pobinson. 
George  McDaniil. 
John  AVinslow  llichardson. 
AVarren  F.  Foster. 
Zenoui  A.  PicharJson. 
J.  F.  Stratton. 
James  P.  Bontwell. 
J.  AV.  Skillings. 
Eugene  Tapjian. 
Arthur  Fletcher. 
Joseph  AV.  Guernsey. 
Frank  M.  AVhite. 
Edward  IL  Stone. 
Charles  E.  Pedfern. 
Alfred  S.  Hall. 
Walter  \.  Smalley. 
E.  S.  Osgood. 
Benjamin  T.  Church. 
C.  H.  S.  Foster. 
Emmons  Hatch,  Jr. 
Preston  Pond. 
Alfred  C.  A'inton. 
George  E.  Pogers. 
Samuel  J.  Elder. 
Charles  Nelson  Dodge. 
John  I!eed  Cobb. 
George  H.  Carter. 
Charles  E.  Swett. 
Samuel  Usher. 
AAllliam  IL  Herrick. 
Handel  I'ond. 
Thomas  F.  AVest. 
George  D.  Uand. 
AA'illium  Ladd  Dodge. 
EDAVAKD  IL  RICE.  Farlsh  Clerk. 
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THE   CONGREGATIONAL   CHURCH    CHOIR.' 

SOUTH  WOr.URX,  lS40-ls!:)3. 
The  Congregational  Society  at  South  Wobum  was  organ- 
ized May  19,  18-10.  Ity  house  of  -u-orship  was  built  during 
the  same  year,  and  dedicated  the  last  day  but  one  of  the 
year,  December  30,  1810.  During  this  interval  religious 
services  were  held  generally  at  the  red  schoolhouse,  nearly 
ojiposite  the  present  Baptist  Church,  and  the  preachers  were. 
for  the  most  jnirt,  theological  students  frou^  Andover.  The 
Rev.  Luther  Wright,  of  Woburn,  called  "Father  Wright," 
officiated  occasionally,  and  obtained  some  of  the  preachers. 

There  was  no  regularly  organized  choir  in  the  place  at 
that  time,  nor,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  until  several  years  later. 
But  wherever  religious  services  are  held  singers  can  gen- 
erally be  found.  Such  was  the  case  at  that  time.  Quite 
a  number  of  persons  of  musical  tastes  and  talent  volun- 
teered their  services,  and,  meeting  frequently  for  practice 
and  rehearsal,  and  also  assisting  at  the  services  of  the 
sanctuary,  a  society,  containing  a  respectable  number  of 
good  singers  and  musicians,  soon  came  into  existence, 
formed,  as  such  societies  often  are,  from  the  exigencies  of 
the  case. 

On  the  Town  Records  of  Woburn.  un'dev  date  of  1810. 
appears  a  petition  signed  by  B.  F.  Thompson.  Stephen 
Swan,  Stephen  Cutter,  Alvah  Hatch,  and  Sumner  Richard- 
son, embracing  the  following,  among  other  articles  desired 
to  be  inserted  in  a  warrant  for  a  public  meeting,  namely : 
"  To  see  if  the  Parish  would  purchase  musical  instruments. 
or  do  anything  in  relation  to  the  same,  for  the  South 
Congregational  Parish.'" 

'This  p.iper  probalilv  cont.iius  iuaccuracies,  as  the  -miter  hail   no  memoranda  of 
any  kind,  but  wa-^  i.li'liged  to  trust  to  niemorr  in  relatiug-  cvcMt^?   that  took  phicc 
kos  this  opportunity  to  express  his  thank.-  to  Mr.  Stephen  11. 
portiint  facts  and  incidents  occun-iug  previous  to  IMU.       D.  Y. 
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Mr.  Stephen  Cutter,  a  jiminiiicnt  and  \vcll-knuwii  citizen 
of  South  Woburn,  had  for  many  years  led  the  singing  at 
social  and  religious  meetings  held  at  the  South  Parish :  and 
he  now  became  the  leader  of  this  recently  formed  choir,  after 
the  organization  of  the  new  society,  —  selecting  the  tunes, 
and  directing  the  music  with  his  violin.  He  performed  the 
same  duties  for  many  years  afterward,  whenever'  the  regular 
chorister  was  absent.  With  such  a  record.  Mr.  Stephen 
Cutter,  who  still  survives  at  the  venerable  age  of  eighty- 
eight  years,  must  be  regarded  as  the  first  leader  and 
conductor  of  the  South  Woburn  Church  Choir. 

Mr.  Joseph  Gould,  a  citizen  of  the  place,  —  a  manufacturer 
at  Bacon's  Bridge,  and  a  man  of  fine  musical  taste,  —  had 
been  leader  of  the  choir  at  Woburn  for  a  year  or  two.  He 
taught  a  singing-school  in  1838-39.  in  the  hall  of  the  famous 
Black  Horse  Tavern  :  and  also  taught  another  the  following 
winter,  that  of  1839-40.  at  the  red  schoolhouse,  wliich  was 
attended  by  most  of  the  singers  residing  in  the  village,  some 
of  whom  had  been  members  of  his  choir  at  Woburn. 

^Ir.  Gould  was  a  good  teacher  and  an  excellent  singer,  and 
under  his  direction  and  training  the  new  choir  made  special 
preparation  for  the  exercises  at  the  approaching  dedication  ; 
and  when  tliat  day  arrived,  assisted  by  some  members  of  the 
celebrated  Peak  family  from  Medford.  and  other  musical 
artists  who  kindly  volunteered  their  assistitnce,  performed 
the  service  of  song  on  that  occasion  to  the  general  satisfac- 
tion of  the  large  audience. 

Mr.  Gould  was  now  emplo3-ed  by  the  parish,  for  a  stipu- 
lated amount,  to  lead  the  choir  and  conduct  the  music  in  the 
new  church.  He  had  an  excellent  voice,  and  generally  sung 
the  tenor;  but,  if  occasion  required,  eould  sing  the  soprano 
equally  well.  He  also  played  skilfully  on  the  violin,  with 
which  he  usually  accompanied  his  voice.  Possessing  sucli 
qualifications,  he  made  an  efficient  and  piipular  leader,  and 
remained  in  that  capacity  for  two  years — 1841  and    1842. 
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During  'Slv.  Gould's  first  year  df  service  auotlier  important 
event  oecurred  tliat  should  not  be  omitted.  The  ordination 
of  tiie  first  settled  pastor,  the  Itev.  (ieorge  P.  Smith,  took 
place  June  IT.  1S41.  on  which  occasion  the  choir,  under  the 
direction  of  Mr.  Gould,  performed  the  musical  portion  of  the 
services,  and  fully  sustained  the  reputation  it  had  earned 
at  the  dedication,  six  months  previously.  ; 

The    choir,  during   these    two   years,  consisted    of  about  ; 

twenty  members.     Prominent  among  them  was  JNIiss  Almira  ; 

Johnson,  daughter  of  Deacon  Nathan  P..  Johnson,  afterward  [ 

the  wife  of  Mv.  Stephen  H.  Cutter.     She  was  the  leader  of  i 

the  soprano,  and  by  her  strong,  full  voice,  together  with  a  ,  : 

requisite  degree  of  confidence,  sustained  her  part  and  gave  ! 

strength  and  efliciency  to  the  whole  choir.     She  possessed,  ' 

also,  what  is  essential  in  a  leading  singer,  promptness  and  ; 

punctualit}-,  being  alwaj-s  [iresent  and  always  reliable.     She  j 

retained  this  prominent  and  responsible  position  in  the  choir  \ 

for  many  years.  j 

Miss  Clara  Fisk,  daughter  of   Mr.  John    Fisk,  afterward  j 

wife  of  j\lr.  Waterman  Kimball  (now  Mrs.  Chandler,  and  a  ; 

widow,  residing  in  Boston),  was  leader  of  the  alto.     Slie  had  j 

a  strong,  heavy  voice,   and   yet   it   was    i)leasant    and    well  j 

adapted  to  the  singing  of  duets  and  solos.     She   sung   for  : 

about  three  years,  —  during  Mr.  Gould's  terms  of  service  and  '. 

a  part  of  his  successor's,  Mr.  Trowbridge,  -r  fully  sustaining  ' 

her  part  during   that   time.     She    left    the    choir    in    1843,  \ 

greatly  regretted.  j 

Mr.  John  Fisk.  a  resident  at  tlie  ••  West  Side,"  had  been  a  i 

member  of  the  choir  at  Woburn  for  many  years.     He  had  a  1 

heavy  voice,  of  round,  full  tone,  and.  when  the  new  society  ' 

was  formed,  became  the  recognized  leader  of  the  bass,  and  | 

continued  to  give  ethcient  aid  and  encouragement  for  live  or  } 

six  years,  retiring  in  184'J.  i 

Other  members  of  the  choir  (of  whom  it   is  impossible  to  • 

speak  further  than  mention'  their  names)  were  as    follows: 
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Philip  Bryant,  .Idb  A.  Davis.  Francis  Johnson,  Jr..  Alvah 
Hatch.  Eli  Kendall.  Andrew  N.  Shepard.  Charles  W.  Stevens. 
Salem  T.  Ward,  William  A.  Warren,  and  Walter  Wvniaii. 

The  ladies'  names  were  as  follows  :  ]\lrs.  Linda  (Richard- 
son) Buxton  :  Mrs.  Mary  Ann  (Ken(hill)  Ward  ;  Mrs.  Nathan 
Jaquith,  Jr. ;  Miss  Adaline  A.  Cutter,  afterwai-d  INIrs.  Charles 
Hall ;  Miss  Xancy  Eaton,  afterward  Mrs.  J.  B.  Judkins ; 
Miss  Abigail  Richardson,  afterward  Mrs.  Josiah  Stratton. 
Jr.,  and  Miss  Eliza  Ann  Swan,  afterward  Mrs.  James  T. 
Langley,  now  Mrs.  Samuel  R.  Smith. 

It  does  not  ajjpear  that  there  were  many  musical  instru- 
ments in  tlie  clioir  at  that  time  besides  tlie  leader's  violin 
and  that  of  jNIr.  Stephen  Cutter.  Mr.  Waterman  Kimball 
played  the  violino,  or  double  bass  viol,  and  sometimes  the 
violin.  Mr.  Eli  Kendall  occasionally  played  the  violoncello 
or  single  bass. 

Mr.  Gould  was  succeeded  by  Mr.  Asa  R.  Trowbridge,  of 
Newton,  who  was  emplo3'ed  as  leader  in  1843.  He  was  a 
composer  and  teacher  of  music,  played  the  violin,  and  had  a 
good  tenor  voice.  He  taught  a  siuging-scliool  in  the  vestry 
of  the  new  church  tlie  following  winter.  He  remained  leader 
of  tlie  choir  only  one  year,  but  during  that  time  a  large 
number  became  connected  witii  it.  Besides  the  names'  of 
the  original  members  already  given,  the  following  appear 
during  this  year:  — 

Stephen  H.  Cutter,  William  A.  Dodge,  Sylvanus  Elliot, 
John  S.  Fisher,  Charles  Hall,  Edward  F.  Kendall.  Isaac 
Holmes  Kendall,  Hatevil  K.  Stanton,  Alvin  Taylor,  and 
the  Hon.  B.  Frank  Whittemore. 

The  ladies'  names  were :  Mrs.  Samuel  W.  Twombly  ;  Miss 
Eliza  J.  Kendall,  afterward  Mrs.  John  A.  Cram  :  Miss  Maria  S. 
Swan,  afterward  Mrs.  Abijah  Thompsiui ;  Miss  Lucy  A. 
Doane,  afterward  Mrs.  Frederick  Beck ;  Miss  Harriet  N. 
Johnson,  and  the  Misses  Hutchinson. 

The  instrumental  music  at  tliis  time  was  somewhat  varia- 
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ble.     Mr.  Stephen  Cutter  cuntirmed  to  play  the  violin.     Mr.  j 

Jolui  Buxton  had  succeeded  Mr.  Kindjall  on  the  violino. 
Other  instruments  fell  into  line  as  opportunity  or  inclination 
dictated.  William  A.  Warren  sometimes  played  the  tenor 
trombone ;    Stephen    H.  Cutter,  Andrew    N.    Shepard,  and  . 

Isaac  Holmes  Kendall  played  the  flute.     Mr.  John  S.  Fislier  \ 

played    the   violin,    and   sometimes    the    orchestral    serpent.  \ 

The    ophicleide,    bassoon,    clarinet,   and    bugle    were    heard  \ 

occasionally  in  the  choir.  ! 

During  the  year  1843,  the  choir  was  formally  and  regularly  \ 

organized  ;  but  as  the  book  of  records  is  not  now  accessible,  i 

it  is  impossible  to  give  the  details,  or  even  tlie  names  of  the  s 

otlicers.  j 

Mr.  Pendergrass  succeeded    Mr.  Trowbridge    as  musical  • 

director  and  leader  of  the  choir  in   1844.     He   had   a  full,  j 

pleasant  tenor  voice,  and  was  accustomed  to  sing  songs  and  j 

solos  with  much  effect.    His  singing  of  ''  The  Grave  of  Bona-  i 

parte  "  is  still  remembered  with  great  pleasure.  Nothing  of 
special  note  occurred  during  this  year ;  and  the  choir 
remained  practically  the  same  as  it  had  been  for  two  or  three 
years,  although  some  of  the  original  members  began  to  dro[) 
off.  Mr.  Pendergrass  remained  only  one  year,  and  was 
succeeded  by  Mr.  Alvin  Taylor  in  1845. 

When  the  writer  of  this  paper  settled  in  South  Woburn, 
March,  184G,  the  choir  was  composed  of  a  dozen  or  more 
members,  of  average  musical  talent ;  and  it  .compared  very 
favorably  with  the  choirs  of  neighboring  parishes.  It  was 
led  by  Mr.  Alvin  Taylor,  who  was  also  leader  of  the  bass. 
He  was  a  very  good  singer,  accurate  and  reliable,  with  a 
good  voice  and  good  address,  and  he  made  an  acceptable 
leader  for  an  ordinary  country  choir. 

He  was  senior  partner  with  Mr.  Edmund  Sanderson,  and 
kept  what  was  called  a  "  country  store,"  in  the  building  now 
owned  and  occupied  by  ^Ir.  B.  F.  Holbrook.  Their  store 
was  afterward  kept  in  "  Richardson's  Building,"'  where  Mr. 
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Taylor  remained  till  his  death,  and  where  Mr.  Sanderson  still 
remains.  Mr.  Taylor  was  also  postmaster,  the  second  one, 
I  believe,  appointed  at  South  Woburn,  ■ —  Dr.  INIoses  C. 
Greene  being  the  first.  He  was  also  treasurer  of  the  town  of 
Winchester  for  three  years.  Mr.  Taylor  was  a  very  worthy 
man,  rather  conservative,  of  correct  habits,  and  a  very 
useful  member  of  society.  He  died  in  the  prime  of  life, 
of  consumption,  November  21,  1859. 

After  Mr.  Taylor's  term  of  service  as  chorister  expired,  in 
1846,  the  present  writer  was  engaged  as  leader  and  conductor 
of  the  choir,  and  was  paid  a  small  salary  by  the  parish.  He 
taught  a  singing-school  in  the  vestry  of  the  church  tlie  fol- 
lowing winter,  that  of  184tj-4T,  wldch  was  largely  attended  ; 
and  also  another  in  the  same  place  and  with  similar  success 
in  the  winter  of  1847-48.  He  continued  to  lead  the  choir 
for  about  six  years,  until  a  short  time  before  the  large  organ 
was  placed  in  the  church,  in  1852. 

During  those  years  several  important  events  occurred  that 
called  for  special  musical  exercises  on  the  part  of  the  choir. 
Prominent  among  them  was  the  installation  of  the  second 
settled  pastor,  the  Kev.  William  T.  Eustis,  Jr.,  which  took 
place  Ajiril  8,  1846 ;  and  the  ordination  of  the  third  settled 
pastor,  the  \le\.  John  M.  Steele,  August  10, 1848.  On  these 
occasions  the  choir  sustained  its  former  reputation  by  making- 
appropriate  selections  and  performing  music  adapted  to,  and 
designed  for,  such  occasions.  The  services  at  the  ordination 
of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Steele  were  particularly  interesting  from 
the  preaching  of  the  sermon  by  the  venerable  president  of 
Dartmouth  College,  the  Rev.  Nathan  Lurd,  d.d. 

The  following  persons  were  members  of  the  choir,  fur 
longer  or  shorter  periods,  during  the  half-dozen  years  from 
1846  to  1852,  brief  notices  of  each  one  of  whom  will  be 
given  according  to  the  best  recollections  of  the  writer. 

Mr.  William  A.  Warren  was  a  prominent  member  of  the 
choir  in  1846.    He  sung  on.  the  bass,  and  had  a  good,  reliable 
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voice.  He  was  a  currier  b}'  trade,  and  a  very  wortliy  man. 
He  left  town  iu  1S70,  removing  to  Lunenburg,  wlicrt'  he 
still  resides. 

Mr.  Andrew  X.  Shepard  was  another  reliable  bass  singer. 
He  was  also  a  currier  by  trade,  and  lived  in  town  till 
1881,  when  he  removed,  and  now  resides  in  Nashua,  New 
Hampsliire. 

Mr.  Salem  T.  Ward,  who  still  resides  in  town,  was  also  a 
conspicuous  mendjer  of  the  choir,  singing  also  on  the  bass. 

There  were  also  the  brothers  Kendall,  Edward  F.  and 
Isaac  Holmes,  who,  if  not  so  celebrated  as  their  namesakes, 
the  famous  '■  Ned  "  and  •'  Jim  "  of  the  old  Boston  Brass 
Band,  yet  filled  important  places  in  our  choir.  Edward  F. 
had  a  full,  heavy  bass  voice,  and  added  much  to  the  strength 
of  that  part.  He  left  town  in  1858,  and  lived  about  two 
years  in  Portland,  Maine,  when  he  removed  to  Mobile, 
Alabama,  in  1860.  He  came  North  during  the  war,  and 
afterward  returned  to  Alabama,  where  he  now  resides. 

Isaac  Holmes  Kendall  sung  also  on  the  bass,  and  some- 
times played  the  flute.  He  still  resides  in  town,  and  is 
employed  at  the  pianoforte  manufactory  of  Cowdrey,  Cobb, 
Nichols  &  Company.  He  has  been  for  many  years,  and 
still  is,  the  eilicient  and  popular  sexton  of  the  Congregational 
Chm-ch. 

Their  father.  Eli  Kendall,  sung  in  the  choir  occasionally. 
He  had  previously,  for  a  short  time,  played  the  violoncello. 
He  was  a  practical  musician,  and  had  been  a  manufacturer 
of  melodeons  and  other  musical  instruments.  He  died  in 
1860. 

Mr.  Asa  Fletcher  joined  the  choir  in  1845  or  1846,  and 
sung  till  1S64.  He  was  a  good  tenor  singer,  and  quite 
regular  in  his  attendance.     He  died  November  17,  1880. 

Mr.  Michael  McClary  Steele,  a  brother  of  the  pastor,  sung 
iu  the  choir  for  a  year  or  two.  He  had  a  good  tenor  voice, 
and,  had  he  made  vocal  music  a  specialty  under  the   direc- 
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tioii  of  inodiTii  iiistnictors,  would  douhtless  have  become 
a  Llistinguished  singer.  He  now  resides  at  Epsom,  New 
Hampshire,  on  the  old  McChiry  estate. 

Mr.  Josiah  Hovey  joined  the  choir  in  1849.  and  sung  abmit 
two  years,  when,  at  the  organization  of  the  Baptist  Cliurch. 
he  left  and  identified  himself  with  the  choir  of  that  society. 
He  became  its  leader,  and  remained  in  that  capacity  about 
eleven  years.  He  was  a  good  bass  singer,  and  made  an 
eftieient  and  popular  leader. 

In  1856  he  purchased  the  apolhecary-store  of  the  present 
writer,  and  continued  the  business  about  nine  years,  when 
he  sold  out  to  Mr.  George  P.  Brown,  and  engaged  in  manu- 
facturing a  preparation  for  the  hair,  in  which  he  was  quite 
successful.  After  ilr.  Brown  built  his  new  store,  in  1880, 
Mr.  Hovey  reopened  the  original  one  in  L^-ceum  Building, 
where  he  still  remains  engaged  in  his  legitimate  business. 

Mr.-  Hovey  was  elected  town  clerk  fur  nine  consecutive 
years,  from  1856  to  180-4  inclusive.  He  was  also  appointed 
postmaster  in  1866,  and  held  the  ofiice  about  five  years. 

Kor  must  I  omit  to  mention  another  important  and  rather 
conspicuous  member  who  sung  with  us  for  several  years. 
Mr.  Ebenezer  Smith,  having  purchased  a  summer  residence 
on  Church  Street,  came  to  South  Woburn  in  1847  or  1848. 
Though  past  middle  age,  Mr.  Smith  was  one  of  the  most 
enthusiastic  of  men.  He  was  an  old-fashioned  tenor  singer, 
and  his  cheerful  presence  was  always  inspiring  and  encour- 
aging. He  was  particularly  interested  in  stenography,  and 
would  sit  with  his  tablets  and  take  down  the  entire  sermon 
in  shorthand. 

Mr.  Smith  Wi's  a  jiatrou  of  art  and  music  ;  was  a  member 
of  the  Handel  and  Haydn  Society.  Upon  the  advent  of 
Jenny  Lind.  he  was  a  large  purciiaser  of  tickets  for  the 
mere  encouragement  of  song.  ilr.  Smith  was  wealthy  and 
quite  liberal,  though  in  a  quiet,  unostentatious  manner.  I 
am    told    that    he    was    one    of   a   number  wlio   contributed 
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81,000   each    for   the    relief  of   Daniel   Wel.ster.     He   was,  I 

withal,  somewliat  iieculiar  and  eccentric.     He  once  said  to  '■ 

me :  "  I  never  let  my  left  hand  know  what  my  right  hand  ' 

does."     After  the  rebuilding  of  the  church   in  1854.  a  tine  \ 

tower  clock  was  presented  to  the  society  from  some  luikuowji  | 

friend.     It  afterward  transpired  that  it  was  given   by  Mr.  ' 

Ebenezer  Smith.     The   extent  of  his  private   charities  niav  ' 

never  be  known.     He  was  always  silently  giving  and  quietlv  i 

relieving  the  aged  and  the  poor.     He   died   in    Boston,  in  i 

1864.  ! 

Of  the    ladies.  Mrs.  Aliuira   (Johnson)   Cutter,  wlio   had  I 

been  one  of  the  most  prominent  and  faithful  members  of  • 

the  choir  from  the  beginning,  still  letained  that  responsible  ' 

position,  and  was  the  acknowledged  leader  of  the  soprano.  j 

She  fully  sustained  her  part,  and  i-eniained,  gi'S'ing  efficient  • 

aid  and  strength  to  the   choir,  during  most  of  the   time  the  | 

present  writer  had  charge  of  it.     In  the   summer  of  1849  1 

she   left,  temporaril}-,  on    account    of    illness,  and    did    nut  j 

return  till  the  autumn  of  1852.  at   the  introduction   of  the  • 

new  church  organ.     She  then  resumed  her  former  prominent  : 

place  in  the  choir,  and  remained  about  fifteen  years  longer.  } 

making  a   combined  term  of  service  of  nearly  twenty-five  j 

years, —  a  term  longer  than   that  of  any  other  member  of  \ 

the  choir,  excepting  her  father-in-law,  Jlr.  Stephen  Cutter.  i 

During  all  those  years  she  gave  her  valuable  services  to  the  ■ 

choir,  and  aided  and  encouraged  it  on  all  occasions  by  her  ! 

commanding  voice  and  presence,  until  she  finally  retired  in  | 

1868,  much  to  the  regret  of  the  singers  and  the  entire  i 
congregation.     She  died  October  5,  1881. 

Miss  Lucy  A.  Doane  was  leader  of  the  alto  at  that  time.  • 

She  joined  the   choir  in  1843,  at  ([uite   an  early  age.  and  | 

remained  about  four  years,  leaving  it  at  the  close  of  1846.  I 

She  had  a  remarkably  fin.e  mezzo-soprano  voice,  and  became  ( 

distinguished  as  a  vocalist  in  later  yeais.  After  removing  f 
to   Boston,  she  was  first  a   pupil  of  the  famous  Di-.  Lowell 
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Mason,  and  sung  in  his  clioirs  for  some  time.  She  afterward 
became  a  pupil  of  tliat  '•  sterling  artist  and  sweet  tenor 
singer,"  August  Kreissmann.  and  assisted  in  the  perform- 
ance of  Handel's  •'  Alexander's  Feast,"  in  the  spring  of  1849, 
the  first  time  the  piece  was  performed  in  Ameiica,  under  the 
direction  of  the  celebrated  George  James  Webb.  She  sung 
several  years  at  the  Rev.  Mr.  Coolidge's  church,  on  Harrison 
Avenue,  and  about  five  yeais  at  Dr.  E.  E.  Hale's,  on  Union 
Park  Street.  In  1859  slie  married  Mr.  Frederick  Beck,  now 
treasurer  of  a  copper  company.  No.  68  Devonshire  Street, 
Boston,  and  resides  in  Brookline. 

Miss  Harriet  Newell  Johnson,  a  younger  sister  of  Mrs. 
Stephen  H.  Cutter,  had  joined  the  choir  in  1813  or  1844, 
and  continued  to  give  valuable  aid  by  singing  the  alto.  She 
became  leader  of  that  part  after  the  departure  of  Miss 
Doane.  She  had  a  very  fine  alto  voice,  and  though  not 
particularly  strong  or  full,  it  was  sweet  and  ]ileasant,  and. 
had  she  lived,  would  doubtless  have  become  a  superior 
singer.  But  failing  liealth  compelled  her  to  leave  the 
choir  in  1856.  and  she  died  of  consumption,  September  23, 
1858. 

Miss  Abigail  Richardson,  one  of  the  original  members  of 
the  choir,  still  remained,  a  valuable  and  reliable  sopi-aiio 
singer.  In  1848  she  married  Mr.  Josiah  Stratton,  Jr.,  and 
is  noTNf  a  widow,  and  resides  at  the  old  homestead. 

There  were  also  the  sisters  Hutchinson,  one  of  whom. 
Lydia  L..  married  Cyrus  W.  Blood,  and  another,  Elizabeth  C, 
married  Varnum  P.  Locke,  and  both  still  reside  in  town. 
The  Hutchinsons  were  a  family  of  singers ;  and  if  not  so 
celebrated  as  their  famous  namesakes  of  New  Hampshire, 
they  deserve  to  be  noticed  in  the  reminiscences  of  the  town. 
The  family  was  frequently  invaded  by  death,  one  after 
another  being  cut  off  prematurely  by  that  fatal  scourge  of 
New  England  —  consumption. 

Miss  Ellen  M.  Burnham.  afterward  Mrs.  Aaron  D.  Weld. 
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joined  the  clioir  in  1848.  and  suii;^  about  four  years.  She 
had  a  i'ull-tuued  average  alto  voice,  and  sung  that  part  witli 
confidence  and  .etliciency.  After  tlie  formation  of  the  Bap- 
tist Society  she  left  our  church  and  luiited  with  that  in  1857. 
Her  husband,  Mr.  Weld,  died  in  the  army,  at  New  Orleans, 
in  1862.     She  remains  a  widow,  and  still  resides  in  town. 

Her  sister,  iliss  Annie  Burnham,  afterward  Mrs.  Rev. 
John  j\I.  Steele,  and  now  Mrs.  Henry  Johnson,  of  Lynn, 
sung  the  soprano  in  our  choir  ffU'  a  short  time. 

Miss  Susan  Warland,  now  Mrs.  Caleb  Winchester,  of 
Peabody,  sung  the  alto  for  some  time,  together  with  Miss 
Ellen   M.  Burnham. 

The  JNIisses  Swan,  already  mentioned,  still  remained  mem- 
bers of  the  choir ;  and  if  not  so  frequently  seen  in  th(*ir  places 
as  some  others,  they  were  none  the  less  welcome. 

Mrs.  Salem  T.  Ward  also  continued  to  be  a  constant  and 
valuable  member. 

The  following  ladies  joined  the  choir  between  1847  and 
1851 :  Miss  Lavina  Rogers,  now  Mrs.  Sylvanus  Elliot ; 
Miss  Nancy  W.  Cutter,  now  Mrs.  Stephen  A.  Holt ;  Miss 
Martha  J.  Alden,  now  Mrs.  J.  T.  Beers  ;  Miss  Susan  F. 
Whittemore,  who  removed  from  town  and  afterward  married, 
and  now  lives  in  Newburyport ;  Miss  Martha  D.  Wilder, 
who  died  in  early  life,  of  consumption,  and  Miss  Amanda 
Kimball,  who  also  died  quite  young. 

Miss  Elizabeth  Steele,  sister  of  the  pastor,  became  a  member 
of  the  choir  in  1849,  and  sung  two  or  three  years.  She  had  a 
strong,  full,  alto  voice,  and  was  leader  of  that  part  most  of  the 
time  she  remained.  She  also  played  the  organ  occasionally, 
in  the  absence  of  the  regular  organist.  After  the  formation 
of  the  Baptist  Society,  she  sung  for  a  while  in  the  choir  of. 
that  church.  In  1855  she  married  Mr.  J.  Lincoln  Bangs,  a 
flour  merchant  living  in  Cambridge  and  doing  business  on 
Long  Wharf,  Boston.  About  three  years  afterward  they 
removed  to  Montreal,  where  tliey  resided  twenty-one  years. 
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During  a  part  of  that  time  Mrs.  Bangs  sung  in  the  choir  of 
the  Church  of  the  Messiah.  Her  iiushand  died  about  five. 
years  ago.     She  now  resides  in  Cambridge. 

Miss  Martha  J.  Alden  joined  the  choir  in  1850.  and 
remained  about  one  year.  She  liad  a  full,  strong,  alto  voice, 
with  a  mezzo  qualitj-.  She  went  to  Boston,  and  in  a  few 
years  became  noted  as  a  quartette  singer.  She  became  a 
pupil  of  several  musical  artists  of  distinction,  and  sung  three 
years  at  the  Rev.  Mr.  Fuller's  church,  on  Hanover  Street, 
and  then  two  years  at  Park-street  Church.  She  afterward 
became  a  pupil  of  the  celeljrated  August  Kreissmann,and  sung 
five  years  at  Dr.  Hale's  church.  She  also  sung  five  years 
at  the  Episcopal  Church  at  Brookline,  and  from  one  to  two 
years  each  at  several  other  churches,  making  an  aggregate 
of  over  twenty  years  as  a  quartette  choir-singer.  In  1860 
she  married  Mr.  .Jacob  T.  Beers,  and  still  resides  in 
Boston. 

The  musical  instruments,  thuugh  not  numerous  or  espe- 
cially' conspicuous,  were  very  v/ell  proportioned  to  the  num- 
ber and  capacity  of  the  choir.  Mr.  John  Buxton  continued 
to  play  the  violino,  thus  giving  ample  support  and  etliciency- 
to  the  bass.  He  still  resides  in  town,  and  is  enqjloyed  at 
the  furniture  manufactory  of  S.  C.  Small  &  C^o.,  Nos.  71  and 
73  Portland  Street.  Boston. 

Mr.  Stephen  Cutter  continued  to  play  the  violin  ;  and 
although  he  did  not  attempt  to  vie  with  Ole  Bull,  he  yet 
played  our  simple  church  tunes  as  well,  perhaps,  as  that  cele- 
brated artist  would  have  done.  He  had  ever  manifested 
great  interest  in  the  choir,  was  always  in  his  jilace,  and  con- 
tinued for  many  j-ears  the  acknowledged  leader  at  evening 
and  other  services,  in  the  absence  of  the  ch(U'ister. 

Mr.  Stephen  H.  Cutter,  a  member  of  the  lirm  of  S.  and 
H.  Cutter  I.V-  Co.,  played  the  tlute,  and  blended  its  sweet 
notes  harmoniously  with  his  father's  violin  and  Mr.  Buxton's 
heavier  violino.     Like    his   father   and    his   wife,   lie    could 
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always  be  relied  on.  in  all  kinds  of  weather  and  on  all 
occasions. 

Mr.  Andrew  X.  Shepard  and  Mr.  Isaac  Holmes  Kendall 
each  played  tiie  tlute  occasionally,  and  thus  gave  additional 
strengtli  and  variety  to  the  orchestra. 

After  the  reconstruction  of  the  church,  in  18.50  and  1851, 
a  small  parlor  pipe-organ  was  placed  in  the  gallery,  and 
Mr.  James  A.  Woodbury,  the  niacliinist  and  inventor,  was 
employed  for  a  short  time  as  organist.  His  melodious  and 
tasteful  interludes  are  still  remembered  with  pleasure  by 
many  who  heard  them  thirty-five  years  ago.  Mrs.  James  A. 
Woodbury  also,  for  the  time  being,  gave  us  the  valuable  aid 
of  her  fine  soprano  voice,  which  etHciently  strengthened  and 
encouraged  the  whole  choir.  * 

At  the  time  the  small  organ  was  introduced,  Mrs.  Deacon 
Zebediah  Abbott  became  a  member  of  the  choir  and  the 
leader  of  the  soprano.  Slie  remained  till  the  large  organ  was 
placed  in  tlie  church,  in  1852.  She  had  a  strong,  musical 
voice,  and  made  a  very  excellent  soprano  leader. 

After  Mr.  Woodbury  left,  Mr.  Francis  Hazeltine,  from 
Chester,  X.  H.,  played  the  small  organ,  and  led  the  choir 
for  a  year  or  so.  He  was  a  teacher  of  music  by  profession, 
and  made  a  very  good  conductor. 

In  1852  a  fine  organ,  built  by  Messrs.  Simmons  & 
Mclntier,  was  placed  in  the  churcli ;  and  Mr.  James  C. 
Johnson,  who  had  recently  removed  from  Boston  and  settled 
in  town,  was  engaged  as  organist  and  musical  director.  He 
continued  his  services  in  that  capacity,  to  the  entire  satisfac- 
tion of  the  choii-  and  parish,  for  more  than  seventeen  years. 

It  is  hoped  and  expected  that  Mr.  Johnson  will  soon  con- 
tribute a  paper,  giving  his  reminiscences  of  the  choir  during 
the  time  he  liad  charge  of  it.  thus  furnishing  a  complete  and 
continuous  history  from  its  commencement  to  the  present. 

DAVID  YOUNGM-VX'. 
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THE   ANXIOUS  SEAT. 

[From  the  )rvhi,rn  a„kle  Post.] 

Gayly  tlic  choir  began  to  s'mg 

In  the  church  of  Fountain  Street, 
As  a  stranger  beau 
Essayed  to  know 

If  he  could  find  a  .-^eat. 
In  vain  he  cast  his  eyes  around ; 

No  sexton  crossed  his  patli. 
No  empty  pew  therein  he  found. 

And  he  tliouglit  of  turning  back. 
In  vain  lie  sougiit,  tliat  anxious  beau, 
Through  all  the  galleries  and  below; 
He  stood  a  sad,  unseated  thing. 
And  now  the  choir  had  ceased  to  sing. 

Young  blooming  converts  filled  the  air 
With  sighs  and  glances  sweet ; 
And  he  edged  his  way. 
As  they  rose  to  pray. 
Up  to  the  anxious  seat. 
A  sister  fair,  in  robe  of  white. 

The  stranger  came  to  greet  — 
She  asked  him  if  he  'd  '•  found  a  hope," 

And  offered  him  a  seat. 
'  Oh,  lady  fair!  "  the  stranger  cried, 
'No  hope  is  mine,  save  at  thy  side ; 
Give  me  a  place,  then,  I  entreat. 
Beside  thee  on  the  anxious  seat." 

A  kerchief  to  his  eyes  he  pressed. 

lu  deep  concern  of  mind 

She  asked  to  know 

If  the  stranger  beau 

Was  "  seriously  inclined." 

No  word  he  said  — she  raised  her  head- 

And  lo!  she  wept  alone  — 
Her  'broidercd  kerchief,  edged  with  lac 
And  the  anxious  beau  were  gone  I 
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NoAv.  when  she  lures  with  glances  sa 
Pale  strangers  to  the  anxious  seat, 
She  eyes  them  with  a  cautious  gaze. 
And  always  watches  while  she  prays 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 

DfXEMBER    10,  1S46. 

Levee  akd  Sale.  —  The  Female  Eniaiicipation  Society 
of  South  Wobuni  intend  holding  a  levee  and  sale  on  Tues- 
day, December  15,  in  the  vestry  of  Kev.  iNIr.  Eustis's  church, 
for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  money  to  be  appropriated  tn 
the  Canada  Mission,  ^^'e  are  informed  that  the  Marion 
Band  have  kindly  volunteered  their  services,  and  that  in 
addition  there  will  be  songs  and  glees  to  contribute  to  the 
occasion.  Tickets  can  be  obtained  at  A.  Taylor  &  Co.'s 
store.  South  Woburn.  and  at  the  door:  price  of  single 
tickets,  twelve  and  one-half  cents ;  family  tickets,  twenty- 
five  cents  each.  Here  is  an  opportunity  for  the  friend  of  the 
slave  to  contribute  to  his  comfort,  and  at  the  same  time  to 
derive  other  pleasure  besides  that  which  a  sense  of  having 
done  good  will  furnish. 

OcTOBEi:  15,  1846.  | 

Chestnut  Posts.  —  Five  hundred  |)rime  cliestnut  posts, 
for  sale  by  A.  N.  Shepard,  South   Wuburn. 

Feisecahy  11,  1847.  j 

Notice  is  hereby  given  that  I  have  suld  to  my  son.  Samuel  ; 

H.  Davis,  Jr.,  his  time  from  and   after  tliis  day.  and  that   I  I 

shall  henceforth  claim  none  of   his    earnings    nor    pay  any 
debts  of  his  contracting. 

SAMUEL   H.   DAVIS. 
"WoBlKN,  Felu-uarv  1,  ls47. 
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MESSKN(if:K"S    XOTICK. 

MxVRCH  -1,  1847. 
MroDLESKX,  SS. — Notice  is  liereby  i^iven  that  a  warrant 
lias  l)eeu  duly  issued  by  S.  P.  P.  Fay.  Es([..  Judge  nf  Pro- 
bate, a  ]Master  in  Chancer\-  within  and  for  the  County  of 
Middlesex,  against  tlie  estate  i)f  Ira  L.  Gove,  of  Woburn, 
cabinet-maker,  an  insulvent  dcbtdr:  aiid  the  [laj-nient  of  any 
debts  or  the  doliviTy  nf  any  prnpeity  l)y  him  are  forbidden 
by  law.  A  meeting  of  the  creditors  of  tlie  said  insolvent 
will  be  holden  at  the  Probate  Ofiice,  in  the  City  of 
Cambridge,  in  said  county,  on  the  eighth  day  of  March 
next,  at  ton  o'clock  A.Jt.,  for  the  proof  of  debts  and  the 
clioice  of  one  or  more  assignees  to  said  estate. 

ALBEKT  T[IO>rP-OX,  M'weii',';r. 
"WoiUKN,  M.irch.".,  IS  17. 


accidems. 

October  1,  1846. 
A  sad  accident  occurred  last  week  at  South  Woburn.  Mr. 
Josiah  Synnnes.  who  was  engaged  in  excavating  a  well  on 
Iris  grounds,  having  occasion  to  descend  into  it.  to  adjust 
some  stones  at  the  bottom,  was  buried  beneath  several  feet 
of  earth,  which,  owing  to  the  insufficiency  of  the  curb,  fell  in 
upon  him.  Three  hours  elapsed  before  an}'  direct  elibrts 
could  be  made  to  extricate  hiui,  and  eighteen  before  he  was 
got  out.     He  left  a  wife  and  child. 

Decemijek  10.  1846. 
Kailuoad  Accidext.  —  Just  after  the  last  train  for 
Woburn  had  left  the  depot  at  South  Woburn,  but  before 
it  had  got  much  speed  on,  the  engine  ran  off  the  track, 
dragging  with  it  the  tender  and  one  of  the  passenger-cars 
half-way,  in  ciuisei|uence  of  the  switch  being  wrong.  Xo 
one  was  injured. 
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OUR   VILLAGE   BELL. 

BY   B.    B.    STANTON. 

I  HEAR  its  voice  move  softly  tlirouyh 

Tbe  silent,  night. 
When  talking  to  itself  of  the  llight 
Of  time,  and  how  it  ever  lle-wl 
To  careless  ears  its  -words  ne'er  tOiange ; 

But  O  how  stranj;e 
Their  meaning  to  my  own;  its  chime. 
Tlie  heart-beat  of  expiring  time! 

And  when  the  Imly  Sabbath  comes.   ■» 

In  solemn  mood. 
To  lead  our  thoughts  from  earth  to  (Jod, 
I  hear  its  voice  of  silv'ry  chimes 
Float  through  the  air.     It  seems  to  say: 

•'  Come  up  and  pray. 
That  every  heart  may  know  its  God ; 
And  knowing,  bend  and  kiss  His  rod!  " 

AVTien  death's  hand  seals  another  soul. 

Its  iron  tongue 
Between  its  iron  \\\m  is  swung 
To  soothe  us  with  its  solemn  roll! 
Oh,  may  its  sympathetic  toll 

Upon  my  soul 
Ever  vibrate,  with  a  melancholy  swelling - 
Of  the  eternal  citv  ever  telling: 


WiNCiiESTER,  May  V2,  It 


^>^^ 


i^  / 


> 


TOWN   CLERKS. 

1.  Dr.  David  Youngmaii,  1850-5;' 

2.  Josiah  Hovey,  1S5G-64. 

3.  George  P.  Brown,  1805-7 -2. 

4.  Warren  F.  Foster,  1873-82. 

5.  George  W.   Spurr,  1883- 
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TOWN   HISTORY. 

SOJIE     PEELIMIXAUY     MEASURES     FOR     THE    ORGAXIZATIOX 
OF    THE   NEW    T(nVN.l 

At  a  meeting  of  citizens  residing  in  South  Woburn. 
December  17.  1849,  a  committee  of  eight  persons  was  chosen 
to  obtain  a  list  of  names  by  wliich  to  designate  the  contem- 
plated town,  and  report  at  an  adjourned  meeting. 

Cho»e :  Benjamin  F.  Tliompson,  Jcihn  A.  Bolles,  Harris(_ui 
Parker,  Samuel  B.  White,  Samuel  S.  Ricliardson,  Francis 
Johnson,  Josiah  Hovey,  and  Charles  Pressey. 

December  24,  1849.  Tlie  al)ove  committee  made  the 
following  report :  — 

Since  the  appointment  of  your  committee,  circumstances 
have  occurred  (of  a  character  wliich  renders  it  improper  fiir 
us-  to  do  more  than  allude  to  them)  which  induce  us,  instead 
of  reporting  a  list  of  names,  to  recommend  that  a  committee 
be  choseu  who  shall  be  empowered  to  decide  upon  a  name, 
and  insert  it  in  the  petition  to  the  Legislature.-'  These  cir- 
cumstances are  l)Oth  personal  and  pecuniary,  and  promise  to 
be  of  material  importance  to  the  welfare  and  convenience  of 
tlie  new  town  and  its  citizens. 

All  of  whicli  is  respectfully  submitted. 

i'o?- Me  Com?»!»ec,  BENJA^nX  F.  TIIO:^.irSON. 

On  motion.  Voted,  That  tliis  report  be  recommitted,  wit); 
instructions  to  report  six  names  forthwith.  J'oted,  That 
Frederick  O.  Prince  be  added  to  the  committee. 

After  a  short  deliberation,  tlie  committee  reported  the  fol- 
lowing names:  Appelton.  Avon,  Channing,  Waterville,  AVin- 
chester,  Winthrop. 

Voted,  To  instruct  the  committee  of  three,  who  were 
chosen  at  a  previous  meeting  to  present  the   petition  to  the 

1  From  the  minutes  of  the  secretarj"  of  the  several  meetiiifs  held  for  tliis  object. 
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Legitilature,  tn  select  one  of  the  above  six  names  antl  insert 
the  same  in  tlie  petition. 

The  committee  reported  the  name  of  Winchester,  and  the 
same  was  adopted. 

At  the  meeting  February  14, 1850,  a  committee  was  cliosen 
to  confer  witli  any  committee  that  may  be  cliosen  by  the 
town  of  Woburn  in  regard  to  the  division  line  between 
Wobiirn  and  the  proposed  new  town. 

Chose :  Nathan  B.  Johnson,  Sumner  Richardson,  and 
Benjamin  F.  Thompson. 

A  committee  of  four  was  chosen  to  invite  the  Legislative 
Committee  on  Towns  to  visit  the  proposed  new  town,  and  to 
entertain  them  in  a  suitable  manner. 

Chose  :  Charles  Mclntire.  Nathan  B.  Johnson,  John  A. 
Bolles,  Oliver  P..  Clark. 

On  the  twenty-ninth  day  of  January,  1850,  an  order  of 
notice  was  served  upon  the  Town  Clerk  of  Woburn  to 
call  a  town  meeting  to  see  what  action  the  town  would 
take  upon  the  petition  of  E.  S.  Parker  and  others:  and  the 
following  record  of  that  meeting  is  copied  from  the  Woburn 
Town  Records  by  Mr.  Nathan  Wyman,  the  Town'  Clerk  of 
Woburn  :  — 

"At  a  legal  meeting  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of 
Woburn  holden  at  the  Town  Hall  on  Thursday  tlie  7th  day 
of  February,  A.  D.  1850,  the  following  votes  were  passed, 
namely :  — 

"  1.     Chose  William  T.  Grammar,  Moderator. 

"  2.  Voted,  That  the  town  is  willing  that  the  prayer  of 
the  petitioners  should  be  granted  on  just  and  equitable 
terms,  said  terms  to  be  agreed  upon  by  a  conmiittee  mutually 
chosen  from  each  part  of  the  town,  and  they  to  report  at  an 
adjourned  meeting. 

"  Voted,  That  the  chair  appoint  a  committee  of  live  to 
nominate  a  committee  <if  six. 

"  The  chair  appointed  Bowen  liuckman,  Stephen  Nicliols, 
Zachariah  Ricliaidsmi,  Oliver  R.  Clark,  and  Dana  Fav. 
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"  Voted,  To  sustain  the  iiomiiiation   tif   the    chair.     And  ; 

they   reported    the    names    of    the    committee    as    folhiws:  j 

Cyrus  Thumi^son,  Bartholemew  Ricliardson,  Horace   Conn,  ' 

Benjamin  ¥.  Thompson,  Nathan  B.   Jolinson.  and  Sumner 
Richardson. 

"  Voted,  To  accept  the  report. 

"  Voted,  That  when  we  adjourn  this  meeting  we  adjourn 
till  2  P.M.  next  Thursday. 

"  Voted,  To  reconsider  tlie  vote  whereby  we  voted  to 
choose  a  crmimittee  of  coiderence. 

"  Voted,  To  dissolve  this  meeting. 

"  A  true  Record. 

"  NATHAN   WYMAN,  .Ti:.,   Toim  Clerk" 

A  true  coi)y  from  the  Town  Ilecords  nf  the  Town  of  Wo- 
burn,  vol.  xvi.  p.  ST. 

Attest,  NATHAN  A\A':SL\N,  Jr.. 

Tooni  Clerk  of  Woburn. 

The  foregoing  copy  of  the  record  fails  to  give  a  correct 
idea  of  the  character  and  conduct  of  that  meeting,  hence 
the  following  particulars  ^  are  furnished  to  supply  the 
deficiency :  — 

At  the  beginning  of  the  meeting  ^Mr.  Oliver  R.  Clark 
oiiered  a  resolution  in  these  words,  namely :  ••  Voted.  That  the 
town  is  willing  that  the  prayer  of  tlie  jietitioners  be  granted." 
This  was  discussed  very  fully,  fairly,  and  calmly  by  ]\Iessrs. 
Oliver  R.  Clark,  John  A.  Bolles,  Benjamin  F.  Thompson, 
L.  P.  Davis,  and  Jesse  Mann,  in  the  affirmative,  and  in  the 
negative  by  ^Messrs.  Horace  Conn.  Cyrus  Thompson,  John 
Tidd,  Albert  Thompson,  Bartliolomew  Richard^ion,  John 
Cummings,  Stephen  Nichols.  Jr.,  and  N.  A.  Richardson. 

An  amendment  was  added  by  Mr.  Clark  himself  in  these 
words:  "Upon  just  and  equitable  terms,  said  terms  to  be 
agreed  upon  by  a  committee  to  be  chosen  from  each  part 

'  From  Bficrewry's  records. 
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of  the  town,  who  sliall  report  at  an  adjounieil  meeting." 
Witli  this  aniendmeiit  tlie  vote  was  jjassed  witli  great 
harmony,  and  the  chairman  was  directed  to  appnint,  and  did 
appoint,  five  gentlenieu  to  retire  and  nominate  a  cnmmittee 
of  six  in  pursuance  of  Mr.  Clark's  resolution. 

While  the  nominating  committee  was  out  the  time  arrived 
for  the  departure  of  the  last  railroad  train  for  Soiilh  Woburn, 
and  many  of  the  South  Woburn  voters,  who  had  attended 
the  meeting  in  large  numbers,  departed  for  their  homes. 

After  they  had  gone  and  before  the  nominating  conimitree 
made  their  rejiort,  yiv.  Horace  Conn  moved  that  a  committee 
be  raised  to  appear  before  the  Legislative  Committee  and 
ojipose  the  petition.  The  chairman,  after  some  exciting 
debate,  decided  that  the  motion  -was  out  of  order.  It  proved 
to  be  the  signal  of  a  course  of  conduct  on  tiie  part  of  the 
meeting  alike  dishorn  irable  and  disorderly.  The  nominat- 
ing -committee  reported  the  committee  of  six  for  the  con- 
ference, and  their  report  was  accepted. 

ilr.  Horace  Conn  was  of  the  number,  but  instead  of 
declining  to  serve,  he  renewed  his  motion  to  raise  a  com- 
mittee and  employ  counsel  to  resist  the  petition.  It  was 
again  ruled  by  the  chairman  that  this  motion  was  out  of 
order  until  the  former  vote  was  reconsidered.  Mr.  Conn 
then  withdrew  his  motion,  and  a  resolve  wa»  offered  by  Mr. 
Sewall  that  tlie  meeting  reconsider  the  vote  by  which  the 
committee  of  conference  was  chosen. 

In  the  midst  of  great  uproar  this  vote  passed,  and  then 
Mr.  B.  F.  Thompson  moved  a  dissolution  of  the  meeting. 
which  was  carried.  It  was  at  once  perceived  by  !Mr.  Conn 
and  his  party  —  but  too  late  —  that  tlie  reconsideration  had 
not,  after  all,  changed  the  vote  of  the  town,  in  its  substance 
and  they  immediately  applied  to  the  Selectmen  to  call  a  new 
meeting  on  the  eighteenth  day  of  February,  185  0. 

At  this  meeting  few  of  the  petitioners  attended,  and  all 
endeavors  on  their  [)art  to  obtain  a  calm  and  fair   hearing 
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were  put  duwn  by  clamor  ami  disurder.  It  was  Vdteil  to 
raise  a  eommittce  to  appear  with  counsel,  at  the  towu's 
expense,  before  the  Legislature  and  resist  the  petition. 

Pending  the  passage  of  the  Bill,  the  following  was  printed 
for  distribution  :  — 

THE    BILL    TO    INCOErOKATE   THE    TOWN    OF    WIN-CHESTER. 

1.  This  Bill  is  unanimously  reported  by  the  Committee 
on  Towns,  after  a  long  trial  (eight  days),  all  parties  having 
had  more  than  fort}-  days'  notice,  the  Committee  having 
tw-ice  visited  the  territory ;  Woburn  and  Medford  liaving 
appeared  with  Counsel  and  witnesses,  and  West  Cambridge 
having  a  reiiresentative  here  to  guard  her  interests. 

2.  The  boundary  lines  rejiorted  are  those  which  the 
Committee,  after  actual  inspection  and  full  testimony,  jiro- 
nouuee  the  most  proper  that  can  be  fixed,  and  which  tliey 
have  stated  in  the  House  are  so  arranged  as  to  work  benefit 
instead  of  injury  to  school  districts,  so  as  to  sever  very  few 
estates,  and  to  cross  land  of  trifiiug  value.  These  lines 
materially  divide  but  one  seliool  district  in  Woburn,  and  the 
inhabitants  of  that  district  \\a\q  declared,  by  vote,  that  it 
could  not  be  so  well  divided  by  any  other  line. 

3.  The  proposed  new  town  will  contain  two  hundred  and 
fifty  qualified  voters,  and  the  names  of  two  hundred  of  these 
voters  will  be  found  upon  the  several  petitions  asking  to 
be  included  within  its  limits. 

4.  The  inhabitants  of  the  proposed  new  town  are  nearly 
unauimous  in  desiring  to  be  included  ii»  its  linnts.  Those 
now  residing  in  Woburn  and  wishing  to  come  v.-ithin  the  new 
town,  own  and  represent  about  rive  sixths  of  all  tiie  land  in 
that  part  of  Winchester.  Less  than  500  acres  of  that  land 
belongs  to  men  wlio  have  not  petitioned  to  be  so  included. 

5.  The  town  and  people  of  Woburn  are  far  from  unani- 
mous, and  b}'  no  means  earnest  in  their  opposition  to  the  pro- 
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posed  new  town.  At  their  Town  Meeting,  February  7,  it  was 
voted  by  the  citizens,  and  by  a  hirge  vote,  to  raise  a  Coiu- 
niittec  to  agree  upon  tlie  terms  and  lines  of  division.  It  was 
not  till  after  large  numbers  of  the  Winchester  people  had 
gone  home,  supposing  the  question  was  settled,  that  this  vote 
was  reconsidered. 

When  it  was  finally  voted  to  employ  counsel  to  resist  the 
petition,  the  vote  was  small,  and  the  majority  did  not  exceed 
twenty.  It  is  a  few  men,  zealous  for  reasons  of  their  own, 
and  who  represent  not  over  ilve  hundred  of  the  eleven 
hundred  voters  of  Woburn,  \\\\o  desire  to  prevent  the 
creation  of  the  new  town. 

6.  The  printed  document  circulated  by  the  Woburn 
Town  Committee  and  entitled  ■•  Facts "'  does  not  give  a 
reliable  statement  of  the  case ;  it  is  not  candid,  ingenuous, 
or  truthful.  It  magnifies  facts  deemed  adverse  to  Winches- 
ter or  favorable  to  Woburn.  while  it  understates  those  of 
an  opposite  character.  Thus  it  says  that  the  territor}' 
of  Woburn  is  '•  alout "  instead  of  over  11,000  acres.  It  says 
that  the  petitioners  take  "  3.000  "  instead  of  lens  than  3,000 
acres  from  Woburn.  It  says  Woburn  contains  "  about " 
instead  of  7no/-e  flian  five  thotisand  five  hundred  inhabitants. 
It  sa.ys  that  the  part  jiroposed  to  be  set  off  contains  ^'■from 
ten  to  twelve  hundred"  people,  instead  of  07ie  thousand  and 
twenty-nine.  It  says  that  the  "remaining  four  thousand 
three  hundred  to  four  thousand  five  hundred  are  nearly 
unanimous  in  opposing  the  separation,"  when  the  real 
number  remaining  is  over  four  thousand  five  hundred,  and 
when  (as  we  have  already  shown  in  Art.  5)  there  is  no  reason 
to  suppose  that  even  a  bare  majority  of  the  whole  town 
is  opposed. 

It  speaks  of  facts  apjiearing  on  '-the  Assessor's  Books." 
as  fair  statements  of  the  present  condition  of  j>ersons  and 
pri_ijicrty,  although  it  was  [iroved  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
Joint    Committee    that    those    Books    were    incorrect    when 
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made,  and  had  become  very  incorrect  by  the  changes  of  thi- 
last  year;  and  that  many  of  the  petitioners,  whom  tlieir 
"Books'"  call  " pnll  tax  payers"  were  owners  of  large 
amounts  of  both  real  and  personal  property ;  in  one  instance 
a  citizen  worth  over  8100,000  being  put  down  at  a  poll  tax ! 

It  speaks  of  the  remonstrants  as  owning  1,374  acres,  and 
numbering  fifty-two,  and  being,  "a  riiajority  of  them 
farmers,"  when  in  hiet  several  hundred  of  these  acres  are 
not  in  Winchester :  when  in  fact  twenty  of  the  so-calletl 
'■'■remonstrants,"  owning  over  700  acres  of  land,  have  jieti- 
tioned  to  come  in  ;  when  in  fact  only  t\venty-ti:ree  are  farm- 
ers, whereas  twelve  of  the  fifty-two  pay  only  a  poll  tax  ;  eight 
more  own  no  real  estate,  and  eight  more  own  together  less 
than  nineteen  acres  of  land. — so  that  these  1,374  acres 
dwindle  down  to  less  than  500. 

It  says  that  the  "remonstrants"  are  "among  our  most 
venerable  and  respected  citizens,"  although  but  one  man 
of  all  those  who  remonstrated  against  coming  within  our 
limits,  in  case  of  division,  has  ever  held  any  Town  or  State 
oflfice  whatever  —  even  as  Selectman  or  Justice  of  the  Peace, 
so  that  while  the  Woburn  Town  C'omnuttee  are  now  willing 
to  praise,  they  have  heretofore  been  unwilling  to  trust,  these 
their  "most  venerable  "  citizens. 

It  says  that  the  petitioners  own  but  838  acres — whereas, 
those  who  petition  to  come  within  the^limits  of  Winchester 
own  and  repi'esent  five  sixths  of  the  entire  territory. 

For  the  correctness  of  these  statements  we  refer  to  the 
Committee  who  reported  the  Bill. 

BEN.T.  F.  Tumrpsox. 

NATHAN   B.   J()[IN-()X. 
SAM'L   S.    J;1CIIAK1)SUN, 
OLIVER   i;.    CLAKK. 
J.   A.   BOLLES. 
FKED.  O.   mUNCE, 
Committee  of  the  petitioners  and  citizens  of  "  Winchester." 
April  -JO,  18.J0. 
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l-KTITIOX    FOI:    THE    INCOi;l'(  >KATII  iN'    OF    WINCHESTEI:. 

The  followiug  copy  of  the  petition,  as  well  as  those  of  the 
several  remonstrances  found  here,  are  in  the  form  of  manu- 
script papers,  now  in  the  archives  of  the  Society,  preserved 
by  John  A.  Bolles,  and  copied  by  his  own  luuid,  —  and 
deposited  by  him  v/ith  the  town  clerk,  the  originals  being 
in  the  archives  of  tlie  State. 

The   llonoraUe   the  Senate  and   Ifonac  of  Representative-^  in 

General   Covrt  As-^emhleJ  :  — 

We.  the  undersigned,  citizens  of  the  several  towns  of 
Wobnrn,  Medford,  and  "West  Candnidge,  and  residing 
within  tlie  limits  of  the  pri>posed  new  town  hereinafrer 
described,  respectfully  pray  that  they  may  be  set  off  from 
the  said  several  towns  and  incorporated  into  a  new  town, 
with  the  following  metes  and  bounds,  namely:  — 

Beginning  at  the  northeasterly  corner,  at  a  stone  post  on 
the  line  of  Woburn  and  Stoneham,  near  Jesse  Dike's  house, 
and  thence  running  along  the  town  line  southwesterly  about 
640  rods  to  the  southeasterly  corner  of  Woburn ;  thence  in 
precisely  the  same  direction  237  1-2  rods,  to  a  point  lying  in 
Medford,  forty  rods  east  of  Grove  Street ;  thence  in  a 
straight  line  westwardly.  crossing  Mystic  Pond,  about  800 
rods,  to  a  point  in  the  boundary  line  of  West  Cambridge 
and  Lexington,  112  1-2  ruds  southwesliTly  fruui  the  junction 
of  said  line  with  Woburn;  thence  northeast 'along  said  line 
112  1-2  rods  to  said  junction  of  Woburn.  Lexington,  and 
West  Cambridge ;  thence  northwest,  along  Lexington  line. 
about  375  rods,  to  the  southerly  side  of  the  road  leading 
from  Lexington  to  Wobnrn  :  thence  northeast  in  a  straight 
line  crossing  tiie  southerly  end  of  Horn  Pond,  about  820 
rods  to  a  point  on  Main  Street,  in  Wobnrn.  on  tlie  southerly 
side  of  Pond  Street:  thence  easterly  370  rods  to  a  point  6 
rods  north  of  William  PiLJiardson's  house  ;  thence  about  250 
rods  easterly  to  the  point  of  beginning,  or  with  such  otlier 
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limits  as  may  to  your 
that  said  new  town  be 
Winchester. 


jiioralj 


liiidy    Seem     iiroiicr,   and 
d  called  hv  the   name   of 


Ebenczcr  S.  Puikei-. 

John  A.  Bolle-. 

Ebenczei-  Smith. 

Alfred  Cluipuiaii,  Jr. 

Lcoiuad  l*;aiei>oii. 

David  YouiiyuKui. 

Alvin  Taylor. 

Solomon  Lawrence  Fletcher. 

Oliver  I'dchardiou  Clark. 

John  11.  ( 'oate>. 

Samuel  Baker  AVliite. 

Frederick  O.  Prince. 

William  I'ratt. 

Benjanun  F.  Thonip>on. 

Nathan  Jaquith. 

"William  Matten. 

Thomas  Collins. 

"William  :Masters. 

Asa  Fletcher. 

Ozro  Ivimball. 

Orin  W.  Gardner. 

Samuel  B.  "White.  Jr. 

Charles  Presscy. 

L.  H.  Cuinuniihani. 

"Warren  French. 

Ilatevil  K.  .Stanton. 

Sullivan  Cutter. 

Abner  P.  Emerson. 

Samuel  Stanley  "Wyman. 

Samuel  D.  (.^>aimby. 

Eli  Kendall. 

Jolm  B.  Fairtield. 

Steplien  Cutter. 

Stephen  Xicholls. 

Cliarles  Paisscll. 

Andrew  Todd. 

Samuel  S.  Ilolton. 


John  G.  Usher. 
Samuel  Kendall. 
Joel  "White. 
Charles  W.  "Wilder. 
James  Adams. 
Sumner  liiohardson. 
Joseph  Stone. 
X.ithan  B.  Johnson. 
"William  AV.  Shattuck. 
Samuel  M.  IJice. 
Joseph  Johnson. 
William  M.  I!and. 
Andrew  X.  Shepard. 
Austin  Buckman. 
Georg^e  Sanderson. 
John  Buxton. 
Samuel  S.  Porter. 
Francis  JI.  Johnson. 
Joseiih  Shattuck. 
Salem  T.  "Ward. 
James  Gibson. 
Isaac  Shattuck. 
Otis  "\\'ctherbee. 
Phineas  Stone. 
John  Edu:comb. 
Calvin  L.  I'arker. 
David  "Woodman. 
Josiah  llovev. 
Oiied  Pratt. ' 
Asa  S.  Kendall. 
John  ^y.  Sv.ett. 
Daniel  S.  Kingsley. 
John  G.  Hutcliin>on. 
Marshall  Symmes,  .Tr. 
Marshall  Wyman. 
William  A.  Dodge. 
Hiram  Andrews. 
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(•liarl.-'s  KiinUall. 
Edwin  Bowman. 
George  G.  Muuvoe. 
James  E.  Foster. 
Edmuucl  Parker. 
James  E.  Alibott. 
Henry  M.  Wymaii. 
Harrison  Paiker. 
Warren  Jolmsou. 
Francis  Johnson. 
John  Symnies. 
Joseph  15.  Syinnii's. 
Horatio  Syninie^. 
John  r>.  Cobb. 
Chai-les  Melutire. 
Walkce  'Whitney.* 
Jonas  Woods. 
Richard  lUirnhain. 
Zachariali  Symme>. 
Theodore  l!oi;ers. 
Charles  U.  Bartlett. 
Angus  R.  Barton. 
Gardner  Symmes. 
Abijah  Tliompson. 
A.  H.  Ilayward. 
Joseph  Symmes. 
Ralph  W.  Bowkcr. 
John  A.  Cram. 
Roger  McNeil. 
Ratrick  HoUanil. 
Wmiam  (;.  Challee. 
AVilliam  C.  Coates. 
Benjamin  F.  Lindsc 
Alvan  Cheney. 
Robert  T.  Whitten. 
James  Bridire. 
AVilliam  A.  Warrei 
J.  C.  Emmons. 
Allen  D.  Hunt. 
Owen  S.  Warlaiid. 
Moses  Hammond. 
.Joel  AVliitney. 


Lewis  II.  I'rie-t. 
Nathan  Ja^iuiili,  Jr. 
Seth  Johnson. 
Samuel  "Whitney. 
Henry  O.  Peabody. 
Dennis  Harrigan. 
G.  Stevens. 
Stephen  1!.  Ruggles.- 
R.  A.  Putnam,  Jr. 
E.  L.  Bayley. 
David  "Walton. 
William  A.  Coburn. 
Joseph  Hill. 
Jonathan  Clark. 
Sylvanus  Elliott. 
Edmund  Tibbitts. 
Edward  F.  Kendall. 
Cyrus  W.  Blood. 
Isaac  Holmes  Kendall. 
William  Simond-. 

John  A.  Cutter. 

Edmund  Sanderson. 

Samuel  Stevens. 

Horatio  Symmes,  Jr. 

S.  Roberts. 

Elmore  Johnson. 

Horace  Hatch. 

Josiah  Stratton,  Jr. 

Thomas  Warland. 

John  Whittimore. 

Kenellum  W.  Baker. 

Samuel  Hutchinson. 

Ezra  Churchill. 

Josiab  Walker. 

Stephen  II.  Cutter. 

Andrew  Cutter. 

John  B.  Lord. 
Abner  Cliapman. 
Henry  Cutter. 
Thomas  H.  Kakr. 
Alfred  C  Kimball. 
Ira  L.  Gove. 
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George  Perkins.  Mattliew  Gri?«ol(1 

Hiram  Woodnmn.  Jo^t'lili  IIiiso. 

Xathaiiiel  P.  Wiggins.  Saiifor.l  ¥..  Allen. 

John  M.  Steele.  Samuel  C.  Gra>  soi 

Zebadiah  Abljott.  Petirf  P.  Jvimball. 

John  (\.  PichanUon.  E.  X.  Pendleton. 

Cliarles  Hall.  Cl.arles  Wiswell. 

Isaac  P.  Wilde.  John  Vi-eeland. 

Samuel  S.  PicliardMm.  Cephas  CliuiTh. 


WlXCIIKSTIil!   I!I:F(.)KF.  TUK   Ll.(iI>l,ATUi;i:,  is,-,o.  } 

It  is  refresliiiig  in  tiiese  times,  \vlieii  a  petition  to  oiiv  Lec;'- 
islature  for  tlie  division  of  a  town  involves  years  of  struggle 
and  the  expenditure  of  thousands  of  dollars,  to  reconl  an 
instance  where  the  request  was  granted  on  its  tirst  a])plii-,iiinn  ' 

and  without  the  expenditure  of  a  dollar  fur  Inliby  inlluriicu 
or  expensive  entertainments. 

January  3d,  iX.iiO.  a  petition  was  presented  t(i  the  Massa- 
chusetts Legislature,  signed  by  a  portion  of  the  inhabitants  ^ 
of  Woburn,  iMedford,  and  West  Cambridge,  for  a  new  town  \ 
to  be  named  Winchester,  and  a  bill  was  granted  and  signed  i 
by  Gov.  George  N.  Briggs.  April  30,  of  the  same  year.  ' 

A  short  historv  of  this  contest — for  contest  it  was  —  may 
be  interesting  to  those  who  love  the  beautiful  town.  ! 

After  much  consideration  and  many  meetings  for  i.nn>ulta-  ; 

tion,  the  inhabitants  of  the  proposed  new  town  met  Decem- 
ber 7,  1849;  accepted  a  form  of  petition  to  the  Legislature, 
and  chose  a  committee,  consisting  of  Samuel  S.  llichardson, 
Oliver  11.  Clark,  and  .I.>liii   A.  Bowles,  to  j.resent  the  same.  '. 

The  tirst  action  of  tlie  confinittee  chosen  was  to  visit 
Woburn,  the  next  morning,  December  8.  aiul  teiuler  to 
the  Hon.  Albert  H.  Nelson,  of  Woburn,  a  retaining  fee  of  ; 

fifty  dollars  and  a  promise  of  two  hundred  dollars  additional  \ 

upon  the  success  of  the  petition.  This  jimved^  a  wise  mo\t- 
ment.     Mr.  Nelson  accepted  the  case,  and  exerted  a  powerful  j 

i 
\ 
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influence  upon  its  result.  He  had  been  a  member  of  the 
Senate  the  previous  year,  and  knew  personally  most  of  the 
members  of  both  Senate  and  House  soon  to  meet,  and  was 
well  and  favorably  known  to  them.  It  was  no  detriment 
to  Winchester's  interests  to  secure  so  influential  an  advocate 
from  Wcjburn  itself.  Soon  after  this  date,  ^Ir.  Nelson  was 
chosen  Attorney-General  of  Massachusetts,  but  resif^ned  to 
accept  the  Cliief  Justieeshiii  of  tiie  Superior  Court. 

When  the  Woburu  people  found  that  Mr.  Xelson  was 
engafred  by  the  proposed  new  town  they  were  much 
disappoirited.  They  immediately  chose  a  committee  to 
opjiose  the  petition,  of  which  committee  the  Hon.  Bowen 
Buckmau  and  the  Hon.  Charles  Chctate  were  members,  both 
of  whom  had  been  members  of  the  Senate,  and  Mr.  Choate 
was  a  member-elect  for  the  coming  Senate. 

Thus  the  struggle  commenced. 

A  town  meeting  was  held  in  Woburii,  February  7, 1S50,  at 
which  it  was  voted  tliat  the  town  was  willing  the  division 
should  be  made  upon  just  and  equitable  terms:  but  after 
this  vote  was  passed  and  manv  of  the  citizens  of  South  Wo- 
buru had  gone  home,  few  members  of  the  meeting  remain- 
ing, they  underrook  to  reconsider  the  vote,  and  a  very  dis- 
ordevly  scene  resulted;    but  more  of  this  later  on. 

The  work  of  collecting  and  placing  before  the  Legislative 
Committee  on  Towns  all  the  facts  necessar}-  to  a  favorable 
result  was  not  small.  The  necessifi/  of  a  division  of  tlie 
town  must  be  sliown  :  the  number  of  inhaliitants  ascertained 
and  attested  ;  the  wealth  of  the  petitioners  and  their  ability 
to  maintain  a  town  government  successfully  and  economi- 
cally ;  also  to  divide  the  territor}-  so  that  no  one  should  be 
injured  in  the  division  :  added  to^tliis,  tlie  preparation  of 
proper  bounds  and  maps  for  the  full  understanding  of  the 
case  by  the  Legislative  Committee,  and  last,  but  by  no  means 
least,  to  secure  intelligent  witnesses  who  would  not  be  con- 
fused in  cross-examination  and  would  be  i/erfeclly  clear  in 
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their  statenit-iits, — all  tlicse  matters  were  to  be  carefully 
provided  for  In-  the  conunittee  of  the  petitioners,  and  they 
had  reason  to  cungratulate  themselves  that  their  efforts  were 
so  successful. 

It  was  of  the  utmost  impoi'tance  to  tlie  success  of  the  pro- 
posed new  town  that  the  Committee  of  the  Legishiture, 
before  wliom  the  petitioners  were  to  appear,  should  them- 
selves be  intelligent  and  fair-minded,  and  such  were  the 
gentlemen  of  that  comnuttee  in   1850. 

The  chairman  on  the  part  of  the  House  was  the  lion. 
Stephen  N.  Gifford.  so  well  known  as  the  Senate  Clerk  fur 
the  past  twenty-seven  years.  Mr.  Gifford  represented  the 
town  of  Duxhury.  It  was  his  first  year  in  the  Legislature, 
and  it  was  a  mark  of  unusual  confidence  that  so  young 
a  man,  new  in  the  Legislature,  should  be  placetl  at  the  head 
of  so  important  a  committee.  Lut  for  us  certainly  he  was 
the  right  man  in  the  right  pLice. 

■  Should  the  bill  be  reported  favorably  and  pass  the  House, 
its  passage  in  the  Senate  was  considered  reasonably  sure. 
The  chief  labor  in  the  ease  devolved  upon  tlie  Chairman  of 
the  House  Committee. 

In  the  Seiuxte  the  petition  was  presented  by  the  Hon. 
Charles  Choate.  The  town  of  Woburu  made  the  t)nly  active 
opposition,  appearing  by  counsel  in  the  person  of  the  Hon. 
B.  F.  Hallett.  :\Iedford  and  West  Cambridge  contented 
themselves  with  remonstrating  on  paper.' 

A  word  respecting  ^Ir.  Hallett.  He  was  then  somewhat 
advanced  in  years,  and  was  regarded  as  the  Wheel-Horse  of 
the  Democratic  party  in  Massachusetts.  Woburn  was  a 
Democratic  town.  Hence,  when  the  Woburn  peojile  failed 
to  secure  their  own  townsman,  Xelson,  as  counsel,  they 
did  what  in  their  view  was  the  next  best  thing,  and  engaged 
Mr.  Hallett  ;  but  he  was  no  nuitch  in  this  case  for  his 
opijonents,  Nelson  and  Bnlles. 

>  See  Remonstr.iuce^,  pu.  3J7-33i. 
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The  opening  argument  by  Mr.  Bolles  was  clear,  Cdueise, 
and  well  (.leli\ered,  making  a  favorable  impression  at  once. 
The  counsel  on  each  side  appeared  to  do  their  best  before 
the  committee,  and  the  case  excited  such  interest  that  some 
of  the  meetings  were  held  in  the  Hall  of  Representatives. 

An  anrusing  episode  occurred  at  one  of  their  latter 
meetings.  The  Winchester  counsel  were  contending  that 
Woburn,  at  its  town  meeting  before  referred  to  as  held  Feb- 
ruary 7, 1850,  voted  its  consent  to  a  division  of  the  town  upon 
just  and  equitable  terms.  The  Woburn  counsel  contended 
that,  although  that  consent  was  first  voted,  later  iu  the  meet- 
ing the  consent  was  withdrawn.  ^Ir.  Hallett,  a  'Hlyed-in- 
the-wool "  Democrat,  questioned  Deacon  Benjamin  F.  Thomp- 
son, who  was  a  '•  dyed-in-tlie-wool "'  Whig,  of  the  Clay  and 
Webster  sort,  with  reference  to  the  testimony  tlie  latter 
had  given,  "that  the  later  action  of  the  Woburn  town  meet- 
ing was  nuisi/  and  riotous.''  Mr.  Hallett,  rising  to  his  feet, 
most  impressively  said  to  Deacon  Thompson :  "  Do  you  mean 
to  say,  Deacon  Thompson,  that  the  Democracij  of  Wohurn  in 
open  toivn  mectuu/  were  riotous'^''  Deacon  Thompson 
paused  a  moment,  then  turning  to  ilr.  Hallett  in  a  most 
polite  manner,  bowed  and  made  answer:  "Your  honor 
knows  more  about  Democracu  than  I  do."'  This  brought 
down  the  audience  with  a  shout  of  laughter,  and  Mr.  Hallett 
had  no  further  question  upon  that  point. 

The  Legislative  Committee  examined  the  matter  before 
them  carefully  and  thoroughly  ;  visited  the  ground,  and,  after 
many  and  prolonged  hearings,  reported  a  bill  incorporating 
the  new  town. 

The  report,  as  was  expected,  was  vigorously  opposed  by 
man}-  in  sympathy  \\li\\  the  old  towns  remonstrating,  and  as 
vigorously  advocated  in  favor  of  the  bill.  Especiall}'  was  the 
argument  of  Mr.  GJitlnrd  strong  and  iniluential ;  also  that  of 
the  Hon.  ^Muses  Kiud)all.  then  a  veiy  much  respected  member 
of  the  Legislature. 
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The  bill  passed  as  it  came  fruiii  the  coiiiniittee  and  was 
sent  tn  the  Senate,  \vhere  the  oppnsitiim  -was  not  so  sharp. 
although  the  Huu.  C'hailcs  Cliuate  did  goud  wurk  for  Wdlmin. 
As  an  opponent.  Mi-.  Choate  was  a  fair  and  honorable  one, 
and  it  was  tliought  that  his  private  opinion  was  not  strenu- 
ously adverse  to  the  measure.  So  smooth  was  its  tinal  pas- 
sage in  the  Senate  that  the  Hon.  Bowen  Buekmau.  the  chair- 
man of  the  Woburn  committee,  although  in  tlie  Seu.ite 
Chamber,  failed  to  notice  it. 

Though  tiie  measure  was  sharply  contested,  no  hard 
feelings  wcvq  engendered:  and  I  think  each  party,  after  the 
passage  of  the  Act,  went  home  with  increased  respect  for 
eacli  other. 

The  suunning-up  by  Mr.  Nelson,  in  behalf  of  Winchester, 
was  masterly  in  the  way  of  disarming  the  opposition,  and  to 
the  opposing  parties  alnn.ist  equally  convincing. 

No  money  was  used  by  either  side  to  gain  inlluence,  not  a 
dollar  for  lobby  or  a  supper;  and  when  the  Legislative 
Committee  visited  Winchester,  they  were  given  a  very  plain 
collation  of  meats  and  coffee,  with  no  liquors  of  any  kind. 
This  was  in  no  spirit  of    parsimony,  but  the  occasion  was  j 

not  felt  to  require  a  more  hixurious  spread;  inilecd,  had  the  j 

town    connuittee   gi\en   expensive    entertainments   it   would  j 

have  injured  our  cause.  j 

We  paid  our  counsel,  Mr.  Nelson,  two  Inmdred  and  fifty  j 

dollars,  and  Mr.  Bolles,  for  his  legal  work,  tifty  dollars  :  also  i 

paid  the  necessary  expenses  of  the  surveys,  printing,  trans-  ; 

portation    of    the    Legislative    Committee,    and    no    other 
expenses,  the   town  committee  making  no  charge  for  their  ; 

various  services.  I 

As  soon  as  the  bill  was  signed  by  Governor  Briggs  it  was  j 

taken  by  the  committee  to  Winchester,  and  the  first  day  of  I 

May,  1850,  was  a  joyful  one  to  the  people  of  the  new  town.  | 

To  the  writer  of  this  article  thfere  never  was  a  brighter  or 
more  cheerful    spring   day;   the  sun   never   before  shone  so  j 
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briglit,  the  birds  never  before  sang  so  sweet,  the  grass 
was  never  so  green  as  on   that  particuhir  Mayday. 

One  of  the  first  acts  of  tlie  new  town  was  to  call  the  peti- 
tioners together  and  assess  themselves  for  the  expenses 
incurred,  so  as  to  start  clear  of  debt.  Her  motto  was : 
"Economy  and  prompt  payment "' ;  and  for  the  first  year  the 
leading  town  officers,  as  selectmen  and  school  committee, 
made  no  charge  for  their  services.  Indeed,  this  was  the  cus- 
tom of  the  school  committee  of  Winchester  for  the  first  four- 
teen years  of  her  existence  as  a  town. 

The  first  school  committee  was  composed  of  the  most 
highly  educated  men  in  town.  The  chairman  was  the  Rev. 
John  McClary  Steele,  a  graduate  of  Dartmouth  College,  and 
its  first  scholar  of  that  year.  The  other  members  were  ]\Ir. 
Charles  Goddard,  a  college  graduate,  and  the  first  princijial 
of  the  Abbott  Female  Seminary  of  Andover,  and  the  Hon. 
Frederick  O.  Prince,  afterward  mayor  of  Boston. 

Their  first  report,  written  by  the  chairman,  was  a  model 
one,  and  although  the  town  was  thus  served  free  of  expense, 
the  service  was  itself  of  the  best. 

OLIVEi;    lilClIAliDSOX   CLAIIK. 

May  \i,  iss.".. 


KE>[()XSTRAXCK   Xo.  1. 

Medfokd,  February.  1850. 
The  undersigned  citizens  of  ]\Iedford  residing  within  the 
limits    of    (Winchester)    respectfully   remonstrate    [against 
granting  the  petition  of  E.  S.  Parker  and  others]. 

Jolin  Symnies.  Horatio  A.  Suiitli. 

Marshall  Symnios.  Ilosea  Dunbar. 

John  II.  Bacon.  Edmund  .V.  S.\  nmios. 

.>^.  G.  Freeman.  Thomas  K.  (u-ccnleaf. 
Francis  Freeman. 

Note.  — Tlie  above  is  in  the  form  of  lawyer' 
remonstrance  as  prcsentcil  to  the  Lt';;i?ianir 
Bolles,  Esq.,  is  cotlm-ci!  with  his  roramcms/thiwiBh  whicli  ura^iug  rn 
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I!KMOX>ti:axci:  .no.  :.•. 

MEDFOKn,  Frbruary.  ISoO. 

The  uiulersigued  legal  voters  of   the   town   of   Mcdfovd 

respectfully  remonstrate  against  granting  tlie  prayer  of  tlie 

petition  of  E.  S.  Parker  et  ah.  to  set  off  jiarl  of  the  town 

of  iledford  to  a  proposed  new  town. 


Peter  C.  Hall, 
Timothy  C'ottiiiy-, 
Charles  (.■uiawoll, 

Selectmen  of  JRJ/o,-(l. 
John  Spaiiell. 
M.  r.  Delano. 
James  O.  Curtis. 
John  T.  "White. 
Dudley  Hall. 
Josei)h  Swan. 
Annas  Ileniphill. 
D.  Swan. 
O.  Joyce. 
Samuel  Lapliani. 
Joseph  Swan,  Jr. 
Geo.  D.  Hall. 
Geo.  T.  Goodwin. 
Jonas  Coburn. 
Sauford  B.  Terry. 
Joseph  F.  Sanborn. 
AViuthrop  Guptill. 
D.  C,  Hall. 
Albert  II.  Butters. 
Daniel  Lawrence. 
Joseph  Manning. 
A.  Blancliard. 
A.  Blancliard,  Jr. 
Samuel  Train. 
J.  Howe. 
Geo.  Ilnvey. 
Joseph  ^[anniug•,  Jr. 
John  Stetson. 
I'reston  Shepherd. 
Luther  An;;ier. 


A.  F.  Sa\\yer. 
John  S.  Emerson.  Jr. 
N.  W.  Wait. 

Evan  Hall.  Jr. 
.c\jnos  Butters. 
Geo.  "\V.  Symmes. 
E.  Lovenow. 
Henrv  Ewell. 
S.  Blanchard. 
Joseph  I'.lanchanl. 
Joseph  Farrar. 
E.  Davis. 
Geo.  ^V.  Porter. 
John  B.  Blanchard. 
Jndah  Lminj;. 
Jacob  Davis. 
Joseph  P.  Hall. 
Gilbert  Lincoln. 
Elisha  Hayden. 
John  Perry. 
Geor^'e  Curtis. 
Wm.  B.  Thomas. 
Georiie  A.  Caldwell. 
James  >L  Sanford. 
J.  ISL  Usher. 
Jeremiah  Gih.-on. 

B.  Bichardson. 
JosepliAV.  .Mitchell. 
Joseph  X.  (iibbs. 
(ieo.  F.  Lune. 

J.  T.  Floyd,  Jr. 
Geo.  K.  V>'illi.~. 
IL  Blake. 
Milton  James. 
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Alcxaiuler  (JrPLrir. 
Joseph  H.  Vinal.  .Ir. 
Joseph  Tufts. 
George  E.  Ilarrinjfton. 
Alex.  S.  Symnies. 
Antliouy  '\Vatcnuaii. 
B.  H.  Somers. 
Elisha  Stetson. 
George  H.  Wihl. 
Tlioiuas  Gillard. 
J.  H.  IlaskcU. 
AVillard  Butters. 
James  C.  "Wimeck. 
Greeiileaf  Jauscun. 
J.  AV.  rreiitiss. 


Jam.'s  Hyac. 
X.  A.  Cliaiuller. 
^\.  II.  Ilastinjrs. 
A.  P.  Uartshorn. 
Moses  Merrill. 

C.  E.  Merrill. 
Ebeiicz.er  Teel. 
Samuel  Teel. 

D.  H.  Hadley. 
Stei)hen  Wight. 
Isaac  Keen. 

E.  S.  Ewell. 
Gorham  Brooks. 
T.  IJ.  IJavinond. 


EEMOXSTJiANCi:   Xo.  3. 

Wkst  Camiuudge,  Feliruary  1,  1850. 
The  underjjgiied  inliahita))ts  of  the  town  of  West 
Cambridge  ask  leave  to  remonstrate  against  the  petition 
of  E.  S.  Parker  and  others,  for  tlie  incorporation  of  a  new 
town,  to  be  composed  of  parts  of  the  present  towns  of 
Woburn,  INIedfnrd,  and  West  Camljridge.  for  the  following 
reasons,  namely :  — 

1.  The  present  town  of  West  Cambridge  is  small  in  point 
of  territorj-,  the  whole  area  being  only  about  4,000  acres. 

2.  It  is  s}  rametrical  in  its  form,  being  nearly  square,  and 
bounded  on  the  nortiieast  and  southeast  by  ponds  and  a 
natural  stream. 

3.  The  school  districts  are  supposed  to  be  permanently 
fixed,  and  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  present  inhabitants. 

■4.  That  the  territory  proposed  to  be  incorporated  in  a 
new  town  was  set  off  to  the  town  of  West  Candjridge.  from 
the  town  of  Charlestown.  in  1842,  by  the  mutual  consent  and 
agreement  of  all  juirties,  —  with  many  other  reasons  wliich 
vour  remonstrants  tVubear  to  mention. 
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Luke  AVyinaii. 
Stephen  S\  mines. 
Joseph  Synimcs. 
Benjamin  M.  Swan. 
George  Swan. 
Steplicn  Swan. 
Geo.  F.  Mucklcr. 
James  I'ussell. 
Thonia>  U.  Cu-hing-. 
W.  J.  Lane. 
Charles  C'ntter. 
Closes  r'liiLtor. 
Luke  Agar. 
AVilliam  Cutting. 
Abel  Green. 
Leonard  Spalding. 
Martha  Gardner. 
James  Wyman. 
Abel  Picree. 
Oliver  II.  Pierce. 
Thomas  O.  irutchin^on. 
Thomas  llutehinsou. 
Clark  Brown. 
Nathaniel  Hill. 
James  A.  Pierce. 
James  S.  Pussell. 
Daniel  Kendall. 
Addison  Hill. 
Jetl'erson  Cutler. 
P.  F.  Dodge. 
J.  G.  Dodge. 
David  Dodge. 
Francis  Fry. 
Louis  V.  Stanwood. 
A.  Sluiw.- 
John  B.  Perry. 
Harri>oii  Hill'. 
Sewall  Parker. 
David  Clark. 
James  Webbor. 
W.  T.  Lorke. 
AVilliam  I'rentiss. 


Daniel  Clark. 
Wm.H.  Jtirhard.-un. 
Elbridge  Farmer. 
Elijah  Cutter. 
William  Dieksoii. 
Isaac  Hull. 
Thomas  Hall. 
Artennis  Loeki^. 
Lorenzo  Locke. 
Benjamin  Locke. 
Lewis  P.  Bart  left. 
Thomas  H.  Teel. 
Jesse  P.  Pattee. 
Thomas  P.  Teel. 
David  ■Watson. 
•John  Frost. 
Isaiah  Jenkins. 
Daniel  Titus. 
Joseph  Underwood. 
Edward  ."^torer. 
James  M.  Chase. 
James  C.  B'lanchard. 
J.  II.  AVood. 
Thomas  I.  Pus-ell. 
John  Gaunncll,  Jr. 
Joseph  A.  Merrifield. 
Annie  Cutter. 
Thomas  Pussell. 
George  C.  Pussell. 
Thurston  Boynton. 
Thomas  Panisdell. 
Moses  Cutter. 
William  Hill. 
Enoch  D.  Pattee. 
Jo.-iah  II.  Pussell. 
T.  K.  Hutchinson. 
ilark  A.  Kichard-on. 
John  P.  Wymau. 
John  Allen. 
Albert  Allen. 
Abner  P.  Wymau. 
James  Pussell,  ^d. 
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William  T.  Wo.mI. 
Varnum  Fio-t. 
Nathaniol  Johnson. 


L.  "Wyman.  Jr. 
Wm.  J.  Xilos. 


Presented  in  House  of  Representatives.  February  11,  by 
Shejiard,  of  Springlield. 


KEMUXSTItAXC  E  No.  4. 
Residents  of  the  Propoi^ed  Xea-  Toini. 


The  under^ig■lled  inhabitants 
residents  in  tliar  part  (jf  s.ud  to 
others  have  j)etitioned  to  be  sc 
town,  respectfully  remonstrate  a 
petition :  — 

Dana  Fay.' 
Edwin  C.  Woodbury. 
Benjamin  Katon. 
Geo.  M.  Wyniau. 
Tliaddeus  Parker. 
Martin  L.  Tirrcll. 
Amos  r.ultincli.- 
Ilenry  lUiithich.--^ 
Ezckiel  Johnson.- 
David  W.  Johnson.-^ 
Levi  .Tohn?on.- 
Robert  Minchin.3 
D.  B.  Parkcr.a 
D.  W.  Clark. 
Tlionias  Winning.- 
George  F.  rendleton. 
Samuel  W.  Taylor. 
Lowell  W.  Pierre. 1 
Amos  E.  Culler. 
Jonathan  Locke.' 
Oliver  J.  Locke.' 
Varnum  G.  Locke. 
Asa  Locke.' 
Asa  Locke,  Jr.' 


of  tlie  town  of  Woburn,  and 
wn  winch  E.  S.  Parker  and 
t  off  and  nutde  into  a  new 
uainst  the  srantino-  of   said 


Josiah  Locke.' 
D.  W.  Locke.' 
Amasa  Richardson. - 
Wm.  Adams. 
Jacob  Pierce.  - 
Gilbert  Richardson. 
Gerrish  R.  Richardson. 
Charles  W.  Stevens. 
Joseph  J.  Leighton. 
L.  H.  Allen. 
James  Thing. 
Joel  Carter. 
Lemuel  Richardson.- 
Peter  Valentine.'-' 
Thomas  S.  Fletcher,  I'd.- 
Stillmau  Fletcher. 
Samuel  Richardson. - 
Amasa  ^[.  Richardson.- 
Jonathan  Crcrry. 
Zachariah  Itichardson,  J 
Daniel  lladliy.'  ^ 
Luther  Richard-on.'  - 
Peleg  Lawrence.' 
Samuel  H.  Davis. 
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Sauuiel  H.  ]  >a\  i<,  Jr.  Zai-liaviah  KiclKirdson.s 

Jonatliau  Katmi.-  B.  B.  Latlic- 

Cyriis  Iladley.-  Samuel  I".  Delano. 

Presented  by  Senator  Choate,  Fel.iruary  15. 

Those  marked  ^  ask  to  be  assigned  t(.i  Wiiicliester  in  case 
of  a  division. 

Those  marked  -  are  apparently  designated  l>y  Mr.  Bolles 
as  "border  men"";  some  of  tliem  living  outside  of  tlie 
proposed  lines. 


BIKTHS  i:K(iisTi:i;j:D  ix  wiycnicsTEii.  is.jo. 


June  8,  Charles  Wineliester  C'oburn. 
June  IS,   Henrietta  F.   Gidley. 
August  13,  Frederick  ,M.  Symmes. 
August  23,  Florence  J\I.  Kiniball. 
August  31,  Norman  Eaton. 
September  23,   Emma  A.  Stone. 
October  13,  Alexander  Cameron. 
October  17,  Charles  E.  Sanderson. 
November  11,  Stephen  A.  BuUnich. 
November  17,  Michael  Holland. 
December  1,  Florence  ~Sl.  Eastman. 
December  5,  Frederick  "Wright. 
Decemlier  7.  .James  H.  Flatcli. 
December  12,  Daniel  H.  Hadley. 
December  14,  Anna  E.  Hunter. 
December  15,  Sylvia  F.  Haywood. 
December  IG,  Josiah  F.  Stratton. 
December  17,  Charles  W.  Blaisdell. 
December  23,  Frederick  Sumner. 

(iEOlIGi:  AV.   SITRR,  ^r.-im  Clerk. 
WiNCni:.~rKK,  June  Ui,  l^s."). 
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DEATHS   REGISTERED   IN   AVINCllESTER   IX   1S50. 
David  Yolno.man,  Iteijiilrur. 


Date. 

Namk. 

Years.     1    Months. 

Days. 

1850. 

May  l:i. 
June  2. 
June  8. 
June  10. 
June  m. 
July  31). 
.Vu?.  21. 

David  Cummin^'s      .     . 
Elizabeth  Maisters  .     . 
C.itherine  D.  Sharon     . 
Mary  Jane  roates    .     . 
GeOFKC  V.  Muckler  .     . 
JIartha  R.  -Wyiiian  .     . 
Samuel  Stevens    .     .     . 

(i:!                  ti 
iU        i           3 

1  1           3 

2.')         ;      .      4 

n      1        8 

32    : 

21         i            1 
70        !           9 
10                   7 

2  9 

20                    7 
1 
'           .5 

i 

10 
20 

Sept.  U. 
Oct.  11). 

Marinda  Coburn  .    .    . 
Zaehariah  Symmes  .     . 

Oct.  20. 
XoV  1.3 

Elvira  E.  Cutler       .     . 

Xov.  15. 
Dec.  2.5. 

Henrietta  F.  Gidley      . 
Gardner  Syuuncs     .    . 

7 

Gl 

0 

liGE  W.  .SFURK,  1 

'-oicn  Clerk. 

AViKCHESTEU,  June  19, 


ASSESSORS    OF    THE   TOWN    OF    AVINCHE.STEU    SINCE 
ITS    INCORPOKATION. 

1850.  Cyrus      Baiicruft,      Ezekiel      Johnson,      Gardner 
Symmes. 

1851.  Cyrus  Bancroft,  Gardner  Synnnes,  Thos.   Ilutclnn- 
son. 

1852.  Cyrus     Bancroft,     Marshall     Symmes,     .John     S. 
lJicli.irdsoii. 


Toivn  Hhtorij.  335 

1853.  Cyrus      Bancroft,      ^larsliall      Symines.      Ilirain 
Andrews. 

1854.  Cyrus  Bancroft,  Joshua  Lane,  Oliver  J.  Locke. 

1855.  Cyrus  Bancroft,  Asa  Fletcher,  Alvin  Taylor. 

1856.  Cyrus  Bancroft,  Asa  Locke,  Jr.,  Marshall  Symmes. 

1857.  Cyrus  Bancroft,  Asa  Locke,  Jr.,  ^Lirshall  Symmes. 

1858.  Cyrus  Bancroft,  ^larsliall  Wynian,  Samuel  ^L  liice. 

1859.  Cyrus    Bancroft,    Marshall    Wyman,    Stephen    H. 
Cutter. 

1860.  Cyrus       Bancroft,      .Alarshall      Wyman,      Horatio 
Symmes. 

1861.  Cyrus    Bancroft,    Marsliall    Wyman,    Stepiien    H. 
Cutter. 

1862.  CjTus  Bancroft,  Loring  Emerson,  Albert  Ayer. 

1863.  Asa  Fletclier,  Albert  Ayer,  Loring  Emerson. 

1864.  Loring  Emers(in.  Albert  Ayer.  Charles  Pressey. 

1865.  Albert  Ayer,  A.  IL  Field,  Cljarles  Pressey. 

1866.  All>ert  Ayer,  A.  H.  Field,  Charles  Pressey. 

1867.  T>utlier    Richardson,    Josiaii    F.    Stone,    Jacob    C. 

Stanton,  Jr.  I 

1868.  Josiah  F.  Stone,  Asa  Fletcher,  Jacob  C.  Stanton,  Jr.  j 

1869.  Josiah  F.  Stone,  Asa  Fletcher,  Jacob  C.  Stanton,  Jr.  i 

1870.  Josiah  F.  Stone,  Albert  Ayer,  Jacob  C.  Stanton,  Jr.  1 

1871.  Josiah    F.    Stone,    Sumner   liicliardson,  Josiah    L.  : 
Smith. 

1872.  William  Adams.  Albert  Ayer.  Asa  Fletcher. 

1873.  Albert  Ayer,  William  Adams,  Asa  Fletcher. 

1874.  Albert  Ayer,  Asa  Fletcher,  Andrew  X.  Shepard. 

1875.  Albert  Ayer,  Josiah  F.  Stone,  William  Adams. 

1876.  Albert  Ayer,  Asa  Fletcher,  William  Adams. 

1877.  Albert  Ayer.  Asa  Fletcher,  Josiah  F.  Stone. 

1878.  Albert  Ayer,  Asa  Fletcher,  Josiali  F.  Stone. 

1879.  Albert  Ayer,  Asa  Fletcher,  Mial  Cirshman. 

1880.  Alb«?rt   Ayer.  Charles  Pressey,  Sherburne  F.  San- 
born. 
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1881.  Albert  Ayer,  Mial  Cushnum,  Geo.  W.  Spurr. 

1882.  Albert  Ayer.  Mial  Cu>hiuaii,  Gen.  W.  Spurr. 

1883.  Albert  Ayer,  Mial  Cuslinian.  Geo.  W.  Spuir. 

1884.  Albert  Ayer,  Geo.  W.  Spurr,  .James  Ixussell. 

Prepared  by  ALBEIJT  AYEIJ,  Chairman  of  Sekctmeu. 
AViNCHESTKi;,  Mardi,  ixs.j. 


itp:m  fkom  files  of  the  boakd  of  health. 

2h  the  Honorable  the  Selectmen  of  the  Town  of  Winchester:  — 
1  -would  most  respectfully  represeiit  that  there  is  a 
nuisance  (as  I  believe)  near  tjie  ]\Iain  Street,  a  short  dis- 
tance north  of  my  house,  of  a  most  offensive  character,  rep- 
resented to  be  a  manufactory  of  varnish  for  -what  is  called 
patent  leatlier;  and  carried  on  by  one  Mr.  Wharf;  which 
manufactory  I  believe  to  be  injurious  to  the  health  as  well 
as  very  offensive  to  all  who  come  or  are  within  its  inlluence  : 
and  I  would  most  respectfully  request  your  Honorable 
Board  to  cause  the  same  to  be  abated,  and  as  in  duty  bound 
will  ever  prav. 

(Signed)  n.  K.  sta:s'tox. 

"\ViNciiK>TLi;,  December  111,  is.jo. 
DITTO   FKOM   THE   FILES   OF   THE   OVEIiSEEJiS   OF   THE   POOK. 

Plympton,  November  24,  1873. 
3Ir.  Stanton, --[  Received  your  leter  the  22  Octo]>er  i  will 
say  to  you  that  i  shall  keep  the  Children  if  i  have  to  keep 
them  without  expense  to  your  town  i  would  like  to  have 
you  Come  here  and  see  the  cliililren  you  might  think  Beter 
than  to  have  them  Seperated.  Yours  with  respect 

CLEItK  .Mrl'UIXrtEY. 

r)lTT(t   F]:o>I   THE   FILES   OF   THE   SELECT.MEX. 

Stoxeham,  August  24,  1874. 
To  the  Ceh-etnien  of  Winchvcter,  —  T   Clame  my  redisdence 
in  Stonehum  ami  I  pay  mv  poll  tax  heare. 

JOULES  c^v:s'Nox. 
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THE   WiyCIIESTKR   JtUTUAL   liEXEFIT   ASSOCIATIOX. 

The  Winchester  Mutual  Benefit  Association  was 
organized  March  19,  ISSo.  with  the  selection  of  the 
following-named   oflicers :  — 

David  X.  Skillin^-s.  President. 
George  G.  Strattoii,    Vice-president. 
^Villiaiu  A.  Snow,  Secretary. 
George  F.  Ilawlcy,  Treasurer. 

DuiECTOi:?: 
Edward  A.  Sniith.  Henry  P.  Miller. 

Edward  T.  WilU.  Henry  J.  "Wiude. 

Sylvanus  C.  Small.  E.  H.  Stone. 

lienry  F.  Clark.  L.  M.  Hall. 

Charles  H.  Cowdery. 

Incor]iorated  under  the  laws  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts, 
April  2G,  1883. 

Its- sole  object  is  life  insurance;  paying  to  the  nearest 
relative  of  a  deceased  member  a  sum  representing  one  dollar 
for  each  surviving  member.  Any  person,  male  or  female, 
between  the  ages  of  eighteen  and  fifty,  in  good  liealth  and 
of  good  mo]-al  cliaracter,  may  become  a  member  upon  the 
recommendation  of  two  members  of  the  association ;  the 
admission  fee  is  two  dollars  ;  the  mend)ership  is  limited  to 
1,050. 

W.  A.  SNOAV,  Secretary. 

THE   SON'S   OF   VETERAN'S. 

This  association,  comprised  of  sons  and  grandsons  of 
soldiers  and  sailors  of  this  town  who  fought  in  our  late 
war,  was  organized  on  January  14,  1884. 

It  was  voted  to  name  the  camp  after  Admiral  H.  K. 
Thatcher,  formerly  of  this  town. 

At  that  time  the  membership  of   the  camp  was  twenty- 
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seven  ;  but  it  has  since  been  reduced  to  seventeen,  on  account 
of  removals  from  town  and  various  other  causes. 
The  ofticers  for  tiie  first  year  were  :  — 

Cliarles  D.  Kooiu'\ ,  diptain. 

Xapoleon  Godilu.  First  Lieutenant. 

George  A.  Kooiiey.  Second  Lieutenant, 

John  L.  Curry,  Orderly  Senjeant. 

"William  A.  Snow,  .Ir.,  Quartermaster-Sergeant. 

William  F.  Edu  ai-a.>,  Sm/eant  of  the  Guard. 

AVilliam  I.  Palmer,  Color-San/eant. 

The  ofllccis  for  the  present  year  (1885)  are :  — 

CliarloD.  i;.H,ney.  Ciplah,. 

"William  A.  Sikiw.  .Ir.,  Flr.sl  Lieutenant. 

(leorgx-  A.  Knnnry.  St'-,,,/'/  Li<  utenant. 

John  L.  Cun-y.  ()r,lrrl,.  S,r;/rant. 

Charles  II.  Ku-i.  (Junrti  ruKistcr-Sergeant. 

"William  F.  F.lward-..  Sa-grnnt  of  the  (iuard. 

"William  I.  rainier,  Color-Sergeant. 

It  was  voted  not  to  join  the  National  Encampment,  Sons  of 
Veterans,  until  we  grow  stronger.  The  company  is  now 
provided  with  uniforms  and  muskets.  The  object  of  this 
association  is  to  assist  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  in 
keeping  green  the  memories  of  their  dead  heroes,  and  to 
perpetuate  their  objects  when  the}'  are  gone. 

avillia:\i  a.  .snow,  Ju. 


ALL   ABOUT   THK   .MILITARY. i 

In  the  War  of  Independeaee  this  town  was  not  behind 
her  neighbors  in  love  of  country,  nor  did  she  fail  to  furnish 
for  the  general  defence  a  goodly  number  of  gallant  spirits. 
who  at  the  call  to  arms  shouldered  their  muskets  and  gave 
battle  to  the  foreign  invader. 

The  spirit  which  actuated  the  old  patriots  lingers  in  the 

•  Mostly  from  the  Woburn  Biulyift,  October  2S,  1859. 
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bie.asts  of  their  descendants,  although  with  something  less 
of  the  fire  and  valor  of  the  early  times. 

After  the  Iievolution.  military  enthusiasm  cnntinned. 
The  Continental  Militia,  men  unskilled  in  the  arts  of  war. 
with  rude  equipments  and  ruder  arms,  had  driven  from  the 
soil,  covered  with  defeat,  the  well-disciplined  armies  of  the 
proudest  country  of  the  Old  World,  and  it  was  natural  that 
the  soldiers  should  be  looked  upon  with  pride.  To  be  a 
soldier  was  the  longing  of  ever}"  boy  —  to  hold  a  commission 
the  ambition  of  every  man.  In  the  unsettled  state  of  afi'airs. 
the  people  felt  by  no  means  assured  of  their  rights,  and  an 
organized  system  of  militia  was  kept  up. 

This  systeni  made  it  imperative  upon  every  free,  able- 
bodied  male  citizen  to  serve  fr<im  the  age  of  eighteen  to 
forty-live  in  a  military  company,  and  the  service  so  far  from 
being  irksome  was  engaged  in  with  pride  by  all.  All  the 
militia  were  obliged  to  parade  at  stated  seasons,  for  drill  and 
inspection. 

In  those  early  times  the  "  Training  "  was  a  great  event. 
The  privates  were  expected  to  keep  a  gun  and  twenty-four- 
ball  cartridges  always  by  them  in  the  house,  and  their  accou- 
trements must  be  ke]i>t  in  good  order.  On  the  morning  ot 
the  Training  Day.  the  piivate  generally  arose  before  day, — 
the  necessary  preparations  for  service  having  been  previously 
made,  —  and,  having  loaded  Ins  gun  with  a  heavy  charge, 
he  repaired  to  the  house  of  his  captain  and  fired  it  off  as 
near  the  windows  of  his  sleeping  commander  as  it  was  con- 
venient to  get,  and  having  waked  him  up,  and  taken  a  drink 
at  his  expense,  the  cumpany  was  ready  to  muster. 

In  those  days  days  Neal  Dow  had  nut  been  heard  of,  and 
John  Hawkins  had  not  discovered  the  doctrine  of  total  absti- 
nence. Kuni  was  deemed  a  necessity  to  soldiering,  and  had 
its  office  at  the  beginning,  in  the  middle,  and  at  the  end 
of  the  training. 

Manv  amusing  incidents,  as  well  as  notable    accidents,  are 
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related  of  tliese  old  warriors  at  militia  training.  One, 
whom  we  will  call  "Uncle  Jne," — not  to  be  too  personal 
in  this  community,  —  was  of  the  most  patriotic  and  enthusi- 
astic of  "the  trainers."  On  one  occasion,  having  drunk 
more  than  his  usual  number  of  toasts  to  Washington,  his 
captain,  the  ladies,  and  special  as  well  as  general  persons  and 
things,  his  situation  the  boys  took  advantage  of,  and  loaded 
his  gun  with  six  heavy  charges,  putting  a  piece  of  '•  spunk "" 
between  each  charge  and  surmounting  the  wliole  with  a  live 
coal. 

The  company  being  dismissed.  Uncle  Joe  started  home- 
ward, his  gun  pi-operly  shouldered,  and  as  he  jogged,  or 
rather  joggled,  along,  liaving  nearly  reached  his  home,  his 
gun  "went  off"  with  a  loud  report.  The  veteran  was  some- 
what startled,  but  concluded  that  after  loading  the  last  time 
he  must  have  forgotten  tn  fire.  As  he  entered  his  house 
he  placed  his  weajjon  behind  tiie  door  and  sat  down  to  relate 
to  his  wife  the  adventures  of  the  day,  including  the  most 
singular  fact  of  his  gun's  going  off  as  it  did.  While  he  was 
speaking  of  it,  bang  I  went  the.  gun  again.  This  was  too 
much.  It  might  have  been  a  mistake  the  first  time,  but  this 
time  it  must  be  that  the  gun  was  bewitched.  The  worthy 
couple  were  now  thoroughly  horrified  and  threw  the  unholy 
thing  out  into  the  yard,  where  it  lay  but  a  short  time  before 
bang  I  again,  the  recoil  causing  it  to  slide  about  on  the 
ground  in  a  manner  which  greatly  increased  the  terror  of 
the  old  people.  And  so  it  continued  going  off  three  times 
more. 

Uncle  Joe  never  could  be  prevailed  upon  to  touch  that 
gun  again,  because,  he  said,  if  it  would  go  off'  without  being 
loaded,  it  might,  some  day,  take  a  notion  to  shoot  him. 

The  old  piece  was  laid  aside  till  a  less  superstitious  and 
possibly  more  abstemious  descendant  brought  it  into  use. 

The  militia  of  Woburn  formed  two  companies,  called  the 
East  and  the  West  Companies,  all  persons  living  east  of  the 
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main  road  from  Lowell  to  Bostou  traiuing  in  tlie  East  Coiu- 
paiiy,  and  ou  tlie  west  of  tliat  road,  iu  tlie  West  Company. 

The  present  sketch  relates  only  to  the  East  Compan}", — 
the  West  Company,  the  Cavalry  Company,  the  Washington 
Light  Infantr}-,  and  the  Wobvirn  iMechanic  Phalanx  to  be 
similarly  sketched  at  amither  time.  Our  information,  being- 
gathered  from  various  sources,  documents,  and'  old  citizens, 
must  be  in  the  main  correct,  and  will  aid  others  to  recall 
much  pertaining  to  the  older  organizations. 

TFIE   EAST    CO-Ml'ANV. 

Of  this  company  our  information  reaches  no  farther  back 
than  1794,  at  wliich  time  Jeduthun  Richardson  was  the 
captain.  Jeduthun  was  the  ancestor  of  many  Richardson 
families  now  residing  in  A\'iuuliester,  and  a  very  prominent 
man  in  all  Woljurn  all'airs.  His  compan)-  contained  rifty- 
four  members.  The  captain  succeeding  him  was  Jonathan 
Thompson,  under  whom  we  have  an  account  of  a  detail  of 
two  sergeants  and  twelve  men,  required  by  the  commander 
of  the  regiment,  and  the  age,  height,  and  complexion  of 
each  are  given,  in  which  it  appears  that  all  were  of  liglit 
complexitui  but  two.  the  oldest  fort}-,  tlie  youngest  eighteen. 
the  tallest  six  feet  one  inch,  the  shortest  five  feet  four 
inches.  And  he  re[iorts  the  numbers  of  his  company  as 
follows:  In  1795,  fifty-seven;  1796.  sixty-four :  1797,  sixty- 
two.  On  the  third  of  October,  1796,  they  mustered  at 
Reading;  September  26,  1797,  at  Concord,  —  to  both  of 
which  places  they  marched. 

The  succeeding  captains,  from  1797  to  1828,  were  Joseph 
Eaton,  Bartholomew  Richardson,  Francis  Johnson  (under 
whose  command,  in  1800,  the  company  was  turned  out  with- 
out arms,  "  to  show  their  respect,  at  the  death  of  the  late 
Gen.  George  Washington "),  John  Wade  (during  whose 
captaincy,  in  1808.  there  was  a  regimental  muster  on 
"  Wvnian"s  Plain,"  —  our  West  Side,  —  and  in  1810  thev  mus- 


342  Tlie  WincJ,ef:ter  BecorJ. 

tered  at  Wasliiugtnii),  Isaac  Kichaiilson,  Samuel  Tidd  (under 
whose  command  the  regimeiital  order  to  muster  at  Wihiiiiig- 
ton,  Septeml)er  14.  1814,  besides  enjoining  the  good  ef)ndi- 
tion  of  their  arms  and  equipments,  expresses  the  hope  that 
ths  conduct  of  the  soldiers  will  he  "such  as  shall  do  honor 
to  themselves  and  their  country,  which,  at  this  inomcntoux 
and  alannhtij  crixis,  demands  the  greatest  e.rcrtion"). 

The  occasion  was  indeed  momentous,  and  the  •"crisis" 
alarming.  The  British  had  just  taken  Washingtcm;  and 
on  this  very  fourteenth  of  Septend.icr.  1814,  although 
Captain  Tidd's  li.-n.es  could  not  have  known  it,  tiiey  were 
bombarding  Fort  McHeniy,  at  Baltinmre,  and  Francis  Scott 
Key  was  detained  upon  a  British  ship,  whence  he  watched 
the  stars  and  stripes  tlaunting  proudly  frf)m  the  fort. 

Till  midnight  on  tlit-  f.iurtrriith  tlie  British  guns  belclied 
their  fury  upun  the  furt.  but  in  the  earliest  light  of  the 
morning  they  discerned  tlie  Hag  still  flying,  and  he  composed 
the  '^Star-Spangied  Banner,"'  which  has  ever  since  been  one 
of  our  national  songs. 

"Oh,  s.iy,can  you  see,  by  the  (hiwirs  early  light. 
What  so  proudly  we  hailed  ill  the  twilight"*  last  glcaiiiiiig, 
"Whose  broad  stripes  and  bright  stars,  through  the  perilous  fight. 
0"er  the  rauiparts  we  watched,  were  so  gallantly  streaming  — 
And  the  roekets'  rod  glare,  the  hornbs  bursting  in  air, 
Gave  proof  through  tlie  night  that  our  tl.ag  was  still  there. 
Oh,  say,  does  the  star-spangled  banner  yet  wave 
O'er  the  land  of  the  free,  and  the  home  of  the  brave';"" 

The  redoubtable  Tidd,  as  these  associations  tend  to  make 
him,  was  succeeded  bv  Capt.  John  Eames,  1815,  whose  era 
was  glorified  by  tli^  fullowing  record  under  date  of  October 
15,  1815:  "This  day  the  company  appeared  remarkably 
well,  every  man  having  on  a  blue  coat  faced  with  red,  and 
behaved  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  otheers." 

Him  succeeded  the  following  list  of  worthy  captains: 
John  Tidd,  Stephen  Xicholls,  Benjamin  Wood.  Of  the  latter 
we  ha\e  this  signilicant  record:  — 
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"Woburn,  Augrust  30.  1824.  Agreeably  to  orders,  Capt. 
Benjamin  Wood's  company  turned  out  and  marelied  tu 
Boston,  and  were  reviewed  by  General  Lafayette."  The 
flattering  commeudation  of  the  General  is  not  preserved 
upon  the  books  of  the  company  —  undoubtedly  a  culpa- 
ble omission.  After  Wood,  came  Isaac  Huii'master  and 
William  lieed.  This  brings  us  down  to  1828,  aiid  to  the  last 
commissioned  captain  of  the  Woburn  East  Company.  The 
membeishi[)  of  the  company,  during  the  years  included  in 
this  sketch,  ranged  from  thirty-eight  to  seventy-eight,  rank 
and  tile. 

A  distaste  for  the  militia  organizations  began  to  creep  in 
soon  after,  and  what  was  once  the  pride  of  the  people 
became  a  ridiculous  burlesque  with  them.  Worthless  men 
were  elected  to  oflice,  duties  were  disregarded,  many  modes 
employed  to  increase  tlie  disrepute  of  the  system,  and  tlie  old 
militia  law  became  worse  than  a  dead  letter. 

In  lb40  that  law  was  abolished,  and  thereafter  volunteer 
ctjmpanies  alisorbed  the  military  tastes  and  efibrts  of  the  com- 
munity, and  military  discipline  and  tactics  were  greatly 
promoted. 
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CHURCH    OF    THE   EPIPHANV,    WINCIIESTER,    MASS. 

Early  in  the  year  1882,  through  tlie  interest  and 
zealous  h\bors  of  several  ladies,  the  services  of  the  Protestant 
Episcopal  Church  were  started  in  Winchester. 

The  first  service  was  held  in  Harmony  Hall,  on  the  last 
Sunday  in  February  (February  20,  1882).  the  Kev.  Cliarles 
P.  Parker,  of  Caud^ridge,  oliiciating.  Mr.  Parker,  although 
residing  in  Cambridge  and  luiable  to  do  any  pastoral  work, 
continued  in  eliarge  of  tlie  mission  services  until  Octulx'r 
1882,  during  tliat  time  having  the  assistance  of  several  other 
clergymen. 

The  work  having  been  accepted  by  tlie  Diocesan  Board  of 
Missions,  the  Rev.  Charles  Morris  Addison,  Rectur  of  Saint 
John's  Church,  Arlington,  was  appninted  missionary  in 
charge,  ofticiating  for  the   tirst   time   October   1,  1882. 

The  attendance  having  increased  b}'  Novemljer,  the 
services  were  held  in  the  ^Metlmdist  Cliurcli,  which  was 
hired  for  Sunday  afternoons. 

A  Sunday-school  was  organized  in  December,  and  early 
in  1883  the  Ladies'  Guild  was  formed.  Al)Out  this  time  the 
congregation  was  organized  into  a  nussion,  witli  tlie  following 
committee :  — 

The  Rev.  Charles  Morris  Addison,  Missionary;  Mr.  Irving- 
S.  Palmer,  Warden:  ^Nlr.  Samuel  W.  McCall,  Vestryman: 
Mr.  Frank  J.  Wills,  Clerk  ;  Mr.  Charles  Gratiot  Tliompson, 
Treasurer.  Previous  to  tliis,  Mr.  George  B.  Shepley  was 
Treasurer. 

It  was  soon  decided  by  tlie  congregation  tliat  the  proper 
conduct  of  tlie  services,  and  tiie  future  growth  of  tlie 
Episcopal  Church  in  the  town,  called  for  a  church-building. 

By  the  beginning  of  the  year  1884  subscriptions  were 
received  for  a  small  Episcopal  Church,  the  land  on  wliich  to 
place  it  having  been  generously  offered  by  Mr.  D.  Nelson 
Skillings.     Plans  were  kindly  made  by  -Mr.  George  D.  Rand, 
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and  the  prospect  was  so  encouraging  that  work  was  begun 
in  August,  1884. 

The  ciiureh  was  completed  in  January,  1885,  and  tlie  first 
service  was  held  in  it  on  January  25. 

The  church  having  been  full}-  paid  for,  it  was  consecrated 
by  the  liight  Reverend  Benjamin  H.  Paddock,  Bishop  of  the 
Diocese,  assisted  by  a  large  number  of  the  clergy,  on  Friday, 
May  29,  1885. 

CHAltLES   M01;RIS  ^U)DIS0X,  Hector. 
WlNCUKSTEK,  June  6,  ISSj. 


The    following   are    the    names   of  the    members   of    the 
Ejiiscopal  Church  at  its  formation:  — 

CliarlfS  Oratiot  Tlmnipson. 

Mrs.  Sopliie  (Underwood)  Thompson. 

George  B.  Sliepley. 

Mrs.  Mary  Fessendeu  (Barrows)  Sliepley. 

George  Francis  Hawley. 

Mrs.  Ilarriette  X.  (JJussell)  llawky. 

Mrs.  Mary  Page. 

Mrs.  Catherine  Riee. 

Miss  }Iarriet  Judkins. 

]Miss  Ellen  Judkins. 

Miss  Mary  .Judkins. 

Mrs.  Gertrude  Fiske. 

Mrs.  Susan  Boyce. 

Mrs.  EllzabelhBlauk. 

Mrs.  Mary  Helacroix. 

Miss  Annie  DclacroLx. 

Louis  Delacroix. 

Mrs.  Joseph  Moullon. 

Henry  Bishop. 

Samuel  ^\.  McC;ill. 

Irving  S.  Palmer. 

Charles  Sergeant. 
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■WINCHESTER  COUXCIL,  Xo.  l.-.O,  AMERICAN    LKGIOX   OF  HOXOI!.  I 

The  order^of  the  Americiin   Legion   of  Honor  was  organ-  I 

ized  in  tlie  city  of  Boston,  December  18,  1878,  ami  incor-  ■ 

porated  under  tlie  laws  of  ilassacluisetts,  Jlarch    11,   1879.  I 

At  the  present  time  (.Tune,  1885)  it  numbers  over  57,000  i 

members  in  the  United  States,  ami  about  6,000  in  the  State  j 

of  Massachusetts.  j 

This  order  differs   from    the    Knights  of    Honor  in  three  [ 

essential  particulars.     First,  it  admits  both  sexes  to  member-  ' 

ship.     Second,  its  benelits  are  divided  into  six  degrees,  or  ; 

sums,  pa^'able  at  the  death  of  mendiers,  namely,  s^oOO.  -5^1,000,  j 

••s2,000,  *.3,000,  .f4,000,  and  *5.000,  with  amount  of   assess-  \ 

ments  to  corresjioiid.  Third,  its  assessments  are  graded  i 
according  to  the  age  of   members  at  initiation. 

Winchester  Cnuneil  Xo.  150  was  instituted   in  Oma  Hall  j 

(Richardson's    rduck),  April   7,  1880,  by  Deputy   Supreme  ; 

Conunander  Andrew  Dow,  of  Boston,  in  presence  of  Grand  j 

Commander  D.  B.  Kimball,  of  Salem,  and  the  Secretary  of  j 

the  Grand  Council  of  iNlassachusetts.     The  following  sixt_y-  i 

one  ladies  and   gentlemen  were  present  and  were  initiated  | 

and    enrolled    as    charter   members,    otlicers    installed,    and  j 

Committees  appointed  as  designated: — ■  j 

Mr.  Abijali  Thompson.     (Sentry.) 

Mrs.  ^[iiria  Stearns  Thompson. 

Mr.  "William  Ilarri-on  Bailey.     (Conimaiicler.) 

Mrs.  Susan  Caroline  Bailey.     (Entenainnient  Com.) 

Mr.  George  Porter  Brown.     (Trustee.) 

Mr.  "William  Alan<ou  Snow,     ((xuide.) 

Mr.  Ciiarles  Harrison  Dunluun.     (Trustee.) 

Mrs.  Mary  Elizabeth  Dunham.     (Kntcrtaiimieiit  Com.) 

Mr.  Warren  .lohiisou. 

Mr.  Henry  Childs  Miller.     (Past  Coniinauaer.) 

Mrs.  Mary  Hannah  stiller.     (Entertainment  Com.) 

Mr.  Edwin  Auu:ustus  AVrt(lleij:h.     ( Viee-oommander.) 

Mr.  Edward  Henry  Stone. 

Mr.  Charles  Eben  Swett.     (Orator.) 
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Mr.  James  Paschal  Boutwell.     (War.Irn.)  j 

Mrs.  Ilaiiiiati  IIuiitini;tGn  I'.nuiWL-ll.  { 

Mr.  .loliii  AVin^low  Iticlianl-on.  .  j 

Mrs.  IJebecca  Iteevcs  liifhardsoii.  I 

Mr.  V.'illiatii  Simonds.  j 

Mrs.  Mary  Uohy  Simi.iuls.  j 

Mr.  Charles  Fitch  Luiit.     (Chaplain.)  j 

Mrs.  Sarah  '\Veb>ter  Luut.  ■         '  j 

Mr.  Henry  Augustu-  Eiucrsoii.     (ColU'ctor.) 

Mrs.  Sarah  Eiiicliiie  Emerson. 

Mr.  Irving- Stevens  rahnor.     ( 'treasurer. ) 

Mrs.  Eugenia  Elizabeth  1 'aimer. 

Mr.  Thomas  Sinclair  Spurr. 

Mrs.  Fannie  Baxter  Spurr. 

Miss  EmmaC(.lIamorc  ni.-hava-on.     (  Entertainment  Com.) 
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Mrs.  Charles  Sanborn  Smith. 

Mrs.  Abbie  .Smith. 

Mr.  .Samuel  Wallace  Smith. 

Mr.  Abraham  I're-cott  Palmer. 

Mr.  Wallace  Prescott  Palmer. 

Mrs.  Helen  Sarah  Palmer. 

Mr.  Henry  Edwin  (iardiner  Andrews. 

Mr.  Leonidas  Marshall  Ilali. 

Mr.  Warren  Franci>  Foster.     (Secretar\'  and  Trusts 

Mr.  Geor'Tc  Wa>liinj;ton  P.lanchard. 

Mr.  Mar.-u^  Carlon  Cook. 

Mr.  Geori;o  Wa>hlnjrton  Spurr. 

Mr.  Ervinjr  I!.  Whitney. 

Mr.  Sylvanus  Cobb  Small. 

Mr.  n'enry  Stone. 

Mr.  Benjamin  Franklin  Holbrook. 

Mr.  William  Henry  Cooiier. 

Mrs.  S\r<au  Pond  C<>oi)er.     (Entertainment  Com.) 


348  The  Winchester  Record. 

Sir.  Frank  M.  White. 

Mrs.  Mary  Maria  Twoinbly. 

Miss  Jennie  ^I.  Ciinunings. 

Miss  Josopliine  Keyes. 

ilr.  Williiini  Xelso'u  Arnold. 

Several  of  the  above  were  termed,  b}-  the  kiws  of  the  order. 
"  Honorary  members,"  not  being  able  to  pass  a  satisfactory 
medical  examination  to  enable  them  to  participate  in  the  life 
insurance  feature  of  the  order.  All  of  these,  however,  with- 
drew during  the  lirst  year  or  two,  after  the  social  exercises 
began  to  decline.  For  the  good  people  of  Winchester,  like 
most  other  communities,  lose  their  enthusiasm  for,  and 
become  indifferent  to,  their  social  institutions  as  soon  as  a 
few  leading  spirits  grow  weary  of  doing  all  the  work  of 
providing  entertainments  for  their  fellow-citizens. 

The  Council  now  numbers  fifty  (-50)  members,  —  thirty- 
five  male  (35)  and  fifteen  female  (15).  —  all  "beneficial 
members,"  and  is  one  of  five  councils  in  the  State,  of  equal 
age,  that  has  escaped  the  hand  of  deatli,  and  has  conse- 
quently drawn  nothing  from  the  Relief  Fund  of  the  order, 
while  it  has  paid  in  over  •sG,500.  and  lias  also  paid  to  its  own 
members  in  sick-benefits  nearly  *100,  during  the  first  five 
years  of  its  existence. 

The  presiding  officers  have  been:  — 


Past  Commander,  William  H.  15ailey  (charter),  1880. 
Past  Conunander,  Charle?  E.  Swett,  lti81-8i. 
Past  Commander,  Thomas  S.  Spnrr,  l88;!-"<4. 
Past  Commander,  James  P.  Buutwell,  1^>."). 

The  Council  now  meets  on  the  second  and  fourth  ^londays 
of  every  niontii  in  apartments  of  I\Iasouic  Ilall. 

WLLL1.UI  IIAUKISON  BAILEY. 
WiNtut>TEK,  June  -22,  issj. 
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Amos  Whittkmouk.'  tlie  ingenious  mocliaiiic  and  in- 
ventor (see  p.  12i)  of  T/w  Record'),  was  born  in  Arlington, 
April  14.  1814,  and  died  in  Cumhridgeport,  July  19,  1882. 
He  was  the  grandson  of  Anms  Whitteniore,  the  inventor  of 
the  celebrated  maeliine  for  making  cotton  and  wool  cards. 
His  father  was  Amos  Whitteinoi'e.  Jr..  and  his  mother,  Mrs. 
Rebecca  (Uussell)  Whitteniore,  died  in  .\rlington,  Massa- 
chusetts, April  5,  1S83.  aged  97  years,  8  months.  His 
mother  was  a  widow  for  fifty-five  years,  —  his  father  dying 
in  tb.e  year  1827.  His  grandfather,  the  inventor,  <lied  in  the 
year  1828. 

Amos  Whitteniore,  the  grandson,  was  thus  earl)-  thrown 
upon  his  own  resources  for  a  livelihood;  but  throughout  life 
he  was  an  example  of  one  impelled  by  hereditary  inventive 
instinct.  At  the  age  of  eighteeu  he  invented  the  machine 
for  pegging  shoes,  mentioned  by  Mr.  Clark  on  page  12G  of 
The  liec'ird,  as  being  placed  in  the  inill-buildiug  belonging  to 
Mr.  Samuel  S.  Richardson  in  Winchester.  (We  are  grateful 
to  ilr.  Clark  for  tliis  item  of  information  in  his  very  sugges-  . 
tive  articles.)  We  presume  this  machine  was  placed  in  that 
factory  through  the  inlluence  of  Mr.  Wliittemore's  brother- 
in-law  and  ever  kind  friend.  Dr.  Benjamin  Cutter,  of  Wuburn 
(ray  fatlier). 

The  pegging-machine  was  an  impiu-tant  adjunct  t(_i  the  shoe- 
manufacturing  interest  in  this  country.  Mr.  Wliittemore's 
plan  also  embraced  machines  for  cutting  the  uppers  and 
soles,  for  bulling  and  ])aring  the  soles  and  heels,  and  using 
wire  nails  fur  fastening  the  heels.  The  slanting  of  the  pegs 
in  shoes  is  his  idea.  His  invention  was  exhibited  at  Arling- 
ton, in  December,  1833,  but,  meeting  with  discouragement 
and  bitter  o[iposition,  was  not  patented.  The  machine  was 
eventually   sold   for  forty-tive  dollars,  and  otliers  afterward 

'  Not  \VhittHii.,i-e,  n-  givuii  on  i.:i-e  11';,  l.ut  WliiueuuiiL'. 
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I 
reaped  the  advantages  pecuniarily.     Tiie  true  source  of  i\w  ' 

machine  has  since  been  recognized,  anil  its  utilit}-  is  gencr- 
allj'  acknowledged.  At  an  interview  with  Mr.  Whitteinc ax- 
on December  1,  ISTO,  he  said  that  ai  the  time  when  he 
invented  his  machine  it  was  argued  that  the  making  of 
shoes  by  machinery  would  throw  the  shoemakers  woi'king  j 

by  hand  out  of  employment,  and  it   was  threatened  to  burn  j 

him  out  even,  if  he  continued  using  Ids  machine.     Thrc.ugli  ( 

the  influence  of  his  brother-in-law,  Dr.  Benjannn  Cutter,  of  { 

WoburJi.  women  were  induced  to  bind  his  slioes,  but  only  > 

at  double  prices,  and  this  nnly  for  a  slK)rt  time.  j 

An  obituary  notice  in  the  Arliu^/ton  Advocate,  for  July  2V,  \ 

1882,  bj'  the  present  writer,  contains  a  list  of  some  of  his  j 

other   inventions.     The    i)hiIantln-opic    aim  of  his  work    in  | 

inventing  the  pegging-machine  may  be  expressed  in  the 
words  of  Mr.  Whittemore,  when  he  said,  in  my  hearing : 
"Many  more  people  wear  shoes  than  wotdd  have  worn 
them  had  no  machines  been  invented." 

His  pill-counting  machine,  for  instance,  is  a  good  illustra- 
tion of  the  quality  of  his  inventive  genius.  By  a  contri- 
vance so  simple  that  one  feels  almost  ashamed  that  he  never 
thought  of  it  himself,  a  hundred  or  more  pills  are  coiuited 
instauth"  by  a  movement  of  the  hand.  Mr.  Whittemore 
married,  in  1S3T,  Mrs.  Almira  Thumpson.  of  Wolmrn,  wlio 
survives  him.     Tliev  had  no  children. 

w.  ij.  cuttej:.  I 

AVoiui.-N,  Aii-ust,  is.s.-i.  S 


KNIGHT    TEMl'LAII.s'    EXCUKSIOX. 

Among  the  pleasant  excursions  of  the  summer  of  ISSo. 
none  were  more  so  than  that  of  Boston  Commandery 
Kinght  Teniplars,  on  Thursday,  Septend)er  3,  to  Star  Island, 
one  of  tlie  Isles  of  .SlKuds.  Leaving  Boston  by  a  special 
train  at  '.'.35  .\..M.,  two  hundred  and  twenty-live  Sir  Knights 
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and  Ladies  were  swiftly  conveyed  ti5  Portsnioutii,  and 
there  embarked  on  board  the  United  States  steamer 
Leyden,  wliit-li,  after  ten  miles'  sail  on  the  water,  safely 
landed  them  on  the  island  at  1.20  p.m.  They  found  the 
Oceanic  Hotel  gayly  decorated  with  Hags,  bunting,  Chinese 
lanterns,  and  the  words  '•  Welcome,  Knights,"  on  an  arch 
over  the  entrance  of  its  hospitable  doors,  while  from 
tlie  staff  on  the  cupola  was  displayed  a  large  white  beausant 
bearing  a  red  Temiilar  cross.  Over  this  was  afterward  to 
be  seen  the  black-and-white  beausant  of  Boston  Conimand- 
ery,  wliich,  during  the  passage  on  the  steamer,  had  been 
displayed  at  lier  foremast  head.  This  beausant  had  been 
planted  on  the  summits  of  Mount  Washington  and  the  Sierra 
Nevadas  in  previous  pilgrimages. 

After  removing  the  dust  of  travel,  the  company  sat  down 
to  a  dinner  of  excellent  qualitv.  well  cooked  and  well 
served.  After  dinner  the  ladies  and  gentlemen  strolled 
around  and  viewed  the  many  ancient  relics  which  are  to  be 
seen  there.  Among  them  were  the  old  stone  chui'ch,  the 
original  one  having  been  biult  two  hundred  years  ago  and 
afterward  destroyed  by  fire,  and  the  present  one  eighty-fise 
years  liefore  ;  the  monument  to  Captain  John  Smith,  who, 
it  is  claimed,  discovered  these  isles  in  1614.  but  whose  claim 
is  very  much  disputed ;  the  "  Teacher's  Chair,"  as  it  is 
called,  where,  in  1848,  a  Miss  Underbill,  a  loved  and  valued 
teacher,  was  washed  awa}-  out  to  sea.  while  reading  a 
book;  the  little  enclosure  where  some  children  of  tiie  Rev. 
Mr.  Beebe,  a  former  iiastor,  are  buried.  It  lies  at  the  base  of 
several  high  rocks,  and  it  was  laid  out  and  a  wooden  picket 
fence  erected  around  it  by  the  minister's  own  hands,  who 
also  placed  a  small  monument  on  the  spot.  The  burial-place 
has  been  sadly  neglected  of  late  years,  being  overgrown  with 
bushes,  and  the  monument  is  hardly  discernible.  The  last 
resting-places  of  a  large  number  of  the  early  inhabitants 
of  the  isle  are  scattered  indiscriminatelv  around,  and  one 
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cannot  walk  without  treailinc;-  on  the  mounds  whicli  cover 
their  remains  or  stuiiililing  over  the  rouc;h  pieces  of  stone, 
merely  stuck  in  the  ground  at  tlie  head  and  foot  of  tlie 
wraves.  Tiie  grave  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Tuck,  who  died  in  1701, 
and  that  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Stevens,  who  died  in  1740.  are  more 
prominently  marked  by  large  tablets  set  upon  stone,  setting 
forth  their  position  and  their  virtues,  but  the  rutliless  iiand 
of  time  has  almost  obliterated  the  masonry  and  the  letlcis. 
Betty  Moody's  Cave,  said  to  be  marked  with  the  blond  of 
Iier  offspring,  whose  life  she  sacrificed  rather  than  liave  it 
fall  into  the  hands  of  the  Indians,  is  ]>ointed  out  to  tiiC 
curious  seeker.  The  remains  of  tiie  old  fort,  built  in  1653, 
on  a  slight  elevation  near  the  hotel,  commands  a  tine  view, 
and  is  nov.'  occupied  by  a  band-stand  and  a  summer-house. 
While  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  "Teacher's  Chair,"  and 
also  in  front  of  the  hotel,  the  Sir  Knights  and  Ladies  were 
clustered  in  a  group  and  pliotograjihed.  After  this  and 
during  the  time  of  their  stay  here,  most  of  the  company 
went  over  to  Appledore,  in  the  little  steam-launcii  Fin<t- 
fore,  and  viewed  the  hotel  —  the  "Prince  of  Whales,"  ^Irs. 
Thaxter's  pretty  cottage,  and  the  last  resting-place  of  Laigh- 
ton,  the  father  of  the  i)reseiit  proprietors  of  this  islaiul. 

Returning  to  Star,  and  when  darkness  had  settled  down 
on  sea  and  land,  the  '-Oceanic"  was  illuminated  by  a  large 
number  of  Chinese  lanterns  and  a  brilliant  display  of  tire- 
works,  given  under  the  direction  of  Sir  B;  M.  Wedger, 
lasting  an  hour.  This  was  followed  by  dancing  in  the  large 
hall  of  the  hotel,  to  the  music  of  Carter's  Orchestra,  and 
the  closing  exercises  were  the  singing  of  familiar  hymns  and 
songs  in  the  same  hall,  under  the  leadership  of  Sir  W.  F. 
Miller,  until  a  late  hour.  After  breakfast  the  next  morning, 
by  invitation  of  the  Rev.  Sir  O.  A.  Roberts,  a  goodly  number 
the  Knights  and  Ladies  assembled  in  the  old  church,  where 
luief  religious  services  were  held.  After  this,  by  the  cour- 
tesy of  the   ollicers   of    the    United    States   steamer  Lfi/ilau 
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a  large  munber  were  treated  to  a  beautiful  sail  around  the 
outside  nf  Star.  Appledore,  Smutty  Nose.  Londoner.  White, 
and  Duck  Islands.  Awhile  others  took  smaller  craft  for  the 
same  trip. 

At  one  o'clock  the  California  Pilgrims,  ■who  two  years 
ago  bore  the  banner  of  Boston  Couimandery  to  the  Pacific 
shores,  celebrated  the  second  anniversary  of  that  event  by 
a  sumptuous  banquet,  to  which  they  invited  their  less- 
favored  Knights  and  Ladies.  The  tables  were  ornamented 
with  choice  llowers  and  liberally  spread  with  choice  and 
tempting  edibles,  with  as  equally  I'efreshing  liquids ;  and  the 
wliole  affair  reflected  great  credit  upon  the  committee  who 
planned  it  and  the  hotel  manager,  O.  F.  Frisbee,  who  carried 
it  out.  After  the  bodily  wants  had  been  fully  supplied,  the 
large  company  was  called  to  order  by  Eminent  Sir  John  L. 
Stevenson,  wlm,  in  a  few  well-chosen  words,  welcomed  all 
present  to  this  anniversary  festival,  aud  introduced  Grand 
Recorder  A.  F.  Chapman,  Eminent  Commander  F.  T. 
Comee,  the  Rev.  Sir  0.  A.  Pioberts,  the  Picv.  Sir  S.  McBurney, 
of  Taunton,  and  Sir  Charles  E.  Pierce,  whi3  made  brief 
speeches.  The  singing  of  "  Auld  Lang  S\'ne,"  and  a  gen- 
eral hand-shake  all  around,  brought  the  festivities  to  a  close, 
and  at  four  o'clock  the  company  took  the  boat  and  cars  for 
home,  arriving  in  Boston  at  half-past  eight  o'clock  on 
Friday  evening,  September  4. 

The  weather  of  both  days  was  delightful,  and  the  trip  one 
of  unalloyed  pleasure  to  all  the  participants.  ]Mueh  more 
might  be  said  about  the  Isles  of  Shoals,  their  history  and 
their  attractions,  but  space  will  not  allow  it. 

Among  those  who  joined  in  this  excursion  were  the 
following  Sir  Knights  and  Ladies  from  Winchester:  — 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  H.  Dunham:  Mr.  and  Mrs.  G.  S. 
Littlefield ;  .Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  R.  Cobb.  Miss  Mary  L.  Cobb  ; 
Edwin  A.  Wadleigh:  Mr.  and  Mrs.  .Tames  Houston,  Misses 
Ella    and    Sadit-    Houston:     Mr.    and    :\Irs.    G.    P.    Brown; 
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Mr,  and  Mrs.  J.  F.  Dwiuel! :  Mr.  and  Mrs.  F.  A.  Loring,  Miss 
Bessie  Loring:  ]Mr.  and  .Mrs.  .Abijah  Thompson;  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  W.  L.  Tuck;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  F.  Parker,  Misses 
Mabelle  L.  Parker  and  Lizzie  A.  Symnes;  John  R.  Newman, 
William  Pratt,  and  George  G.  Stratton. 

E.  A.  WADLEIGII. 


INSCRIPTIONS    FKOil    THE    GUAVESTOXES    IN    WILDW'OOD 
CEMETERY.    IN    "WINCHESTER,   MASS. 

COM.\nXK  ATKD   1!V   AlilTAH   THOMPSON. 

ZAClIAItlAH   SYMMES, 

DiKD 

OctolxT  k;,  18.".0, 

AgeJ  70. 

"  Blessed  are  t'.iose  serv.ints  wliom  the  Lord, 
When  he  cometh  shall  Hud  -n-ati-hiiig." 

N  A  N  C  Y , 

W'lIE    OF 

ZACIIAIIIAH    SYMMES. 

DiF.n 

Miiy  21,  ISn, 

Ageil  8.5. 

"Blessed  are  they  who  trust  in  the  Lord." 

ASA    LOCKE, 

Died  .Illy  1G,  IS:.:. 

A-otl  75  yrs. 

A  good  man; 

Firm  and  true  In  frien.ishiii: 
Faithful  in  the  relations  of  lite; 
A  follower  of  the  Redeemer. 


Tuivn  Bixtor/f. 


365 


I.  u  c  V  \y . , 

WIFE    OF 

ASA    LOCKE, 

DiKD  Dece-Mhek  7,  1800, 

Aged  SI  yc:ir.^. 

OUR  MOTIIF.U. 

Pru'leut,  iliscroet,  ;tii(l  good, 

Slie  was  an  example  lor  lier  cliililrcn, 

Ami  for  many  years  a  lielpmate  to  her  Inisbam!. 

She  lias  now  gone  to  join  liim  in  the  better  laml. 

CEPHAS  ciirucii, 


MARSHALL    WYMAX. 

July  IL  17: 12. 
July  10.   l^GS. 


?LSAX    PAIIKEK, 

Ills  WIFK, 

July  -JS.  17'J9. 

Xov.  3.  1870. 
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CAPT. 

NATIIAX    .lAQL'iril. 

Dif;i> 

Feb.  10,  1S75. 

^¥a.  93  .vl•^..  10  m?.,  IG  ds. 

We  rest  together. 

Mi;s.  EsriiKi;. 

NATHAN    .TAQl'll'H. 

DiKI. 

Dfc.  2,  1S4G, 
Alt.  64. 

"  Whom  tnc  Lord  lovctli  lie  eliaiteuctli." 

JE.'^SE  ]:iciiai:d.^ox, 

Died  Dec.  11.  1,S43. 
.Kt.  G-2. 

LOKA   STEVEX.S. 

HIS    WIFE, 

Died  ill  Wiiiclie^ter. 

Aug.  26.  lS.il. 

.Et.  62. 

"  I  go  to  prepare  a  pLice  for  you." 

Jly  parents  dear,  by  faith  ami  jn-aycr, 
.Sought  but  their  Father's  will  to  know. 
Ami  not  in  vain  to  tlieni  was  given. 
Through  lieath's  tlark  vaie,  the  light  of  Fluar 
Yes;  there,  we  trust,  with  sainte.l  one;-, 
They  sing  a  Saviour's  priceless  love, 
And  there  may  «e  when  life  is  o'er. 
Meet  them  redeemeil  to  part  no  more. 
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BENJAMIN  F.  THOMl'SON. 

Died 

July  31,  1SG3. 

Aged  G4  yrs.,  0  uio>. 

HANNAH   W., 

WIFE   <ir 

B.    F.    THOMPSON, 

Died  Nov.  8,  ISSi, 

Aged  7S  yrs.,  10  iiios. 

MAJ.  FRANCI.-^  JOHNSON. 

Died  Nov.  10,  1S46, 

3:t..  7.5. 

SARAH    GAlM'NKi:, 

DiF.I) 

July  20,  1S57. 
^t.  S.5  years,  9  iiios. 

PATIENCE    C.A]n)NEK, 

DlKI> 

January  2;;.  lSil-4, 
-Et.  90  yrs..  9  luuuths. 

JOSEPH    IHXNKWELL. 
Died 

Sept.  2.5,  ISiV.i. 
Age  G7  vrs.,  J  iiios. 
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•■To-'ldj/  I 
WOOBUENE. 

FOWEU  (ir  Ith  .•  Mil.-  alp..x.-  .\[:uil.|..ii 
AV'est  is  ii  inoiT  .■.iii-i.l.iMl.lc  Town.' 
oallca-H'ool.unir;  iIkv  IUo  liy  ffiinn,!,- 
\as  the  Si-a  Tiuvii.-.  witli  rrovi-i..iw 
as  Corno  aii.l  Fi.-li.  an.l  al-o  tliuy  irm- 
nisli  the  Mercliaiit<  witli  sii.li  lmchIv  tu 
be  expoi-tcil.  —  .V(i/-e)-ic/'.v  Disscrip- 
tinas  of  Xetn  Enghoid  (about  l(j.".0). 

Maverick.  — Pastor  of  tlie  -'Tliird 
Churcli  of  Cbri=t  L'atlKne.l  at  Durcln— 
ter,  1031." 

DORCnK.STER.  —  •■  Till-  forme  of  this 
Towiie  is  almost  like  a  .-eriieiit  tLirnint: 
her  head  to  the  Xortli-wanl;  over 
against  Tomii-oiiS  I>laiicl,  ami  tlie 
Castle,  her  body  and  winu-s  b.-iiii.' 
ehietiy  built  on,  are  filled  (1G.".0)  >omr- 
wliat  tliiek  of  IIoums,  onely  tliat  onr 
of  herWin,->  i>  elii.t.  lier  'layle  b.iii.' 


PINGS. 

historic  ^- 


of 


pxteiit 


shee  eai 


hanlly  ih-aw  it  after 
^yor^^inlJ  Proriiicnre,  p.  41. 

WlXCHESTER  (:Middle<rx  Co.,  8  m. 
fr.  Bostou).  — Contain^  mauiifaetories, 
machine-shops,  tanneries,  and  exten- 
sive vegetable  gardens.  A  braiaeh  rail- 
way extends  toAVolnirn.a  bri>k  manu- 
facturing place  of  "in.noo  peo|,lc. — 
Tiiiiitor's  Giii'ie  Bnnk.  iss.",. 

June  2,  IDtl.  — Th.-  bi.undv  f..r 
Charli-stov  r  VilhiLrc  (\\'..biira)  are  to 
be  set  out  by  ■   .i.!..iu  Cuk-.  Mr.  Ilolli- 

tcnt»  of  four  mil.~  -,|n;iiv.  —  i;}:.r,J:s-s 
Histi.rii  nf  \/f,l/,,i;i. 

24.  9.  nio  70.  A  .a.l  lurident  at 
Woburn  of  tliree  men  >  t  urr.-  di^-iii- 
a  well  &  ye  earth  .-n  .d  in  ,V  -w.il- 
lowil  up  two  alive  A   tlir  tiiird  liardlv 


escaped  but  was  digged  out   his  liead 
not  being  lovercd  wtli  earth. 

4.  12m.  TO.  Mr.  Zaciiarie  Syinme> 
I'a^tor  to  tl;e  Churcli  at  Cliarle^towne 
dyed.  Fro  liltli  of  Im.  to  ye  2Sth 
was     raiuii',   stormie    .t    tcmpe>tuou> 

sth  9.  m  71.  Au  Indian  executed 
A  hung  up  in  ehaiues  for  murdering 
an  English  maid  at  Wobiirn.— /.V.-- 
'>>n-ij  P.d-ish  y,Vro!v/s.  ]i;70.  r„,sl:,n 
Com,„i..i„„rrs-  /.V,,„;-(,  -J,;   h-<!iti,„i. 


SILVER  WEDDING. 

The  occasion  of  tlie  .Silver  Weddiu- 
it  is  termed,  of  Hon.  John  A.  l!..lle 


ir  friends  who  called  upon  thei 
vening  la«t  week,  tit  their  res 
,     to    congratulate    them    upo 


reaching  thi<  period  of  th.-ir  wedd-. 
life,  and  to  proent  to  thrm  >..m..  Mib 
stantial    token    of    their    r.-ard     au. 

and  a'_'ri3eably  passed  in  >.i.ial  ..juv.-r-. 
and  friendly  greeting.  Ucirinu'  tli. 
eveniu-.'  Mr.  ami  Jlr,.  itollc,  were  pre 
scnted  with  uuinerou-  articles  of  silver 
ware  by  tlieir  fri.'nds,  which  wer. 
appropriately  received  —  Ks.cehiur. 
WiNCiiKSTEi:,  Dccembir  u,  is.jy. 

Freemen-  (from  Li>t,-  in  the  X.w 
Kng.  Hi>t.  and  Gen.  Itegi-ter)  :  — 
Richard  Walker.  lii:!:5. 
.John  WalkiT.  ir,:u. 
Au-u~tine  Walker.  VAX. 
Henry  Walker,  li;72. 
Israel"  Walk.  r.  11174. 
.Samuel  AValker.  li;74. 
.Tno.  W.dker.  1(177. 
.Joseph  Walker,  1(.7S. 
Thomas  M'alker,  WM. 


Clip].n)i;fx. 
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Jolin  Walker  (16TT),  John  Cartel-, 
Jolin  Berljeiio.  These  psmis  are  in  full 
(.■oninniiiiou  with  the  Chunh  of  Christ 
in  Wohurn  tlesireinjj  their  fredonie.  — 

The  story  of  our  ilivi>ion  from  the 
three  towns  i<  full  of  interest  and  ex- 
citement. It  i>  a  hiitory  of  conflict 
an  J  ^trug,- le  —  >liarii,  earnest,  resolute. 
The  warmth  of  feelinir  pnivoke.l  by 
that  controversy  Ls  iia--in.'  an  ay. — 
Orolion  of  .Mm  A.  li.dhs.  .h,hj  4. 
1S60. 


HUMPHREY  B.  HOWS. 

■'A  HioilLY  respeeteil  citiz.ii  ..t 
Medforil  died  Sunday,  Auiju>t  :Jii,  isv:,. 
aged  sixty-seven.  lie  was  f^ir  many 
vears  eoimected  with  the  tirni  of 
kid<ler.  I'e.-.body  &  Company.  >.Tvea 

lion  and  helunsed  to  Post  CG.  G.  A.  W." 
He  was  formerly  a  resilient  of  Win- 
chester, and  in  1S13  was  clerk  of  the 
old  School  Ward,  Xo.  5.  Smith  Woburn. 
He  also  kept,  for  a  time,  a  grocery- 
store  in  the  old  store  built  by  Jlr.  John 
Syinmes,  whieli.  at  a  later  tlate.  was 
converted  into  a  dwellin^'-house.  owned 
and  occupied  by  Mr.  JclTerson  Ford. 
(See  p.  127  of"  The  Heccnl.)  Mr. 
Howe,  for  a  time,  also  oi-cupied 
the  .-hoe-factory  buildin-  of  S.  S.  Rich- 
ard>on  (built  1S3T),  kcepin^:;  there  gro- 
ceries and  dry-ironds;  at  one  time  was 


Walter  Rice  gave  two  solos  upon  the 
violin.  Mrs.  IJailey  sang  two  songs. 
Mrs.  Miller  also  sail-  twice.  Mi<s  Car- 
rie Pond  gave  two  piano  solos,  and 
Miss  Mattie  Richardson  read,  with 
much  acceptance,  a  selection  from  Mrs. 
Browning's  poems,  Mr.  Usher  makinir 
the  announcements. 


80-28.  About  thk  Balpwix  Ai'I-le 
{Bostnn  Transcript).— \  was  burn 
in  Woburn,  and  lived  there  till  ISiVS. 
I  often  heard  of  the  apple,  throu-h  my 
father,  Leonard  Tliomp.sun,  and  nther'^. 

When  Samuel  Thoiiiii-on  was  sur- 
veying, in  the  fall  of  ITCO.  at  Cutters 
K'Av,  in  Wilmington,  Ma>>achasett-^. 
11.  :ir  Woburn.  he  noticed  some  excel- 
lent fruit  on  an  old  apple-tree,  in- 
habited by  a  family  of  woodpeckers, 
lie  -athered  specimens  of  the  fruit, 
and.  finding  it  very  palatable,  took 
some  home,  where  they  were  much 
liked,  and  in  after  years  scions  were 
cut  from  the  tree  and  sent  far  and 
wide.  It  is  now  the  Baldwin  apple  of 
the  dav.  w.T. 


rtcd 


Jledford 


Till-.  WianiKMERE  Tl'.vnis  Clui! 
Winchester  opened  its  new  grout 
with  a  tournament.  Ladies  and  gi 
tlemen  attended  in  large  number>,  a 
the  scene  was  animated  and  brillia 
The  club  is  linnly  establi.-hed 
popular  favor  in  Winchester,  and 
permanent  success  >cenis  to  be  a>>ui 
beyond  a  doubt. 
JfXElT,  1883. 


WINCHESTES  HIGHLANDS. 


the    Ci 


estry,  to  aid  the  building  fund  for  a 
liap.l  at  the  Highlands.  A  company 
f  young  ladies,  from  the  Pliillips 
hureh.  South  Bo.-ti>n.  kindly  came 
ut  and  renden-d.  uilli  viry  plea-ing 
tfect.  the  •■Sunllower-choni.-.      Mr. 


HIGH  SEEVICE. 

(iRorxi"  ha-;  b.  en  ljn..kcn  for  the 
hiL'h-pi-e--urc  service  (water-work>). 
A  larire  force  of  men  are  at  work 
making  the  neees-ary  pipis,  and  lining 
them  with  c-ment,  for  immediate  u-e 


illthi 


them. 
Jt-LY 
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STATISTICS. 

Ti.i:  n.iiouiUuf  rluiivl,  pr.n,.-rtyc-x- 


,'JUO. 


)rt  tlie  fn 


lS.S.i. 


I  of  ]:.:il  YM-.^U-.  s;!.ih;:».7J:;.iiO 


I  on  Real  Estate  of      si:; 
Personal    .,  iG 


,4T-2.( 


Total,        ?!.-!09,301.0S 

Katf  of  taxation   ou  s^l.OOO,  Si:!.50. 

Nmubcr  of  polls,  l.OWi.at  sJ.aiKl  13  at 

Meouts;  niniiberof  lioii-./>.7l:.;  f>ani'^, 

oxen,  G;  cows,  ISii;  li'ifir-.Il:  -winr, 
103;  shoep,  1;  -oats.  0;  .Mnia-r,, 
24.1;  cliildi-fn  between  5  an. I  l.\  i.JU; 
liable  to  military  ilnty,  TiiJ::;  woun-n 
voters,  13. 

C'EXSL'S  llETl'UX.-^.  —  Po|.ulalinn, 
18S5,  4,."nO;  houses,  713:  teu.im-nts, 
844;  families,  8.J7. 

THE  FORTNIGHTLY. 

The  or-ani/atiun  of  Ihi-  A-oriation 
for  the  year  l^s.-,-■.|;  i-  ;i.  f-.ilMW^:  — 
Mrs.  A.  1!.  \Vii>nr,  I'l-.M.iii. 
Mr?.  Jlrv.  .In-hua  ('..it.  Vi.v-pr.'M.l.nl. 
Mr-.  (irui_'.>  1).  RMn.l.Tn;,Mir.i-. 
Miss  -^arali  M.  Xowejl,  -crr.arv. 

Dirretoi---Mr-.  I'rr-..  y.  Mi-.  S,  y- 
mour,  Mr>.  Sbeplry.  >lr-.  cliiinli. 
Mrs.  Elder,  ami  Ml->  llaninjti.n. 

CHAlRW(iMi:.\  or  (iiMMii  i\:r-: 
Literature.  Mi"  A.  llarriir.'tnn. 
Edueation.  :Mi-.  K.  I'iv-mv. 
Current  Ewnt-.^Ir^.  M.  V.  -Ii.  plry. 
Soeial  Si-i.ni-e.  Mr-.  A.  (iKir.l.. 
Domestic  Economy,  Mr-.  L.  Elder. 
History   and   Travel.  3tr-.   i:.  1!.  Sey- 

mour. 
Art.  Mrs.  M.  L.  Coit. 
Finance,  Mr-.  M..1,  Hand. 
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PROCEEDINGS. 

WiNCHEsTEU.  May  5,  1S.S5. 

SociKTY  met  at  Harmony  Hall,  accunling  to  adjournment. 

Minutes  of  la?;t  meeting  read  anil  apiiroved. 

The  Ivev.  Leander  Tliompson,  of  Nortli  Woburii.  ]\Iass., 
and  Dr.  David  Youngman,  of  Sonierville.  Mass.,  were  elected 
Honorary  Members.^ 

PAVEUS  1'ke.-??:n'Ti:i)  ami  filed. 

1.  Autograph  letter  of  the  Rev.  Zaehariah  Synimes,  dated 
Jamaica.  W.  I..  January,  ITOti.      liy  l.uther  li.  Symmes. 

±  Letters  of  aeknowledgmcnt  from  tlic  IJoston  Athe- 
u;cuni,  l>ost(>n  L'ublie  Liljrary,  Massacliusftts  Historical 
Society,  Massachusetts  State  ^  Librarian,  New  England 
Historical  ami  Genealogical  .Society,  aiul  the  Public 
Libraries  of  Woburn   and  Winchester. 

3.  Biographical  sketch  of  Dr.  David  Youngman  and  his 
intimate  connection  witii  the  early  history  of  ^Vinchester. 
l>y  AViijah  Thompson. 

4.  Catalogue  of  Younginau's  Circulating  Lil)rary  in  Win- 
chester. ISrA.     By  A.  Thompson. 

o.  Oration  of"  Abijah  Thompson,  of  Woburn.  July  4, 
180.5.     By  the  Bev.  L.  Thompson. 

G.  The  Seven  Original  Members  of  the  First  Church. 
By  the  Rev.   L.  Thompson. 

7.  Woburn  Men  at  Lexington  and  Concord.  By  the 
Rev.   L.   Thompson. 

8.  Marriages,  Births,  Baptisms,  and  Deaths.  1G30  to  1<;99 
(Boston  Records).      By  \Vm.  W.  Whitmore. 

Donations  were  received  at,  and  subsequent  to,  the  May 
meeting  from 

The  SelectiiR'ii,  \\'iiKliistc'r. 
Georyre  T.  Liltlelk-ld,  Winclioster. 
Georj^c  I'.  Crown,  ,, 
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Thomas  P.  Aver.  Wimlif-UT. 

Abijah  Tliouipson,  ,, 

■VVllliam  T.  Dotton, 

Harry  C.  Holt, 

!Miss  Harriet  Syinmes.  ,, 

Steplien  Thompson.  ,. 

Capt.  Jolin  Bradforrl. 

James  A.  Dui)cc,  ,, 

Joel  F.  Hanson.  ,. 

Hem-y  F.  Jolmson, 

Charles  G.  Tliunipson, 

Edwin  A.  Wadleiyb, 

John  P.  Walker.  Providence,  P.  I. 

Pev.  Leandcr  Tlionipson.  North  Woiniin. 

John  Ward  Dean.  Xew  Entrland  Ili-t.  and  (.en.  Society. 

George  K.  Clarke,  Xcwbury,  Mass. 

^A'm.  K.  Cutter.  Woburn. 

F.  M.  Poutwell.  Groton,  Afass. 

Geo.  P.  Baldwin,  "Woburn. 

!Mrs.  Albert  Thompson.  Woburn. 

David  Youngman.  Somerville. 

Oliver  P.  Clark.  Tewksbury. 

Woburn  I'ublic  Library. 

City  of  Boston. 

Samuel  A.  Green,  Boston. 

William  H.  WhitnKuc,  Bo>ron. 

William  Boynton.  Winclic>ler. 

Sumner  PJchiirdson, 

George  F.  Parker, 

The  donations  of  the  furegoing  included  24  bound  volumes. 
430  pamphlets  and  journals,  38  photographs  and  pictures,  12 
historical  manuscripts,  and  several  speciiuens  of  Indian 
relics,  all  of  which  are  didy  recorded  in  the  books  of 
our  Librarian,  or  hk-d  in  appropriate  cases. 

A  paper  was  read  Ity  (ieorge  T.  Litllefield,  containing  a 
list  of  the  original  land-owners  in  Watertield,  included  in 
our  present  territory,  with  descriptions  of  their  respective 
possessions,  compiled  from  the  Charlestown  Book  of  Posses- 
sions. 
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J  The  leiiorts  of   the   Librarian  and    Treasurer  were    read, 

accepted,  and  ordered  to  be  tiled. 

The  following  should  be  added  to  the    list    of   lueiubers 
heretofore  printed :  ^ 

George  F.  Parker.  Edmund  Sanderson. 

Enjrene  Tappan.  S\  Ivanus  Cobb  Small. 

Steplion  II.  Cutter.  Sanuiel  .1.  Elder. 

Sy Ivanus  Elliott.  Cliarles  Xelsou  Dodye. 
Stephen  Abbott  Holt. 

Adjourned  to  meet  October  (J.  1S85. 

(JEOHCxE   COOICE.  Sccrcta,'!/. 


AN   EDITORIAL   WORD. 

While  tlie  title-page  of  The  Record  simply  announces 
"Printed  for  the  Members  of  the  Winchester  Historical 
and  Genealogical  Society,"  it  would  be  false  modesty  to 
deny  that  the  wider  circle  of  our  fellow  -  citizens  of 
Winchester  has  been  regarded  in  this  etTort  to  jilease, 
instruct,  ami  inspire   with  local   patriotism. 

To  this  wider  public  we  would  eummend  the  spirit  and 
intent,  if  imt  the  manner,  of  this  tirst  \olume.  It  will  be 
considerately  remendjered  that  the  topics  selected  from  the 
contributions  of  the  members,  or  the  manner  of  their  treat- 
ment, could  consistently  claim  no  other  merit  than  that  of 
simple  liistoric  information,  and  even  in  this,  of  something 
less  than  written  history  —  merely  a  gathering  of  material, 
by  any  availalde  methods,  for  the  work  of  a  competent 
historian. 

As  to  the  local  interest,  wdnch  it  has  been  the  aim  of  the 
Society  to  awaken,  we  cannot  feel  it  immodest  to  say  that 
the  apjieal  to  the  citizens  at  large  requires,  at  this  day.  nn 
apiihigy.  Not  <ndy  the  families  tirst  estaldis^hed  ui>nn  tins 
soil  and  such  as  have  left  these  old  homesteads  fur  habitation 
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elsewliere.  but  thrive  wlio  lun-e  been  attraetucl  to  Wincliester. 
—  and  have  as  yet  to  ac([iiire  the  cdiniileted  sense  of  home 
with  us, — all  have  a  conmiou  interest  in  a  "town  with  a 
history." 

The  day  is  past,  certainly,  in  tlie  older  parts  of  our  country, 
when  citizens  of  respectable  intelligence  will  ignore  the 
historic  associations  of  their  homes,  or  the  fact  that  the 
evolution  of  society  around  iheni,  tn  wliatever  modifications 
of  thought,  faitli.  or  manners  it  may  have  brought  the  living 
of  to-day,  is  in  the  line  of  legitimate  fruitage  from  the  ['lant- 
ing  of  the  fathers.  —  that  theirs  were  the  seed-thouglits  uf 
our  distinctive  civilization;  their  religious  faitli  tlie  supreme 
motive  in  founding  and  building,  and  ilie  Golden  Rule  the 
basis  of  social  organization. 

It  was  a  happy  inspiration  of  the  lamented  Garfield  whicli 
led  him  to  say  of  the  dead,  on  a  (.-ommemorative  occasion  : 
"They  need  not  us.  Ijut  forever  and  forevermore  we  need 
them."' 

One  after  another,  now  in  rajiid  succession,  our  neighbor- 
ing towns  are  celebrating  the  250th  anniversaries  of  their 
existence.  Woburn.  the  beginnings  of  which  were  upon  our 
soil,  was  tiie  tweuty-tliird  in  the  order  of  established  towns 
in  Massachusetts,  and  the  day  aii}iroaelies  for  tiie  gathering 
of  what  belongs  to  such  a  celebration  here. 

The  Society  (may  we  not  say  the  citizens  of  Winchester?) 
is  tinder  great  obligations  to  the  jiersons  wlio  have  so 
energetically  awakened  the  donna ut  interest  of  many  in  our 
community,  and  led  to  earnest  efforts  in  giving  a  permanent 
form  to  traditionary  and  fragmentary  matters  relating  to  our 
local  history. 

Without  si)ecial  stdicitation  nearly  fifty  persons  have, 
within  the  year,  contrilnited  either  written  papers  or  matters 
adapted  to  our  archives.  Including  tlnjse  not  yet  printed, 
about  seventy-five  [lapers  have  been  prejiared.  many  of  th 
re(juiring  laborious  lesearch. 
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Olu-  actin-  Lilji-urian.  Genrge  T.  I.ittlelk'lil,  lias  lieeii  (.cuu- 

'  pied  ill   a  wiii'k  wliicii   needs  mdy  to   be   known    to   be   very 

{  highly    appreciated.       The    arrangeuient,    numbering,     and 

j  indexing  of  the  matters  committed  to  his  care,  is  a  work 

j  requiring  great  ability  and  intelligent  labor.     For  such  work 

I  gratuitously  reudereil.  every  citizen  in  time  to  come  \\-ill  see 

j  reason  for  grateful  admiration. 

'J'lie  department  of  biography  has  received  a  few  contribu- 

i  tioiis   ill  add.ltioii   to   those   already  printed,  and   it  is  liopud 

I  tiiat  biogra[iliieal  sketches,  or  mateiials  for  the  same,  will   be 

j  furnished  by  many  of  our  citizens  in  the  near  futui-e. 

Tj  Ilemembering  that  it  is  not  official  position  or  )>rofessional 

I  eminence  that  constitutes  the  chief  value  of  a  citizen's  life 

I  to  the  community  in  which  lie  lives  or   to    the    beneficent 

I  structuic  of  society  itself,  we  can  hardly  estimate  too  highly 

I  the   preservation    of   the    material    facts    of   individual    and 


himily   life. 
!^i;i-tkmi;ki;  :.'.j,  !>■ 


(JEOnCiE  COOKE. 


Omi^^ion.  — Til.'  pa]..!-  up..ii  1;..;h1<  in  AViudn-ter,  luiyvs 
liouia  hrar  \W  >i-iiaau-L'  of  Eui1..m-  U.  S\  iimir<. 
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